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CHAP. I. 



SECT. I. 

t)n the Briti/h Trade in general. 

IN the former volumes of this work I treat- 
ed of the Manufaftures of Scotland, — This 
I mean to introduce to the public by forae 
obfervations on the TraJe of Britain in general. 

Much ]pTaiffe is due to Sir Matihcw Decker 
lor his plan of raifmg the fupplies, in place of 
the prcfcut mode :— Were bis adopted, it^would 
favc to the nation annually feme hundred thou- 
fands^ and add 30,000 men to the ftate, who 

Vol. III. A are 



2 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

arc now employed in colUaing, furvcying, and 
herding the traders and fmugglers. His fcheme 
prevents fniuggling. In fad, the land-holders, 
and people of property, in the end, pay almoft 
all the duties of cufloms and excife. It would be 
better for them, on the whole, and much more 
convenient for the merchant ; for, by the prc- 
fent way of levying the cuftoms, he who deals 
to any extent in foreign trade miuft have a 
great command of money, other wife he can 
import little, the duties being often double 
the prime cod of the goods abroad ; and thefe 
duties mud be paid before the goods can be 
feen. This throws the importer always large- 
ly in advance, and requires three ftoclcs to carry 
-on trade, where one would do were the duties 
taken off; that is, L. looo would carry on as 
much as L« 3000 will at prefent. 

Moft branches of the. revenue are appropri- 
ated to pay the interefl of certain loans, and it 
mud take time to get the principals paid. But, 
with great fubmifHon to the wifdom of Parlia- 
ment, 1 think the duties fliould be confiderably 
lowered, particularly on French goods, which, 
at prefent, are next to a prohibition. The long 
enmity and jealoufy betwixt the Englifli and 
French have prevented iniercourfe in trade; 
it is high time to remove it : There arc no peo- 
ple 
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pie more hotieft and eafy in their dealings in 
commerce (the Englifih excepted) ; I have de^lt 
largely with them, and have always found them 
fo, I have been taken their prifoner at fea ; 
they ufed me with the greateft humanity and 
hofpitality. I had the honour to corrcfpond 
with the great Baron Montefquieu. As a mer- 
chant, his name adds much to the reputation of 
tlie profeflion. He. was an honour to mankind* 
I had great plcafurc in dealing with him^ His 
wines were excellent, and at a moderate price. 
If we would open trade with the Frerich, by 
reducing the duties on their w ines and brandies, 
I am perfuaded they would ajlow. our manufac- 
tures to be imported into France, on equal tcrms« 
If this fhould cake place, it would mod effectual- 
ly lower the price of corn, and. jiU.the, necef- 
faries of life, and afford us good and wholefome 
fpirits ; for in all northern countries fome fpi* 
rits are abfolutely neccflary ; the more mode- 
rately ufed, the better : but, in this cold climate 
I have feen the good effe^^s of a little at a time^ 
both by fea and land. 

As we muft have fpirits, is it not better to 
get them of wholefome quality, and pay them 
with our manufadures, than to diftill two mil- 
lions of quartersof our beft grain, which is the 
- caufe of keeping it always fo high e if good pi en- 

A 2 tifu]^ 
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tiful crops happen, the exporting corn is of iliuch 
greater confequence to the kingdom than mak^ 
Mig it into fpirits. 

Aa objedHon may be made, that the revenue 
cf exclfe and cudoms will fuffer. I think not ; 
for, if the duties arc low, there wiU^be no fmug«> 
gUng ; the importation of wines and brandy 
would be immenfc. Were it one fourth o£ 
what the French wine duty is at prefcnt, and. 
one third of what the brandy excife is, the re- 
venue would draw double of what it now does^ 
and anfsvcr every pui-pofe for which tlicfe da* 
ties were laid on. Did thefe meafures take 
place, • our navigation would be greatly extend-^ 
ed. The Dutch and Swedes are atprefent the 
gfeateflrcarriers of wine, brandy, oil, &C4 fronv 
the fouth of France to- Havre de Grace, Dunr-^ 
kirk, and all the ports in the channeL 

I had feveral fiiips. employed from and to the: 
ports here mention ed,anddeared money on them ^ 
But I paid five Hyres to the ftate for each ton 
the fhip meafurcd. If thefe livres were taken 
of, as they certainly would if we had our tar- 
riff of trade fettled, the Britifh would get thq 
whole of thefe freights ; and a. very great objeft* 
it is. The preference is always given to out 
ihips over the Mediterranean ; the reafbn is ob^ 

vbu5^ 
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vious ; we lofe fewer, in proportion to cur num- 
ber employed^ than any nation in the world ; 
and befides^ our failors are more honeH:. In all 
my pfadice (and I have freighted feme hun- 
dreds of fbq)s)y I never bad a package broke up, 
nor. a calk broached or pierced, or any fort of 
embezzlement on my cargoes, when on board 
Brit](h veflcls. Other nations are not fo free 
of this vice.^ Onr failors are undoubtedly the 
mod honeft>hearted, open, friendly fellows in 
Europe, ^d.defpife a mean action, either at fea 
or on fhote. Such a trade would incrcafe their 
numbers, who are the great bulwarks of the 
nation*. 

PbSTLETHWAiTE fays, the coafting and fo- 
reign trade to London alone employs loo^oco 
feamen in time of peace. Suppofe them to be only 
75,000 ; and the navy 25,000 feamen in time of 
peace. All the reft of our coafting and foreign 
trade, in the whole of the ports of Great Britain 
and Ireland, may amount to 130)000. Thefe num« 
bers are formidable, and the more fo, as you can 
have a great part of them onboard your fleets, up- 
on an emergency. Your homeward coaftuig trade 
being fo extenfive, enabled this nation, now fo 
happily conne^ed and unanimous in their ope- 
rations, to equip a Heet in four months, fuperior 
to what France and fpain could do in two years. . 

A3 It 
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It is aftonifliing fo wife a nation as France 
quarrelled with you at thcfe times : They 
ought to have known the difference now from 
what it was half 'a century ago ; the laft war 
convinced them of the truth of this. They muft 
confider how many brave hardy failors and fol- 
drf rs go from this country, to fight, conquer, 
or die with their brethren the Englifh ; inflead 
of being, as formerly, fo imprudent and impoli* 
tic as to take fide with the French, upon all oc* 
cafioAs, againft England. This makes a mighty 
difference in the balance of war. And I hope 
we fliall never be on other terms with the Eng- 
liih oation than we are at prefent, and were all 
lail war. In this (ituation, no power in Europe 
can have miniders of fo little penetration, as 
not to fee the confequence of making war 
wUTi a brave and united kingdom. Contracted 
as the fpace is which Great Britain and Ireland 
occupy in the ocean, yet we have three ports 
to one more th^n all France and Spain. This 
is our great nurfery for feamcn.' 

Laft war, you had 100,000 men on board his 
Majefty's fleets and privateers, to cruife againfl 
your enemies. At that very time you had 8000 
merchant fhips carrying on the trade of Great 
"Britain and Ireland, who rode in fafety, and tri- 
umphant in every quarter of the globe. What 

muft 
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muft foreigners thiak of. this nation, that could 
cany on fuch extenfire commerce, take every- 
place they attempted, and deftroy every fleet of 
the enemy they met with? Will they be foolifbly 
rafh in making war with that nation ? 

I can forefee another objedlion will be (lart- 
ftd, as to the rum from our plantatbns and 
Weft-India illands. Why not let their rum be 
ioiported at brandy-duty, or a trifle under ? tho' 
they deferve but little favour from the mother* 
country ; they are difobedient children. One 
thing I well know, that, if they can get goods 
at St£uftaiia, Surinam, or any of the free ports 
in. the Weft. Indies, on equal terms, or a trifle 
lower, they will never take ours. This coun- 
try, therefore, fhould take meafures for their 
own^ prefervation, to keep their provifions and 
neceSaries of life at moderate prices, fo as to 
carry o'n our manufadures, and find a market 
for them, independent of thefe wrong-headed 
people. This ftep, among others, would bring 
great advantages, and humble the pride and 
haughtmefsof ihc Americans, who have thrown 
themfelvcs into the arms of France, deftruftivc 
to the interefts of both nations. 

I hfive before faid, the princes of Europe are 
too wife to embark in fuch Don Qaixote fchemes 

as 
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as they have formerly done, agalnft fo powerful 
a nation. I again fay, that if we could fettle pro* 
per conditions and articles ^ith France, and 
trade with them as we do with the ungratefiH 
Portuguefe, it would profit- both nations, and 
keep the balance of Europe in their own hands; 
inre I am we would increafe our wealth and 
health more by this than all the continental coi^ 
neftions we hare. 

Times are greatly chiangcd, and the rivetted 
antipathy the Englifh had to that najion fhouU 
be forgotten, as the Scotch have diTne vN^tfa the 
Englifh. We heartily defpife the illiberal, iir- 
decent reflexions thrown out by the difappoiut)^ 
ed patriots, well knowing, that the Eugliih look 
on us as their brethren, and would rifque their 
lives and fortunes for us, as we have done for 
them^ and-we will be always ready to do (b> 
on eirery occafion, when called for by King and 
Parliament, Wc love freedom and liberty, and 
enjoy it more than thcfe flaming diffatisfied pa- 
triotSy whofe great aim is to get into places and 
power, and then, we fhould be under £ne ma- 
nagement ; but we have an old faying in this 
country. Better keep well as make.welL 

I beg leave alfo to fuggefr, thar, were the le- 
giflature to abolifh all- officers fees at the water- 

fidc, 



AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND, f 

fide^ and ^e the land and coaft-waiters more fi* 
hry, it wotild be ferving the revenue, and af- 
Gfling the fair trader. The fees, &c. paid at 
the water-fide arre a great encouragement to the 
unfair trader, and a great lofs to the merchant, 
who is not ; nay, that practice makes the officer 
infult the man who impc rts fairly, and he can- 
not get fucb difpatch as the other does who 
pays high fees«. 

It is to be hoped, at any rate, that all fee?, 
Hithin and wiiliout doors, will be taken xyff the 
Wooly and all materials wanted for that manu* 
fadure. At prefent they are very high on 
Wool and Woolen goods going coaf^-ways, and 
the officers very troublefome. It will be of 
much confequence to trade, if fonie regulations 
uke place as to thefe fees, and the officers be 
ordered to do their duty without fee or reward^ 
and to give all difpatch at legal hours. Upoa 
she vi4ioIe, the revenue will never be honefily 
dealt with, nor the merchant well fcrved, m hile 
thefe officers have the difpofal of favours, and the 
public money at their pleafure, and yet take 
fuch liberties as are moil (hameful ; as tiie mer- 
chant muft pay, or put up with the abufe to 
which, thefe people will oblige him to fubmit. 

I have 
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I have already noticed, that moft of the towns 
and villages in Scotland are extremely well & 
ttkated for carrying on Trade and Mannfaduresi 
bat none more fo than thofe in Eaft Lothian^ 
partiQilarly the Woolen branch ; it being a po« 
pulcus healthy country, having plenty of corn 
and wool, while water and coals can be had at 
fmall expence. . ^ 

There is one village, however, which I can- 
not omit mentioning here, as it was not. fully 
treated of under any of my former Sedlions^ 
The place. I mean is Linton by Liuton Bridge^ 
The (ituation of this vilhige is really beautiful, 
and might'be made, at no great expence;, a fea* 
port, capable of receiving veffels from 50 to 80 
tons. IVo fmall locks would enable fhips of 
thefe burdens to come ap to Linton Bridge^ 
and lighters and fuch craft could navigate to 
Haddington, the center of the country. How 
great an advantage this would be to the pro* 
prietors of the lands, «t> the farmers, and all 
ranks of people, muft at firft fight be obvious* 
It would leflcn the price of carnage of their 
corns, manufidures, and all kinds of produce, 
which they have occafion to carry to market, 
and have the fame efFe<5l upon the coal, lime, 
or any other goods or materials, which are ne- 
cefiVy to be brought into the middle of that rich 

country. 
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coantiy. This water communication would 
.iikewife favc the roads, by keeping many heavy 
xarringes off them, and would tend greatly to 
redoce the number of horfes, which are found 
to he irery burdenfome, as well to the Gentle- 
Bin as the Farmer. 

Whether this ufeful work fhould be under- 
taken at the expence of the proprietors of the 
lands in the environs, ^vho would, in that cafe, 
be entitled to all the benefits refulting from it, 
or by the public, who might be reimburfed by 
laying a fmall tax on the ton of each vefiel em- 
ployed in that trade, does not belong to me to 
determine. One thing is very certain, that 
were fuch a plan executed, it could not fail of 
being very ferviceable to that part of the coun- 
try ; nor do I imagine it would require any. ex- 
traordinary exertion of public fpirit to accom- 
plifh it. 

The Land-holders at the mouth of the Water 
of Tyne might Iikewife add largely to their 
eftates, were they to bank their grounds on the 
fea-fhore, as our allies the Dutch do* They 
have ftill more fea to encounter with, and deep- 
er water, where they have added many thou- 
fand acres of rich grpurid to their country, with 
nothing clfe than Jl^ke and r/V^r. Thcfc mate- 
rials , 
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rials, the people of ihis country have at hand ^ 
the Hollanders have to bring them from places 
at many miles diftance. The branches of the 
trees, brufh-wood, and fuch refufe as copes 
from Tynningham foreft, would do the bufmefs, 
and many hundred acres might be filled up in a 
few years with good foil fit for pafture or tillage. 
"W l^n a 'proper fence of ftake and rice is once 
fixed, it is furprifing how foon it fills up at the 
back. Every florm from the fea throws over 
abundance of fuch materials as feeds and firms 
it, and foon renders it folid ground. The falts 
With which thefe fca weeds or ware abound, 
keep the ground in good heartier many years, 
and add much real wealth to the proprietor and 
the country. 

An acquifition of this kind could not fail of 
affording great pleafure to thofe who carried 
fuch a fchcme into execution, as they thereby 
not only would have the merit of adding fo ma*- 
ny acres to their own property, Avhich formerly 
was of no ufe to the country, but likewife might 
induce others, equally well fituated for fuch pur- 
pofes, to follow their example. 

Many people may not be acquainted with 
what the Dutch call /iake and nee ; it will be 
proper here to explain it. The y?/i^^, therefore, 
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k large pieces of trees^ which they drive 
into the earth, at fome diftance from each, 
other. The rice is a kiiid of tv\igs which 
they weave about the fiakcy and make a fort 
of net of the whole. This fence has been 
foand by -experience a greater prefeiyativefrdm 
the encroachments of the Tea than even bul- 
warks of ftone. The former yielding to the 
prefliire of the water, and receiving througk 
the interftices different l^inds of fea-ware and 
TubbiA, becomes a (Irong and ibiid wall ; while 
the latter, «ot giving way to fuch impulfe, 
nor receiving any additional ilrength from the 
fea, is often carried away l^ it$ violence. 

Thefc undertakings, at the fame time that 
they would be productive of riches to the^ 
j>roprietor and the country^ would give em- 
ployment to many indufirious people. They 
alfo enjoy the fame advantages with -the fifh- 
■eries ; for every foot ^f ground thus taken in, 
as well as every fiih catched, is a real and fub- 
(lantial acquilltion, purchafed at no expence 
whatever, but that of labour. 

Having faid lb much on improvements in 

:general, I' muft now beg leave to offer a few 

obfervations on the attention which has been 

Vol. UL B paid 
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by fome indivjduaU to the advancement of tUf^st 
defireable objeft. ;,". 

The author of ^eries hy s Man of ^ua» 
Uty very juftly celebrates the condud of fevend 

' EdgliOi ladies^ married to noblemen of this 
country, for the public fpirit they have difco* 
vered in giving encouragement to the manu- 
fadurcs of that country which gave birth to 
' their hufbands ; nor, indeed, can they be fuffi- 
ciently applauded. Many ladies of our 'own 
country are bleiTed with the fame fpirit and 
benevolent difpodtions ; and I flatter myfelf, 
from fuch bright examples, their numbers will 
daily encreafe. Out of nunibers that might 
be mentioned, I (hall only take notice of one 
Lady of quality, worthy of imitation, whofc 

. refldence is near the royal palace of Holyrood- ^ 
houfc. This Lady has a great deal of merit ia 
"rulfing upon her Lord's eftate an excellent 
breedtof fhecp, of the fine-wooled kind, as 
well as all other forcs^ of cattle, though in a 
very indifferent part of the country. This 
Lady has.alfo variety of Woolen, linert, da- 
rn alk, &c. manufactured under her own in- 
fpedlion, of excellent qualities. 

In the fame manner, fnany Ladies might be 
mehuoned, worthy of imitation ; but in this, 

• -^ as 
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ii in the former inllancc, I /hall confine myfelf 
teoM, as a pattern to othen who would wifh 
U promote tlie real intere{li of their country. 
The lady I mean is fpoufe to a worthy citizen 
In u saftern borough of Ea& Lothian, The 
greateft pleafure ihe enjoys is that of giving 
employment to a number of indullrious people 
Ml her neighbourhuod, in the woolen and other 
bnnchet of bnlinefs, and of relieving the poor 
by a&t of benevolence and charity ; nor is her 
liuibaiu) lefs alBduous in the fame commendable 
work. He gives bread tu hundreds, is an ho- 
nour to hit profefltun, and a blefliiig to rhit 
part of the country where he refides, as well 
.as to that part of the coall where I drew my 
Sra breath. 

To multiply inlUnces of the ladies and gen- 
tlemen who dcfervc to be held in the hlghelt 
venention for their public (pirit, would be end- 
tefs. They are" dally increafing, and I hope 
will continue to do fu, till this country be 
brought to that Hate of improvement, in every 
branch of maDufad:ure, of which its Gtuation, 
in many refpe^s, renders it fu highly capable. 

We hqve had gentlemen of truly patriotic 
principles in former times ; I hope the raceare far 
from being extbguiflied. Mc M'l<eodo7 Cad. 
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boll was one of thofc : An konour to his 
country^ and, at the fame time, fo great asi 
cncoorager of its manufafiures, that, from his 
earlieft years, be never wore that of any other 
country^ as an inflance of which, I mud here 
mention an anecdote of that gentleman : Bar- 
ing come to Edinburgh upon fome private con- 
cerns, and ftanding in need of a new hat, he 
alked his man of bu(ine& whether there were 
any hat- makers in Edinburgh? To this he aiv 
fwered in the affirmative, and at the fame time 
fold him that a parcel (hould be immediately 
fttit him, that lie might take his choice of one. 
This offer, however, Mi' M*Leod rejected, well 
knowing the many tricks which are pradifed 
upon fuch occafions, of pafling off for Scots 
what in reafity was thfe manufa^ure of Eng- 
land. He indfted therefore to fe^ the hatter 
himfdf, and waited with patience till he had 
made* one for him according to his directions. 
Were all our countrymen to behave in this 
manner, ^ our manufadlurers would be in no 
danger of wanting employment. Indeed, fuch 
a condu^ is highly requifite at this time, when 
fo many tricks of this nature are daily pra6tifed 
by many of our fhop-keepers. Thofe, there- 
fore, who wifli^to encourage the manufadlures 
of their country, (hould purchafefrom none but 
fuch as advertife the commodities of it. One 

company 
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company ia Edinburgh, and they are not the 
leaft confiderable in iti have already done fo. 
There the public may be fatisfied they will be 
fuppUcd with real Scots cloths, as the company 
are concerned with more than one manufaflory 
in that branch. I hope they will meet with 
that encouragement which every promoter of 
the ipterefis of their country merits. 

Notwithltanding this chapter has extended 
to a much greater length than I at firft ex- 
pefied, yet many things are omitted, of which 
I once intended to have taken notice ; particu- 
larly with regard to the mines and minerals, 
with which tirif country is fo abundantly flored^ 
and from which ib much riches may be ex- 
pensed. 

Having now mentioned fome particulars re- 
lative to the Trade of Scotland, I muft beg 
leave to make a few obfervitions on the manu- 
faduriDg places in England. From the ac- 
qaintance I am honoured with, I own, I am 
more indebted for the following remarks, than 
the public could be had they been made by 
myfelf.only. 
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Ii 'i-;;e xzi p3pj!:»ai. — Though under no 
frr^i; r?r,?,i:i:b= of government, in that ex- 
Zt^.Tt r^ice there a c only two conftablet; 
yz'. ;ie p^^^ •^''^ >•'> peace and good order. 

Iz T'^".d iht row-en ef coc{bbles are not 
:.*i- • MT.',ti. T'aey are allowed to take in- 
:■ ,-_':,'-iy. ry rJieir cwa authority, riotous per- 
;jci :-r -*— a.",::- The inofl rcfpedable citizens 
a-; rfrr- it. bisoos :o have the office ; one of 
-. ": : -j -xii '.izsly :b: j»hc to exceed the bounds 
:' '-J T'sr. He Sr^pnioned au inhabitant, 
»^.-V .'Ji "ii ji-'ii'ierK, but who was in no 
J •...■ v--i;j ;f ;ii; peace when apprehended. 
J ;. •■:-;j;n TM carried oa agjimi the con- 
::i:'; s; L;-ce^Vr iZzet. Upon trial, ihc 
-■-. .;;",r.ed, :hat it was too delicate a niaC- 
.., -^ J.-f — ;=- i» the precife boundaries of > 



1 power. 



He recnnriniended in aid* 



tVJ> MTnagnodanon. Tte counfel t 
^arxs ap«d. An «hitr«"r vm ^t^^^ 



It i 
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■ment. To its inhabitants this is trvAy appli> 
cable, for t1ie3r have no revenue to manage. 
Xhey think thcnirclves fufliciently rewarded by 
fiH'Wig the community with bopour and Inte- 
gt^ty. The pqpnlation and progrefs of manu- 
fa^hires in this great village is very furprillng f 
ia little more than twenty years their numbers 
'have been doubled. 

The manuf aiming cat velvet ia very curi- 
ous, and is carried on to a prodigious extent. 
What Uriltes an obferver moll is, what is term- 
ed the Jingeing of the ciatb, by which it is fonn- 
ed to the tine fmoothnefs of pile ; This is done 
by machinery, which bears the piece of cloth in 
rapid motion over a red hot iron cylinder, where- 
by all the knotty parts are redoced and con- 
fumed without hurtbg the fabric. The cutting 
the velvet is performed by a nice and fharp fteel 
inHrumcnt which foRiatimes makes holes in the 
cloth ; thele and lunilar defefVs in ihe weaving 
are cbrioufly and very perfe^ly aiended by ^k 
and women, whtk>rfi^3dVirc timt burinels alooB . 
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modation for carrying on the different branches. 
Of late many inlprovements have been made ia 
this article. The variety of blocks for print* 
ing are alinoft innumerable. They are elegknt* 
)y cuty moftly on* holly wood, fome on geen*tree^ 
and fome on plane-tree. They are kept in a 
damp place to prevent^ their drying too mudu 
They coft large Turns originally, but, as fafhions 
flu^uate, when difpofed of they bring but little. 
Many who deal in printing and linen, pay tueeh 
ly of duty to government no lefs than L. 300; 
Their thread is moftly got from Ireland^ the 
cotton from Blackburn. The prices are very 
low : • Children's handkerchiefs are only three 
(hillings and (ix-pence per dozen ; larger ones 
from thirteen to twenty ftiUings,. which are 
wrought upon linen that may coft from eight- 
pence CO a fhiliing per yard. 

A good deal of fitk on a cotton ground is alfa 
manufadured at Manchefter.-— The handker- 
chiefs, vhich are very pretty, fell from thirty 
to feventy ihillingi per dozen ; women's gowns 
at one pound five fliillings and upwards the 
piece : Even the coarfe and cheap linen hand- 
kerchiefs are remarkably fmooth and well co- 
loured. Their copper-plate machines for mak- 
ing *thofe handkerchiefs are curious : £lue,^ 
green, and yellow colours cannot hb done m 

the 
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the printing method^— ^they muft be perfbrxaed 
1^ the pencil. 

Many complaints are made about a new re* 
gulation of the commiffioners at London, which 
introduces a ftri£t exa^on of the duty ; to fome 
traders it makes an odcU of L. 200 annually* 

The manufadurersof Manchefter are obliging 
and liberal : they pofiefs no narrow, no jealous 
apprebcnfions of difcoveries that m^ht hurt 
then : they Uve 10 iiriendihip and Jiarmony to* 
geiher. 

H A LI I AX. 

On the road from Manchefter to Halifax the 
country appears populous, for houfes are feen lip 
to the very tops of the hilk. Tbo^ the ground 
be not good, it is highly cultivated, and the land 
adjoining to the houfes is covered with woolen 
doth, tented on rows of (lakes. This method 
of tenting the cloth might be praftifed for dry. 
ing our linen in the courfe of bleaching, in place 
of hanging it out 'oofely, for then it is expofed 
to be torn ; whereas, by the Ejgglifli mode, it is 
fecurely fixed, and excellently expofed both to 
air 4ncl fun. 



\V 
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, It would be beneficial to this country, were 
there fpirit and encouragement of hiduftry in 
our clubs and county-meetings. An advertife- 
irient in the- York Joarnalwill corroborate an 
obfervation on the patriotifm of the gentlemen 
near Halifax, and indeed of all Yorkfhire : It 
is to be hoped the infcrtion of it here will not 
be difagreeable to the reader. 

** At a meeting of the Agriculture Society 
for the Eaft Riding, at Bevcriey, 9th OdoBer 
1776, the following premiums were offered: 

*' To the cottager (not renting above five 
pounds a-year) whofe family fhali fpin the great- 
eft quantity of wool before the firft day of Oc- 
tober next, to be certified by the minifter and 
overfecrs of the poor, within their refpedive 
townfhips, Three Guineas,— next greateft quan* 
tity, Two Guineas, — next. One Guinea. 

*' To the cottager (with reftriffion as a- 
bove) who /hall from his own hives produce the 
greateft quantity of honey in the year 1777, 
Three Guineas." 

By fuch local premiums more may be done, 
and induftry better encouraged at a fmall 
charge, than by large funds under the admini- 

ftration 
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ftration of Truftees, who, though meaning well, 
cannot poflibly fall upon fuch certain methods 
of preventing impofitions, and diftinguiihing the 
real merit of individuals^ as gentlemen, fo af- 
fifted, may do within the moderate circles of their 
owA neighbourhood. 

V 

At Halifax the fame government is eftablifhed 
as at Manchefter. — The people are alfo quiet 
and induftrious, having no public objedb of am* 
bicion or profit to contend for. This tovv:n is 
fiippofied to contain about lo^ooo inhabitanu. 
The whole country round is peopled with manu- 
faAurers of variou)» kinds ; with weavers, wool- 
combers, drefTers, cutters, dyers, fpinners, &c. 

who are employed by the mafler-manufafturers 
in the town and neighbourhood.— -So vaitly po- 
pulous is the parifli of Halifax, that it is (aid to 
coQtaia 50,000 fouls. 

Though the maftermanufadurers have pro* 
per accommodation in their work-houfes for 
^cry branch of the bufinefs, yet, there, very 
few of their workmen are employed. They 
have difcovered, that when numbers of thofe 
people are aflembled together, they are apt to 
combine in turbulent and feditious meafures; 
but, when difperfed in the country, and living 
in their own houfes with their families, they 
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are more ^itpofed to be quiet, <:ontented^ and 
tradable. 

The manufaAures of Halifax are diieflf 
fttrfFt, or fabrics for linings, or light cloths~for 
fouthern and warm countries, fuch as calliman* 
coes, {hallopnSy camblets, naps, &c. Thefe are 
of various qualities and prices, generally low. 
Till lately, all, or the moft part of the white 
and undyed"^ ftuSs were fent to tht London 
market. Now they dye all colours very well^ 
and fend iarge quantities of their goods diredly 
to foreign markets,— to Italy, Spain, Portugal* 
The navigable canal, lately compleated from the 
coaft of the Humber to within two miles of Ha* 
lifax is 4>fimmenfe. advantage to its trade. 

The dealers dreaded the moft fatal confe- 
^uences from the American rebellion ; but, hi- 
therto, they have experienced no change, but 
for the better, the demand now exceeding any 
thing formerly known ; but this arifes chiefiy 
from a new openii^g of trade to Ruffia^-andpart 
^f Turkey. 

Every hank of wool; in thread, rauft contain 
the fame length, or meafure of yarn, which is 
•fettled by flatute ; but the finer the thread is, 
tlie greater number of hanks will be got frooi- 

the 
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the pound, or other quantity of wool: Some- 
times, thirty two hanks are fpun from one 
•pound — A good fplnner may eafily earn eight- 
{>ence a-day. 

They fay, that) at Halifax, the pric.es of fpin- 
ning generally fall as winter approaches, and 
rife again in the fpring. They have their wool 
modly from Lincolnihire, Nottingham, and 
Leicefterfhire ; but the greateft part from the 
£rtt* It has a very long ftaple, commonly 
feven or e^ht, fome times up <o fift* en inches. 
The prkc very feldom exceeds ten iliillings the 
-ftonc.-^They efteem the firft fleece of a fheep 
to be the fincft wool, and keep it apart for their 
befl fabrics. 

In the procefs of their raanufaftory, the firft 
ftep is the operation of for ting the wool into 
three or four different qualities for the different 
fabrics. The next -ftep is to wafh it thoroughly 
with foap, for the expedition of which they 
tave machinery ; afterwards, k goes to the 
wool-combers, who drcfs it with the help of 
ftoves lighted with charcoal, — a late improve- 
ment in place of common coals, which did not 
•anfwer the purpofe fo well. Next, it goes to 
the fpinncrs, weaves, fcourers^ bowlers, (hear- 
ers, dyers, and, laftly, to the prefs. Hot pr 

Vol. III. C cqU 
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cold prefles are ufed, according to the qualities 
of different cloths^ or according td the taftc of 
the different markets. The firft gives a fintfr 
and rmooth<»r appearance to the cloth ; the 
latter is fuppofed to leave it with a more fub- 
ftantial quality^ though with a rougher appear- 
ance. 

At a dye-houfe here is an amazing dry cal- 
lender, which has a prelTure of one hundred 
tons, and is moved on a large wheel drawa 
rpund by a horfc. 

Here are made the beft wool combs in Eng* 
land : An excellent pair nmy be bought for 
1 1. 7 s. 

Some years ago, a large hall for wdbkn manu- 
failures was building at Halifax. It is a hundred 
Slid five feet fquare, with two floors, and divid- 
ed into four hundred booths for keeping fepa- 
rately the goods of different manufadurers. 
This is undoubtedly a better plan than that of 
Leeds, where all the goods are amafled on long 
tables in one great hall. 

It fliould alfo be mentioned, that over all 
this country tlx»C0al pits ar^ inexhauflible. 

It 
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It ought to have been remarked before that^ 
after the wool is combed, it is put up in hard 
twifted bundles, ftored in a particular ware- 
room, which is a low apartment paved with 
Hones ; and it is found^ by experience^ to be the 
fitter to be fpun, if kept in this (late for three 
or four months. 

. Tlie country between Halifax and Leeds is 
very fihe^ — all inclofed, and moftly divided into 
Very fmall lots, or clofes, as they are called, for 
the accommodation of the manufadlurers, whofe 
habitations are fcattered over the whole face of 
'the eountry. For feveral miles near the town, 
there is fcarce an inclofure that contains one 
acrc^. The rents are vaftly high, — ^from 4!. to 
8 1. the acre. Their meafures of land are com- 
monly reckoned by fo many days work, as the 
people term it, and two days work is fuppofcd 
to be equal to an acre. 

LEEDS. 

a 

Great bufmefs is carried on at this place'; 
One particular houfe had lately a commiffion 
from government, to the extent of 7000 I. for a 
coarfe fluff for black fpatterdafbes to the fokiiers 
abroad, 

C % There 
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There is no material difference in the proceft 
of the wookn manufactory here from that of 
Halifax, nor in the manner of carrying it on by 
woi kmen difperfed over the neighbouring coun- 
try J only the artijclcs arc different. 

At Leeds, they deal moflly in narrow coarfe 
cloths, from 3 s. to 12 s. per yard ; at Halifax^ 
they fend the greateft part of their cloths, 
ivhite and undjed, to London, -furnifliing little 
or nothing cHredly to foreign markets, till with- - 
in tJiefc few years ; but now they £sod vaft 
quantities of cloths, compleatly finifhed and 
dyed, to all parts of the world. They have a 
great market every Tuefday. The mafter- 
xnanufadurers, to the number of many hun- 
dreds, on the market days, bring their parcels, 
from all parts of the neighbouring country to 

their woolen hall. 

They have fixed hours for the fale of their 
difFerent goods. From nine to ten in the morn- 
ing," their dyexi and coloured cloths are expofed 
to fale ; from one to two o'clock, their white 
and undycd are produced in a different hall. 
The merchants and buyers go about through 
the hall ; they handle and examine the cloth, 
and there are few words to a bargain. When 
parties agree, the goods are fentto the mer-" 

chant's 
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cliaiu's houfe, or urare-room, where, if, upon 
finmecliate examination^ he finds faults which he 
might not difcover at firft in the hall, he is at 
liberty to retra£t the bargain^ and return the 
goods, unlefs, which is often the cafe, the par* 
ties agree upon ndw terms. 

Much of their wool is brought from the 
Borth of England ; the prices are commonly 
from y 5, to 10 s. the flone. They have a 
fine navigable river, and plenty of coals. The 
land near the town is generally at the rate of 
5L the acre. They ufe only the /hort wool, 
whkh is drefled by cards, and cannot be comb- 
ed : It is faid, the Shropfliire wool is the finefL 
Id England. This they mix with Spanifh wool 
to m^e fuperfines, which are manufactured 
here in fmall quantities, and which they afSrm to 
be fully as good as the fuperfines manufadlured 
in the fouth of England purely of Spanifli wooL 

Leeds is fuppoied to contain 60D0 inhabi- 
tants. It is an incorporation/ and governed by 
a mayor and two aldermen. There is a village 
called Rotherfield, about nine miles from 
Leeds, where is alfo a good hall, and weekly 
market on the Tuefdays. Here the cloths are 
generally broader^ and of a finer quality than 
at the Leeds' market. There is not a day ia 

C 3 the: 
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the week, Sunday excepted, without a cloth' 
market in fome one of the adjoining villages, ta 
which the merchants reforc fprftores to their 
ware-houfes, and for afTortments to make iip 
commiflions from different parts of the world. 

NEWCASTLE. 

At this place there is cwie of the moft conG-^ 
derablc printing-fields in England ; iti 1775 the 
proprietors fold to the extent of 3^^000 1* 
They have generally 6 or /cool, worth off 
goods in their ware-houfes at Newcdftle, but 
the manufa^ory is earned on at Carlifle. TThe 
raagiftrates. of Carlifle hav6 very injudiciouny 
raifed the rent of their field to an exorbitant 
rate, for they have obliged them to pay 60 1.' 
for fix acres. Such a foolifb condud in the ma- 
gldrates has made the company puixhafe a fiekk 
for thenifelves. 

The greateft part of their green and white 
cotton cloth is bought at Blackburn ; it is raifed 
one third in the price within thefc fix years. 
Though they deal in cotton cloths at low or 
middling pricey they manufadiire none them- 
felves : They do much in the copper- plate way. 
The handkerchiefs for which they have moft 
fale, are a red ground with white fpots, thir- 
teen 
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teen naUs in dimenfion^ and fell from 1 1« 3 s. to* 
il. 4s. per dozep. 

They have vaft variety of patterns for gowns 
and furniture : The purple and lilyoak grounds 
with various flowers are the moft beautiful ; 
there are aUb Tome light flowerings which are 
very pretty. 

Before this company was properly eftablifh- 
ed, the proprietors laboured under many difiicuU' 
ties ; .they were greatly at a lofs to find work* 
men fober and expert: Nay, they were ob» 
figed^ta bring one printer from Ireland at three 
half-g^iitieas per week, fbr three years certain. . 

The art of mixing the colours properly i» 
the moft material part of their buflnefs, in which 
k is difficult tafind expert hands- N(iw, how- 
ever, they have procured plenty in this and all 
the other operations y and though no lefs than 
thirty tables are employed, none of the hands 
receive more than ten (hillings weekly, except 
the overfeer, who is an intelligent man, and was 
touch forprized at the perfedion'to which 
ftocldng coats are brought in Scotland. 

At the field we ^re mentioning, fome bufinefs 
is done in printing linens ; the thread is moftly 

brought 
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brought from Ireland, part from Scotland ; but 
it is a great pity that in Ireland the thread i» 
bed and cheapeft. The linen of this company 
is wove and whitened at Carlifie, and it gene- 
rally comes at a very low price ; from eight: 
pence to fourteen pence the yard. 

It would be needlefs to mention any ttiing^ 
relative to Birmingham, Wakefield^ Shef- 
field, &c. the commerce carried on in thbfe 
towiis is known to ail. — Suffice it to fay, that 
in thofe places which are not concerned in poli- 
tical fquabbles, induftry and trade flouriOi. The 
inhabitants are happy ; no jealoufies fubfift a- 
mong them, faving the jealoufy of being furpalX 
fed by their neighbours in promoting the good' 
of the community. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP.. III. 



SECT. I. 

^h/ervathns en the Police e/ the City of Edin^ 
burgh^ and Hints on the Scctiijh Trade ta 
foreign parts, &c." 

IN the firft fe&ion of the (econd volume of 
this work^ a itew obfervations were made 
relative to the metropolis of Scotland. Though 
I meant to confine myfelf entirely to thofe ifanc- 
turcs, which are con(equentiaI to the Trade 
and Manufa<flurcs of the kingdom, yet 1 wifli 
to communicate every poffible intelligence to its 
remoteft inhabitants : curiofity is natural to 
man ; and ohjeds which appear grcateft in th^ 
eye of the community, firft command atira£lion. 
Hence in a work of this nature it is not impi o~ 
per, but abfolutely neceffary, to enlarge a Lttlc 
in a particular defcription of the trade of £din- 
burgb. 

Of the improvements which have been 
made within thefe few years, it would be 

ungrateful 
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ungrateful not to fpeak ; and equally ungrate- 
ful and ungenerous not to fay^ that thefe im- 
provements and decorations were greatly ow- 
ing to the indefatigable zeal^ the perfcvering in- 
duftry, and unremitting diligence of the late 
Right Honourable George Drummond, Lord , 
Provoft of Edinburgh, a gent'^enian whofe pa- 
triotifm was equal to his abilities, and whofe 
goodnoTs of heart, if poffible, exceeded both. 
It is not, however, my intention to enter into a. 
geographical defcriptiop ; fuch would tend more 
to perplex than inftrud. — I only mean to point 
out what to me appear deficiencies and impro* 
prieties in the police of the city, and give a brief 
hiftory of its comn^erce; 

The fii ft impropriety in the police feems to be 
the condu£tof the managers of the charity work- 
hbufe. This obfervati on, 1 own, is not new : — I 
rouft acknowledge 1 had it from a gentleman of 

ge property, a real friend to his country, an 
our to his acquaintance, and an ornament to 
focicty. About twenty ye'ars ago, he mentioned 
to Provoft Drummond, who, as I have already 
faid, will be long held in the higheft eftimation, 
that, were the people in the poor's houfe employ- 
ed in picking, clcanfing, fpinning, and manufadtur- 
ing wool to make flannels for the dead, and eve- 
ry other article neceflary for burying, all who 
arc interred in the church-yards of Edinburgh 

and 
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^nd Leith^ it not only would contribute to de- 
fray a part of the expences of the inftitution, 
but could be no tax on the inhabitants : Nay, I 
will venture to fay, that the Good Town wouM^ 
on the eafieft terms, give the ground to be 
broke open, in order to encourage fo public-fpi- 
rited and charitable an undertddng. 

However agreeable this propofal might be to 
my worthy political friend, it could not be car- 
ried into execution ; with his uTual difcernmeht, 
he perceived that an oppofition would be raifed 
by undertakers, upholfterers, and the deacons of 
craftst 

It is a juft and general maxim, that private 
intereft muft yield to public good. Hence it 
follows, that from motives of patriotifm, the 
tradefmen and dealer wn Edinburgh, inftead of 
throwing cbftru^Hons in the way, fhould lend 
their helping hand to bring the matter to a fair 
trial. 

Many fcbemes have been propofcd in order 
to fupport the Charity W^rk-houfc ; none have 
. been adopted. A law to eftablifh a poor's rate 
has been juftly oppofed by the inhabitants :— 
Yearly and voluntary colleftions are difagree- 
able to fome, and troublefome to others. The 

^laa 



j6 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

plan I have propofed would be of fervioe to 
the wbcle country^ for every parifh would na- 
turally adopt the fame plan. — This ' would fup^ 
port the living poor by means of the dead* 

Id treatmg of a fubjcft of this nature^ leveral 
reflcdions occur^ which^ by fome,^ may be 
deemed extraneous ; "but undoubtedly^ any ob- 
.iervationsconcermngthe profperity of a nation, 
Ihould meet with public, indulgence^ and a fa* 
vourable reception. The (ituation and beauty of ' 
the capital of a country^ are of confiderable ad- 
vantage^ for to tbofe are owing the conflux of 
people to encourage trade and commercci learn* 
ing and arts^ politenefs and refinement. When 
{ufh. advantages are experienced in the chief 
city, the fame fpirit of induflry and improve* - 
ment will be diffufed through the nation^. 

I 

Of this general affcrtion, the city of London 
. affords ti mo(t ftriting example. Upon the moft . 
fuperficial view, we cannot fail td remark its 
healthful, unconfined (ituation, gently fhelving 
towards the Thames ; its vicinity to that river 5 
its proper didance from the fea ; and the great 
facility by which it is fupplied with all the necef* 
faries, and even luxuries of life. 



It 
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It is reported of James I. that he meant to 
borrow a large fum of money from the city of 
London, and, for that pnrpofe, fent to the Lord 
Mayor. His LordOiip befitatedV unwilling to 
nfe his intereft to raife^ the fum. The King 
turned paflionaiey and threatened to remove the 
court to Cambridge, by which, faid his Majedy, 

3rour citizens will be cbnfiderable lofers. 

** .No/' replied the worthy magiftrate, '* we 
defpend upon trade and navigation, and we only 
intreat your Majefty not to carry the Thames 
along with you^*' 

It is greatly to be lamented, that fo few of 
cur -own countrymen refide in the capital. To 
what can this be owing? The rcafon is obvi- 
ous : — Local prejudices, and narrow notions, in- 
confiftent with polifhed manners and increafing 
wealth, are ftill obftinately retained ; andtofoch 
reafons alone rouft it be attributed, that Edio- 
burgh, which ought to have fet the firft exam- 
pie of induflry and improvement, is the iaft of 
our trading cities that has (hook off the unac- 
countable fupinenefs which has fo long and fo 
fitally deprefled the fpirit of this nation. 

Though great improvements have been made 
in this city of late yearj, owing to the fpirited 
condiid of the deceafed gentleman I have already > 
jncntioned , much ftill might be done. The un- • 

Vol. Ills D deanlin^fe 
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^rleanlincfs of Edinburgh Js a juft and general 
romplainty and is the chief reafon why fo few 
ftrangers vilit the metropolis of Scotland, As 
far back as the year 1698, Mr Fletcher of Sal- 
ton^ that moft manly and fpiiited author, and 
the moft patriotic gentleman Scotland ever pro- 
'^uced} makes the foUowing obfervations : *< As 
^ the happy fituation of London has been, the ' 

* principal caufe of the. glory and i»iches of Eng. 
'land, fo the bad fituarion of Edinburgh has , 
*'bccn one great occ^kfion of the poverty in 

* which the greater part of the people of Scot. 

* land live." It is but juftice to add, his re^ 
prefentative, if poffibl?, furpaffes his predeccflbr 
in ads of patr iotirm, benevolence, and charity,* 

I mean not to trace the gradual advance- ' 
ment or decay of our trade and manufaftures 
through - the feveral revolutions which this 
Jdngdom has experienced ; a very few obferva- 
tions will fufficc. 

The arts of peace were but little kpo.wn, or 
at l^aft liUle cultivated, till the union of the 
crowns of ScoUai^d ^4 Ji^Pg^^Rd^ in the perfon 
of James VI. Even thofe kingdoms and fta^es 

which 




• The ^^rthy gentkntan h^re alluded to is 
fmcedead; and 1 can- Affirm, that the ahpy^e 
ciiara0er is perf^aiy juft. 
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^bith have fince ingrofled the trade of the 
world, had made inconiiderable advaiKCs Hol- 
land had jud emerged from her fens and 
marfhes* With commerce, France was unac« 
qualnted; and, though fome faint attempts were 
made more early in England, Elizabeth .was the 
firft who eftabliihed the trade of that nation, 
upon a folid foundation*. 

When diffaraftion prevails in a country, nei- 
ther- leifure it^r inclination allow us to improve 
thofe arts which are generally the off'spi ing of 
quiet times, and of. a weltordfered ftate. Tlic 
iroperfeflion of our government and laws, the 
jorifdidtion and exorbitant pow^ of our nubi* 
lity, the weight of perfonal fervice, and the 
obligation^of the military tenure upon thehr 
vaOs, were, of themfelves, obftrudions fcarce 
to be furmountcd ; but, when we add to thefe 
our contfnuaT wars with Engiaiid, the diflenti* 
•ns among our great fa«ilijcs, our religious quari- 
relS]^ and the frequent minorities of. our princes,, 
can we be Jfurprifed, that .opr commerce and 
mariufaAures were but little the obje<fls of at- 
tention? Yet, even then, our fifheries were 
carried on with fome iuccefs, till, by the ill- 
judged laws ♦ of fome of our kings, they were 

_ « 

D 2 meanly 
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♦ Tb& bill laUly faffed concerning fijheries 

bas 
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meanly facrificed ta certain abfurd privileges 
which were then granted to the importunity of 
the boroughs. 

Few perfons of any rank, in thofe days^ .fre« 
quented our towjis. The manners of our 
peers, of oui: b4rons^ and cluefs of familiesj^ 
were not formed to bropk that equality which 
prevails in cities. The folitary grandeur of a 
country life, at tiieir own feats, and amidA 
their own vaflals, fuited better the ftateli- 
nefs and pride of thofe petty fovereigns* 
Edinburgh, though perhaps i^ might be (liled 
the capital, yet, in reality, pbfleffed none of -. 
thofe advantages, by^ which a capital is ufualljf 
didiiTgutfhed. It was. too near England to be 
thought perfedlly fecure. The feat of parlia-- 
menty and of the courts of juitice,' were not - 
fixed there till t^e^ unibn of the crowns, which 
took piac^ in the beginning of the feventeenA 
century,* when the fituation of Scotland was 
more deplorable than ever. We had, indeed, 
^the honour to fend a king to England ; but 

this 



has Included Storncrway and Strarrauer among 
the poris (J mentioned in the former volume) to 
clear out at, and the time of failing is left at 
the option of the adventurers^ from the \Ji of 
Auguft to the ifl of QSioher^ — This will prove 
fi/'^reat national ''advantage. 
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this honour coft us dear. We remained ia a 
Orange equivocal Hcuation^ little better than 
that of a conquered province. — The nation was 
difpirited ; the little trade we had languifhed : 
and decayed;, our great men, who had now no- 
wars to. wage, and no court to refort tpj either 
retired fuUen to the country, or, inlifting wicli 
foreign princes, vainly laviihed their blood in'- 
the quarrels of ftrangers*. 

Edinburgh, however, began now to in.- 
creafe, diough by flow- degrees. From ^this 
time, it became the feat of parlfaniept ^ btit even 
that was of little coafeqi^ence : Tlie parliament 
met only in. fumraer,.and continued fitting a 
few days, confequently the members had no in- 
ducement to bring their families to town. ]?or 
many years before the reftoration, the fpjrit of 
fanaticifm^ and the diClra^ions ^f the civil war, . 
put an entire flop to every national improvc- 
ment* .The rcftoration feemingly placed tlie • 
government uppn its ancient-^ bafis ; but the 
genius of. this country was flitl deprelled, and - 
the genius and manners of* a people arc hot to 
be changed by laws alone. — Example, imita- - 
tbn, and an attachment to the manners of the- 
gjreat, will effetfluate what, laws can never * 
do*. 

D J J Tfaec 
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The unhn of the two kingdoms^ an event 
equally beneficial to both nations, is the great 
sera from which we may juftly d»te the revival 
of that fpirit* and aftivity which the union of the 
crowns had well nigh fuppreffed ; yet the ad^ 
vantages of fuch a conjunction were not, for 
many years, either fully underftood, or proper^ 
)y cultivated. The pride of an independent 
kingdom turned the popular current againfl: a^ 
meafure which was now become effential to our 
very being as a nation. Hence, the arts of in* 
duftry, .which pfevailed in England', in this- 
country made but a^flow progrefs. Our manm- 
fadurcs were little attended to. Th6 depen- 
dence of our tenants, the fervices to which they 
were ftill fubje^, theii' fhort leafes and fmall 
ftocks, cbnfpired to prevent the improvement of 
our huibandryr Before the union, our foreiga^ 
trade was chiefly to France, Holland, and u{h 
the Baltic. The Engliih high duties ip which, 
we then became liable, naturally (topped the 
ccurfe of that ti*ade. A trade to the American 
colonies was then opened, but, at firft, was of ^ 
little advantage, for we had no home commodt* 
ties to give in exchange for what we imported 
from thence. 

As a great change has happened in the trade 
of the American colonies, and as the unhappy 

difputes 
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(BTputes which coninienced feme years ago, ftill 
fubidft, 1 ihall in my nexc chapter touch a little 
upon the occafion of tbofe diflferences ; and X 
ravtO add> that I made mod of thofe obfervations 
atthc^^^ankig'of the commotions, and tranf- 
mitled- them to fome Noblemen high in ofiice. 
Hovr far they oughl^ 'to^ h^ve followed fuch hints, 
i^ becomes not me to iay ; a candid public mult 
judge of their merit of unpFOpriety. 

After this neceflflfy digFeflion> I profecute 
the hiftory of the progrefs of our manufafturcs. 
By the treaty of Utiion, certain- funds were ex* 
psefsiy d'eftihed- to- the improvenienr of our 
teade ;• but the applioauon of thefe: funds for 
many year^ were- entii^ely negloifled. It is well 
blown, that a i^ertftin Aim was^agneod toiiepaid 
ta this kingdom^ as- an equivalent for .that pro- 
portion of our revenues which were to be impli- 
ed to the debt« ofr £nglandi Out of this. equi- 
valent, L. aooo were, dedined annually for fe- 
vttn years, to the promoting and, encouraging of 
our Manufadures aj3d Fiflieries*:. *. 

Many falutary regulations were^ made, but 
not properly followed out ; we were eithpr ne- 
gligent of our intereft, or were fo little accuf- 
tomed to matters of this Idnd, that twenty years 
^ after the union elapfed^ before a. TiPgle farthing 

of 
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of the fums deftined to the improvement of tlie 
country was ekher ap[died.or made. eifeduaL 
It was not tilt about the' year 1.725 that we 
came to have a proper fenfe of this unaccqua^ 
ablejiegligenee:..TJien a. better fpirit begaa to 
exert itfelf ; but what is remarkable at that time, ' 
Edinburgh and the neighbourhood were in 9 tcK 
tal ftagnation. Xo.wh^t. then can the rapifl'^ 
progrefs df . her trade be. attributed, but to tfalb 
many improvements and decorations pofterior to^ 
the period of wbicji we ipeak ? . 

t 

Since the year 1746^ a mod furprifing cbange-: 
has happened, in this countiy-:— Now.we banner 
not the feeble, and detached ef&rts of a few 
towns^ . but it is the united force, of the whole 
luition .wliicbt fceo^s. 9t length to be exertipg it- 
felf : : Huibandry^ manufaduresi general . com- - 
lBerce> and the increafe. of ufjsful people, ar^ 
become Ae obje<Els of univerfal attention* Hap-' 
py-and honoured ihall I think myfclf, if I have - 
ia the lea(l.contributed - to the progrefs of ob- - 
jefts of fuch utility, and advantage* : 

It is aftonilhing;' to remarkvhow many ppblic : 
companies have been eftabliflied in this place, . 
for the carryingon manufadures and other bran- - 
chesof trade fince the year. 1746, which before 
were fcarc^ly^ known in Edinburgh : The Bri- 

tifli:. 
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tifli Linen Company^ the Rope and Sail-cloth 
Manufadory, ^he Iron and ^Carpenter Manu- 
faftory, the Whale- fifhing Company, the Soap 
Work, the 6old and Silver Lace Company, the 
tierring-fiftiing Company, the Glafs iVlanufa& 
ture, the Sugar Work, the Vitriol and other 
Chemical preparations at Preftonpans, Potteries, 
&c. and many others needlefs to be mention* 
cd. 

Thus much did I think neceflary to fpeak con- 
cerning-the rife and progrefs of the trade of the 
metropolis : It would perhaps have appeared 
wuh more propriety at the commencement of 
* this work ; but in eflays, which are more caU 
ciliated to be beneficial than to amufe, method 
is not fo requifite. 

Before I finifh a narration fo immediately 
tohne£ted with the Scots trade, I muft make par- 
/iculai: remarks on Campvere, and the com- 
merce our countrymen have long carried on to 
and from that port, with an account of the 
privileges we enjoy in the Seven Provinces. 

In trefating on a fubje^ of this nature, it is 
undoubtedly proper to give ah account of the 
Scots Trade in the Nether lands y and of the 
.(iapleport of Campvcre. There, different na- 
tions 
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tions are fo conneded in commerce^ that thty 
all feem to owe their birth to one foil. From 
fuch an indance, it evidentlv appeais, that the 
extenfioq of trade diffuies a fpirit of liberality 
among mankind, and, contrary to the general 
received opinion, wipes away all narrownefs of. 
fentiment, and, indeed^ every contracted idea« 

Every one knows, that ray experience itt 
trade (how^ever ineflfedtual my efforts may 
prove) has enabled me to make hints tending 
to the benefit of the Scots nation, and furcJy 
any obfervattons on the ftaple pore of C^ssf^ 
vere merit public attention* 

It is needleff to give the Aaple contra&t at 
full length J yet as there are many who may be 
concerned in the renewing or prolonging of 
th^m, I only ihall obierve, that in the different 
contrads, there are few varieties from that 
printed ii> Maitland's Hiftory of Edinburgh, in 
the year 1749. 

I muft alfo mention, that at all times the ma* 
gittrates of Campvere have done every thing in 
their power for the mutual inter eft- of die con- 
tracing parties.^ 

The 
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The origin of the Scots trade in the Nether- 
lands is very uncertain ; for, the trafficic at firft 
being very inconfiderable, the tranfadions at* 
tending it were not committed to writing ; and 
as the regifters of the royal boroughs only be« 
pa kk the year 1551, and thefe of Campvere 
ia 1612, little affiftance cm be got from either. 
Sojffice it only to obferve on this head, that I 
have in my poiTefljon a copy of a paper^ allow- 
ing certain Scotfmen a liberty to trade in the 
Netherlands, as far back as the i32i> biit only 
for a limited time, and fubjed to the legal cuf* 
tMns, duties, and laws of the country. 

The firft. account we have bf any particular 
and pubUc. encouragement given to the Scott 
merchants to carry on trade in the low coun* 
tfies, is a grant by John the intrepid Duke of 
Burgundy, Earl of Flanders, &c. in 1407. This 
prince, deilrous of drawing foreigners to his do* 
minions on account of commerce, fixed on the 
town of Bruges * in Flanders as the ftapie port 
for the Scots trade, and gave them very liberal 
immunities and privileges. This grant was con* 
firined the year after by letters patent from the 
burgomaflers and counfeliors of the city of Bru- 
ges^ in which the title of Conjcrv^i^r is for the 
firft time mentioned, as an officer appointed to 

fuperintend 
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. Aiperintend and fecure the privileges of the 
Scots merchants. 

This trade was, however, greatly int^rop*. 
ted fome years after, by both countries having 
recourfe to privateering, whereby fome "private 
adventurers were gainers, while the regular 
oourfe of trade was ftopped, and. the proprietors^ 
of goods fuffered great lolTes. After many dc* 
predations on both (ides, peace was at laft 
brought about in 1423^ by commiflioners fent ' 
from Scotland to meet with thofe appobted by 
the Earl of Holland. This happened durmg 
the abfence of James I. long detained a prifbner 
in England, was ranfomed for L. 40,000, and re- 
turned to^Scotland in 1424. When he had lei* 
fure to confider the (late of his fubje^ls* tr^dc 
in Flanders, he was much difpleafed with the 
treatment they had met with during his abfence, 
under his uncle's regency. The Duke of Bur- 
gundy was at pains to pacify him, and, in order 
to fettle trade on a (urer and better footing, am- 
bafladors were fent over from Flanders* . Ac- 
cordingly more exten(ive privileges were grant- 
ed to the Scots merchants, and the town of 
Middleburgh in ZeaUnd was appointed the (laple 

pert for their merchandife, only for four years. 

...>•'■ ■ '■- ■ 
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This trade, bowever^ was fo uncertain and 
^aafetcled, that the advantages of it were again 
Tcftored to the town of Bruges, and a new 
grant, with ftiU larger privileges, was renewed 
•liy theXarl of Flanders. It^was, for near a cen- 
tury, in a very flu^ating (late, and the tov^ns 
4>f Middlebui;ghvand Campvere'vied with each 
idtjier which xDf them' flioqld make the mod en- 
.gaging offers to fecure it to themfelves. 

■ * 

About the 1532, the Scots merchants, meet- 
Jng with U^le encouragement from the Dutch, 
refented it by. diiftrefling them in a very valuable 
branch of their fifliing on the^oaft of Scotland. 
Accordingly, RobertFogoof Leith, withltv^eril 
veilels under his command^ cruifed along the 
.coafts of the -Low Countries, and took many of 
their herring bufles. The ^Hollanders, fenfible 
of the bad confeqiiences that muKl attend the 
fofs of fuch a profitable branch of trade, threat- 
ened to make Teprifals, and aftually did fo, by 
arrcfting all the effeds belonging to the Scots 
merchants jn then* xountry. This ftep fo exaf- 
peratcd King Jamcs^ that he tlweatened to put 
^in. entire flop to the Dutch herring fifhcry on 
^he coafts of Scotland. The States, on the other 
hand, applied to the emperor Charles V. to pro- 
te(5l them in their fifliing. otherwile they could 
•not r jiife their promifed fubfidies. Negociations 
Vol. III. E were 
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were acccrdlngly entered on between the Kiag 
and the Kmpcror, and a treaty was at laft 
eluded in 1541. 



Peace being reftored, the Scots mercl 
wanted to recover their former privilegeis tlkk'^ 
refpedt to trade in the Low Countries, and as 
they had not been confined to any one port tx«> 
dnfive of another, they made enquiry what 
town would be mofl: convenient, and aifbrd 
them the higheft encouragement. Accordingly, 
a meeting of the CommiiliouerSvof the boroughs 
was held at Edinburgh the Fame year, who ap- 
pointed two of tlieir humber to repair to Hol» 
land, and inform themfelves which of the Dutch 
ports would be rnofb convenient and advantage- 
ous for eftabhlhing the Scots ftaple. They 
made an eriqUiry accordingly, and reported that 
the town of Middkburgh was the moft com- 
modious, and made the moft, advantageous of-_ 
fers. This would probably have fixed the 
Scots trafFick there, had not the Duke of Bur- 
criindy, in or^der to render Campvere more flou- 
riihing by foreign trade, made ftill more favour- 
able propofitions to the Scots merchants, which 
were accepted^ and the confervator was appoint- 
ed to reilde there, 

TMs 
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' This trade would doubtlefs have centinued to 
fiourUh at Campvere, had it not been interrup- 
ted by diiTentions between the Scots and the 
town, which were fomented by the differences 
between the former and the Englifh^ then at peace 
with the Emperor. The Scots carried their 
xefentments to a vei*y- unwarrantable height,, 
and feized feveral Englilh veiTels, which they 
brought, as lawfol prizes, into the harbour of 
€ainpvere, and like wife plundered fome fhips 
bcbnging to Antwerp, whi<;h put it out of* 
Maximilian's power to proteft them. The Em- 
peror was fo exafperated at this laftinfiilt, that 
be ordered all the Scots (hips in the harbour of 
dainpvere to he arrtfted, and the failocs im- 
prifoned« Some, of thefe broke their confine- ■ 
inent, and making themfelves mailers of an 
Englifh veffel lying in ihe harbour, carried her 
to Scotland. This enraged the ILmperor fo 
much the more, that he commanded all the 
goods Jbelopging to the ^ Scots to be feized and 
,pubIicIy^fold for the benefit of the owners of 
the Englifh ihip ; and alfo publilhed a procjama- 
tion, declaring, that the Scots fliould be held as 
public enemies throughout nil the Low Coun* 

E . z~ After 
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After 2 long train of hoftilitie^ ^t fea on ' 
both fides, to the utter ruin of tracl^> and the 
dcftruflion of private and' pubfic intcrcft. a 
peace vva:s at lad concluded in 1550, anj the 
ports again opened to the Scots. George Gor*- 
don, confervator of t!ie Scots privileges,, re» ^ 
paired to Campvere, and was allowed' a yearty 
penfion of 50 1. or 300 guilders, by ti&e Duke 
Maximilian, to encourage him to ufe his btHi 
endeavours to bring the Scots trade to th«t 
place, one half to be paid by the Duke^ and 
the other by the magiftrates of the town. 
This (liows that there was no ftaple contraft 
then between the royal boroughs and Caaip^ 
vere. Their mutual commerce, -however, con- 
tinued pretty fuccefsful for fome years, till 
the death of Maximilian of Burgundy, Mar- 
quis of Campvere," &c. their patron and protec- 
tor, which happened in 1558.—- His lofs was 
fever cly felt by the Scots at Campvere, their 
trade and privileges being totally neglected by 
his fuccelTor Philip II. of Spain, .who purchaSfed 
that marquifate. 

Oh this occafion, Mr Gordon, the confervator, 
wrote a letter to his Spanilh Majefty, fcttiog 
forth,' in very ftrong terms, the hardlhips the 
Scots merchants laboured under at Campvere, 
and the great advantages that accrued to his 

fubjefts 
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fubjeds in that town by the cxtenfive trade 
carried on by the jScots. To this it appears 
that Philip made no immediate an fwer; but^ 
fome years after^ confidering^Campyere as his 
own property, and moved by the concurring.- 
reprefentations of the confervator . aiid magiC- 
trates of the town, he gave a new grant xon* 
firming and enlarging the Scots privileges in- 
tbat place^ In this grant,. there is a very (In* 
gular claule, . vlz^ ** That the Scots (hall have 
their choice ofach^el in the collegiate church 
of faid townf and > a chaplain, foch as it ihall 
pleafe the.' faid nation^> always under/} anding, 
that he.dialLbe of the Catholic religion.*' 

That the Scots (hould agree to the oondJ- 
don of having a chapel in Campvere, with a 
chaplain of the Konwn CathoUc perfua(ion, (j^ 
late as 1558, wben-thc reformed religion was 
eftabliflied bylawia Scotland, is fomewhat est, 
traordin^y ; efpecially, at a time when moft 
of the boroughs, and almoft all the inhabi- 
tants, bad not only renounced Popery, but ah 
aft was pafied, under the regency of the Earl 
of Murray,., making it crmiinal to profcft the 
Po];H(h religion, under the moft fevere, and 
even cruel and tyrannical penalties. But the . 
anxiety of the Scots merchants for the re- efta- 
WKhment of their trade in the Netherlands, on 

the 
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the one hand, made them fubmit to this reftric- 
tion, apd on the other, Philip maintained his 
genuine charafter, by which Ke facrificed to his 
rfcfigion, not only his temporal intereft, but 
every principle of humanity, outdoing, in fu- 
rious and blind zeal^ the bigotry of his own 
Spanifh clergy. 

Soon after this, the Scots trade to the Low 
tJountries underwent a great variety 6T 
changes, on account of the wars betwixt the 
Dutch and the King of Spain which immediate- 
ly enfucd, and which obliged the Scots fadors> 
and Mr George liacket, their confervator, to- 
leave Campvere, and return to Bruges in Flah« 
ders. The Prince of Orange having gamed 
ground in Zealand, liberated that province, 
from the tyranny it had long groaned under^. 
and brought peace to the inhabitants. Trade,, 
long interrupted by the civil wars, was again 
reflored, and Campvere rendered more flourifh« 
ing than ever. In the year 1578) James VI. 
on the oue part, and the Prince of Orange on 
the other, propofed to fix the Scots trade to the. 
Netherlands in that town, which brought about 
what may be properly called the firA JlapU 
contra^ betwixt the two countries. According- 
1}'', this contra^, confifting of feventeen ar- 
ticles, was amply, extended, and figned by the 

confervator. 
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tonfervator, and two Scots coxnmiinoners^ and 
feven of the magiftrates of Campvcrc. 

Although it was ftipulated as a principal ar- 
ticle of the contraid, that alLftaple goods fhould 
be landed at that port; yet it was not hoiieftly 
obferved. The Scots fadors and merchants 
Icreening themfeh^es from the demands of their 
creditors, frequented Flanders, and pretended, 
when they were prcffcd to pay their debts to 
thenr.corxefpondents in Scotland, that they were 
fobje&s to Philip IL This obtained a protec- 
tion for them, the rather that they profcflkd 
themfelve^ good Catholics. The royal bo- 
roughs, upon intelligence of this, took the moft 
-effedual means to prevent the bad confequen- 
ces of this praJlice, fo detrimental to trade both 
at home and abroad. They accordingly, in the 
158:21, formed a refolotion^ prohibiting any per- 
fon to be admirted, or fufFered to ufe or exer- 
cite the office of faftory in any of the ports of 
Zanders, Zealand, Holland or Bi abant, by the 
confervator there, but foch as profefs ihe true 
religion of J efus, as openly publifhed in Scot- 
land : And that, before their admilTion thereto, 
they (hall, either by themfelves, or others in 
their name, find fufficlent caution within the bo- 
rough of Edinburgh, and to the magiftrates 
thereof, for maintaining the faid true religion, 

and 
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and be anfwerable to aM and every perfon witb 
whofe goods tbey fliall be iutrufted during their 
office of fadory, and that they (liall at all times 
be forthcoming for the fame to the owners 
thereof whenfoever required ; commanding the 
faidconfervatortofeethisordinance duly execute 
and fulfilledy with certification^ if he fail, he 
(hall be obliged to refund all damages and fkaith 
which the perfons defrauded by the faid factors 
(hall in any way fuftain, and alfobe deprived of 
ojfiice of confer vat or without favour. This re* 
folution had a good eSt6t, by fixing the refi^ 
dence of the fadlors and conferva tor at Camp«^ 
vere, where courts were held by. him and hi&. 
afleflbrs for many years» 

In the year- 1612, there was a frefh contract" 
concluded between deputies from the Scots bo- 
roughs and the magiftrates of Campvere, in the:; 
moft ample and formal manner, and containing:" 
many privileges and immunities not exprelTed 
in any former grant. In virtue of this, the 
Scots trade in the Netherlands increafed and 
flourifhed till the affairs of Great Britain were 
thrown into the utmoft diforder by the civil war 
which broke out between Charles L and his 
fubjedh in 1638. As moft, if not all the merr 
chants and facStors in Campvere were of different 
principles from the king, both in civil and eccle- 

fiaftical 
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Saftical government^ they the more readily be« 
came firm A'iends to the oppofitioir made to his 
meaAres in Scotland. Thefe diflentions be- 
coming more and more Ririous, the oppofite 
parties recommended themfelves to the appro^ 
bation of their friends abroad, forefeeing that 
things wcDld be carried to fueh an extremity as 
muft oblige them to apply for sffiQ ance where- 
ever they could find \u It is therefore not fur-^ 
pri(ingy that the Scots in>Campvere ihould joia 
v^ich that party whofe princij^es and meafures 
they moft approved of. 

At this critical 3un£lurey there was none 
more, affive among them in oppofing the de* 
figns of the King, than one Thomas Cunningham^ 
faiflor and merchant in Campvere. He was z- 
man of wealth and credit, and, in the tafte of 
thefe times, of great ingenuity. He entered 
with great lceenne& into the views of the meet* 
ings of the nobility, gentry, clergy, and bur- 
gelTes, at Edinburgh, called the Tab Us, agaiiiffc 
Charles's meafures, and thofe of his party. In 
order to nia»ifeil his concern for the common 
caufe, he caufed a copperplate to be engraved^ 
and cafl oiF, in the manner of what mathemati- 
cians call a magical fquare, fa that it might be 
read horizontally, perpendicularly, and diago- 
nally; containing iiriAures on the ilate of civU 

and 
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and religious affairs. This curious and ^labo^ 
rate copper-plate was called the Tbifile's Btm* 
ner; it expreflRrd a great regard for the King» 
but, at the'fame tirne^ the utraoR deteftation (yf 
Poperyr, Prelacy, and arbitrary power* Con* 
' ningham caufed 200 copies of it to be thrown 
off oa white fattin, and 1 800 on paper, which 
he fcnt gratis to his friends in. Scotland, ancB^ 
elfe where. By this device, it required no ma^ 
gic to explain his principles, both of churcl^ 
and ftate ; it therefore proved » good introduc* 
tiou to a correfpondence with the managers of 
the Tables at Edinburgh, who foon found,, 
from his being a man of great credit abroad, 
that he could be of great fervice to them» He ' 
accordingly received letters from many perfons - 
of diflindion, wherein they appointed hio^ 
their agent and confident. -This engaged-him 
to advance upon commifTion for his Scots cor- 
refpondents, on his own credit, and that of his 
friends in 2jealand, fums of money to a prodi-^ 
gious amount. Of thefe commiflionS| and other 
incidents, he kept a very didinA account from., 
the year 1640 to 1650, which he called a J^«^ 
tiJian Journal. 

The fk-ft who fuffercd on this occafion by 
the merchants and factors at Campvere for his 
indiifcrencp to what was reckoned the common 

caujej^ 
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^nufe^ was Sir Patrick Drammond, then confer* 
f ator. The royal boroughs of Scotland found 
great' fault with him for neglecting the duties of 
\a& oflEce^ and accordingly^ by letters to Cun- 
ninghaiDy he was fufpended and difcharged 
'^froiD uplifting the dues and pendens from the 
town of Campvere in July 1641 ; and a few 
months after^ he met with a ftili greater mor- 
tification from the committee - of the eftates of 
^parliament, by a feritence of deprivation and 
depofition* In this fentence^many heavy ar* 
ticles of complaint >andaccuration were preferred 
againft him^ and, as he did not compear altho' 
fammoned^ he was -depofed in his abfence. 
The year following, Cunningham was appoint- 
ed confervaror in hi«:room by the royal bo^. 
•roughs ; but the 'King, who doubtlefs knew the 
fecret motives of their xefcntment againft Sir 
Patrick, would not ratify the commiflion. Cun- 
ningham neglecled nO means to accomplifli his 
end. He applied to his friend Sir David Cun- 
ningham, who procured aletterof warm recom- 
mendation (igned by fome of the leading Scots 
Lords in his favour, to his Majefty : Sir David 
was introduced to the King at York by the 
Prince Palatine, and William Murray of the 
bedchamber, with a commiffion ready drawn; 
but he met with a very mdifierent reception. 
The King afked him who advifed him to pre- 

fent 



/ 

«o ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

feat fuch a fignature in favours of Cunninghaxn? 
Sir David honeftly anfwered. That k was the 
.Scots ccnnffliflTioBers at London^ with the Prince 
Palatine and Mr Murray. The King replied, 
^* That the Prince was a feel, and Murray a 
knave, for that Cunninghani'had done fuch 
fervices to his enemies againft him, th^t he 
would fooner give th'e place to the devil than 
to limu'* 

This difappointment, however, did not deter 
Cunningham from applying himfelf, with dili- 
gence and affiduity, in ferving his friends and 
correfpondents in Scotland, in whofe views he 
i^eenly engaged. He was intruftcd with their 
xommilfions, and to g(ve them uncdmmoa 
-proofs of his wifliing well to their caufe, he 
•fent them over, upon his own credit, no lefs 
than ten thoufand (land uf arms ; nor did he 
jaegled to fupport the Proteftants in Ireland, 
then in a mod deplorable iituation, where he 
i;un the greateft rifle of never being reimburfed* 
The committee of eflates in Scotland were {a 
fenfible of his zeal to ferve them, and that 
they could depend on liis fidelity, that they 1m- 
,powcred him and John Houflon merchant in 
.London, to borrow, on their credit, two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds Sterling, at common in- 
tercd^ at that time no lefs than 6 per cent. 

Cunningham's 
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Cunningham's fervkes to tlie common caufe 
were not only acceptable to the cftatcs of par- 
liament^ but were highly approved of by the 
alTembly of the church. At this time, clergy 
and laity were equally employed in pulling 
down and building up. The refolutions of the 
General AiTembly confirmed and fupported the 
views of thofe who were chiefly concerned in 
the oppofition to the King and court party. 
At this time, viz. in 1643, the Aflembly met 
at Edinburgh, and received the minifter of the 
Scots church at Campvere as a member, and, 
for the firft time, brought the faid church un* 
dcr their difcipline and government, which has 
continued ever fince, with few interruptions. 
The Aflembly had pafled an ad the year before, 
mviting the minifter of Campvere, and a ruling 
elder, to attend a meeting of the faid General 
Aflembly at St Andrew^s, at which time they 
would be iuroUed in the books as members ; but 
this did not take place till the year after, when 
the Rev. Mi* William Spang^ minifter of the 
Scots church at Campvere, appeared perfonally. 
His ftipend was paid at this time by an order 
of the royal boroughs, .amounting to 1200 
guilders y-early, and 100 guilders to the reader. 
Spang and his congregtoon continued their 
zeal for ftrengthening the caufe they had 
efpoufed, and, as a proof of it, they, with great 
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formality, fubfcribed the Solemn League Mnd 
Covenant, then looked upon as the mod unequi* 
vocal teft of their afFe*51ion to the Prefbytcrian, 
and hearty oppofition to the Prelatic govern- 
ment of the church, and the meafures taken by 
the King and his adherents for effablifliing the 
latter. This covenant was publicly fubfcribed 
at Campvere, apth May 1 644. 

- Cunningham, and his friends at Campvere^ 
abated nothing of their ready affiftancc to the 
ftates of Scotland, which their preffing necefli- 
tics and demands required. At this time, John 
Lord Maitland, afterwards Duke of Lauder- 
dale, became a hearty friend to him, and, at his 
foliciiation, joined to the favourable opinipn of 
many perfons of diftinftion, he was made agent 
for Scotland in the Netherlands. I'he inftruc- 
tions relating to this ofHce were accompanied 
with a promife from the eftates to make him 
confcrvator. This commiflion ht foon after 
received, with an aft of parliament m his fa- 
vour ; but the differences between the Scots and 
the King were then arifen to fuch a height, 
that this aft rendered Cunningham a dill grea- 
ter objeft of his difpleafure. So far was his ^ 
Majefly from ratifying his commiflion, that he 
wrote to the States-general, complaining of 
the parliament's taking fuch an impertinent 
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fep, and recommending Sir Patrick Drum- 
mond^ the bearer of the letter; but their High 
Mi^tineffes excufed themfelvcs from meddling 
in th^ matter. Drummond looking upon Cun- 
Aingham not only as his rivals but as his im- 
placable enemy, challenged him to decide their 
qaarrel by a duel^ which he declined as un- 
chri/Uan and illegal, and applied to the States- 
general for their protedion againft his adver- 
fary, in which he fucceeded ; not only fo, but 
by the good offices of his friends in Scotland, 
he at length obtained, in ample form, a com- 
miffion from *the parliament, under the great 
feal, as confervator and agent, v/ich power 
to uplift money upon the public credit. Al- 
tiiough he had already furnitked his Scots cor^ 
refpoudents with immenfe fums^ he dill conti* 
nueid to fcrve them with his ordinary a<^iviiy. 
He had advanced before the 1647 no lefs than 
L« 670,635 : 7 : II Sterling; a prodigious fum, 
confidcring the high value of money upwards 
of a hundred and thirty years ago. But while 
he was venturing his credit, and employing his 
intereft to anfwer their demands, another party^ 
which then prevailed, made him feel the elTecls 
of their refentment againft him, and, to his great 
mortification, the commiiTion of agency was re- 
called. He was indeed allowed an annual pen^ 
fioD of 5500 merks ; but this, he faid, was f*r 
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below the yearly profits he made as a merchant; 
a proof that his bufinefs muft have been very 
great, 

Charles TI. was no ftranger ta Cunningham's 
charai^er ; and though he met with a very m- 
diffcrent reception when he went to pay his 
compliments to him at the Ha^e, he was ftill 
fupporred by the good offices of his friends a- 
mong the royal boroughs, whereby his com* 
miflion and annual falary were reftored, and at 
lafl they had the influence to make the King 
lo->k upon him with a more favourable eye. 
^Vhat contributed greatly to this was the ad- 
vance of 50^000 guilders by the Scots merchants 
in Canipvere, which was a very feafonable fup- 
ply to Charles, in confequence of wnich, the 
King not only confirmed his commiffion, but al- 
fo created him a knigtit. This honour he en- 
joyed, together with his office, till his death in 

During Cuningham's time, the Scots trade at 
Campvere was more confidcrable, and fiourifh- 
ed more than at any other period either before 
or fince. /\fter his death, there was no confer- 
vator appointed till after the reftoration, when 
King Charles granted a cominiiTion to Sir Wil- 
liam Davifon, Bart, and one of his Majefly's 
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moft Hon. Privy Chamber. He is there ap- 
pointed confervator of the privileges of the 
Scots merchants in the Netherlands, and his 
Majefty's refident for all the affairs of that 
kingdom in the Seven Provinces. He was foon 
after made knight of Nova Scotia, and king's 
agent for the affairs of Encrland and Ireland. 
Sir William, fenfible of fo many honours con- 
ferred upon him, became extremely vain of hi* 
power. His agency for English and Irifli af« 
fairs obliged him to r elide fometimes at Amiler- 
dam: while in that city he brought himfelf un- 
der a molt difagreeable predicament, by rcfuling 
to pay, with the other inhabitants, two per ce?2t* 
upon his efFedbs ; and though he endeavoured 
to excufe himfclf, by virtue of the king's com- 
miffion, fo little regard was paid to it, that he 
was threatened, upon longer delay, with un- 
hinging the door of his houie. He made great 
complaints, but to no purpofe. He had brought 
over with him fuch principles both of church 
and flate, as were extremely oppofite to the 
fentiments of the Scots merchants and fa<ilors. 
On this a mifunderftanding enfued between him 
and them, which was fomented by his imprudent 
meafurcs : He became indifferent as to llie ex- 
ercife of his office, and at length formed a refo- 
lution of depriving the Scots merchants at 
Campvere of the benefit of their flaple trade 

F 3 there 



66 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 



-\ 



there altogether. This foon occadoned a very 
remarkable change hi the ftaple port : He rc- 
folved to remove it from Zealand to a place 
where he might meet with more encourage, 
ment and relpeft^ and accordingly agreed to 
ofFers made him from Dort in Holland. He in- 
gratiated himfclf with the De Witts, then tbc 
ruling members of the republic, who exerted 
themfelves in this affair, as a meafure that muft 
bring both honour and advantage to that town. 
He likewifc prevailed ou the royal boroughs to 
fend deputies, with proper commiilions to Lon* 
don, and wrote to the fecretary of ftate to pro* 
cure the King's permiflion to conclude a contrad 
with the town of Dort. In anfwer to this let- 
ter, he received very ample powers to remove 
the ftaple from Campvere to that city. A very 
full contract was accordingly extended, confifl- 
ing of no lefs than fifty articles, being the. moft 
compreheiifive of any ever made either before 
or fince. In this contrad, a church is allowed. 
according to the fervice eftablifhed bylaw in Scot- 
land, which was then Epifcopacy. Confidering 
the temper of thefe times, this dilobliged the 
Scots merchants and fadors in Zealand^ and 
prevented their removing and fettling in Dort, 
nouvithftanding an order from the commiffio- 
ncrs of the royal boroughs to carry all ftaple 

goods 
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goods to that town^ under 'the penahy of 2a 
fer cent. 

Davifon was fo mortified in all his attempts, 
that be refigned all his offices in two years af- 
ter ; and war being declared agamft the Re- 
public; the Scots, trade to the Netherlands waa 
totally fufpended for fome time. When pub- 
fie affairs were again fettled, the royal boroughs 
took meafures to re-eftablifh the flaple trade at 
Campvere. This m^eafure was xiiuch proltioted 
by the Prince of Orange, now proclaimed Stadt- 
holder, who agreed to a contrad for twenty- 
one years, which was ratified in 1676. But 
the trade was much interrupted by a difpute 
which arofe between t the Scots merchants and 
the confervator. Sir James Kennedy, who 
wanted to introduce a Roman Catholic minifter 
into the Scojts church. This they vigoroufly 
oppofed, and, without regard to him, made 
choice of a clergyman of their own perfuadon, 
whom they eftabliihed as tlieir paftor. He was 
the firft minifter of the Scots church at Camp- 
vere who was admitted a member of the pref. 
Irjrtery of Edinburgh, as alfo of the fynod of 
Lothian and Tweeddale, which is continued to 
this day. 
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Sir James dying about the Revolution^ Sk* 
Andrew Kennedy of Clofburn^ Bart, was cho- 
fen confervator. As he was a gentleman of a 
very different ftamp from his predeceilbr, both 
as to religion and politics, the ftaple, under his 
adminiftration, recovered very condderably for 
feveral years; The former contradl being to 
expire in 1697^ Sir Andrew was commiffionecl 
by the boroughs to renew it for twenty-one * 
years more. It was accordingly concluded at the 
Hague in December that year, by commiffioners 
from King William as Marquis of Campyere^ 
and deputies from the magifltates of that town^ 
as contradors on the one part, and by Sir An- 
drew^ as reprefenting the royal boroughs, on 
the other part. It was foon after ratified by' 
William as King of Scotland, and by the ftates^ 
of Zealand as fovereigns of the province. This 
contradt laboured under many difadvantages, 
owing to differences between the factory aud 
the magiftrates of Campvcre. What augment* 
cd thefe differences, and prevented due atten- 
tion being given to the general good, was, that 
Sir Alexander Cumin of Coulter had furrep- 
titioufly got a gift of the office of confervator 
from ^ueen Anne. This involved Sir Andrew 
Kennedy, who had his commiffion for life, in a 
tedious and expenfive law-fuit with him, which 
in a few years almoft deftroyed the ftaple trade^ 

and 
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and reduced it to nothing. The contraft, was, 
however,- renewed in 1718, the year on which 
it was to expire, by Mr Andrew Kennedy, tip* 
pointed confervator in place of his father, who 
was dead fome time before. 

In the year 1725, the States-general made 
a new regulation as to the importation and ex* 
porta tion of goods, greatly reduciag the duties, 
which made the exemptions at the ftaple port 
of little coniideration. On this occadon, the 
Scots merchants at Rotterdam failed not to re- 
prcfent, that the privileges at Campvere were 
of no fervice to the Scots trade : This, in the 
mean time, had a very bad cfFc£t, Mr An- 
drew Kennedy being dead, the royal boroughs 
appointed Archibald Macaulay, £fq; to fucceed 
him as confervator in 1727. He found the 
ftaple port only frequented by a fiew fhips from 
Aberdeen with their manufa<flures, andjittlc 
known to ib.e reft of Scotland ; but, by a clofc 
attention to the duties of his office, and by cul- 
tivating an intimate friendihip, not only with 
the factors, but with the magiftrates of Camp- 
vere, he greatly increafed the Scots ftaple trade. 
As the contrad was to expire in 1739, the Rot- 
terdamers formed fchemes to prevent the re- 
newal of it ; but the royal boroughs being 
timeoufly advifcd of it, in 1736 commiflioned 
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Mr Macaulay, Lord Confervator, to negociate' 
a prolongation of it with the inagiflrates of 
Campvere. This he did with fuch expedition^ 
that before the fchemes of the Rotterdamera 
could take efFeft, a contraft of prolongation for 
twenty-one years was concluded, with fevei^al 
amplifications of great confequence to the 
trade. 

I 

During the war of 1744^ the fiaple trade 
fuffered confiderably for want of tonvoys ; and 
the rebellion breaking out in 1745^ the men of 
war were neccflarily employed in either guard* 
ing the coafl, or preventing the communication^ 
of the enemy with their friends in Scotland*- 
At this critical jundlure, the Dutch fieet and ax> 
Engliih fquadron were found neceflary to cov«r 
the province of Zealand ; but as foon ai 
an arra^d vefTel could be fpared from that 
fervice, a frigate was appointed by the 
Prince of Orange, then High Admiral, to con- 
voy the Scots ihips tlicn at Campvere, and to 
bring back the trade from Scotland, Had the 
war continued, a regular convoy of fufficicnt 
force would have been granted by his Serene 
Highnefs, on an application from the conferva- 
tor or his depute. In 1748, the royal boroughs^ 
taking into confideration the great'^ obligations 
the lovers of liberty owed to the princes of the 
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illuftrious houfe of Orange, and particularly that 
they, in a great meafure, were obliged to the 
interpofitlon and vigorous meafures of the then 
Prince for the bkffings of peace being again re- 
ftorcd to them ; they therefore refolvcd to fend 
deputies of their number to compliment his Se- 
rene Highnefs on his promotion to the high 
dignities of his family ; and for that purpofe, 
they appointed the Right Hon. George Drum- 
mond (formerly mentioned), then Lord Provoft 
of Edinbui'gh, and the Lord Confervator, Ar« 
diibald Macaulay, afterwards Lord Provoft, as 
their commiflioners. They were at the fame 
time charged with a commifiion to negociate a 
prolongation' of the (laple contradi, and to pro- 
cure the Prince's ratification of it, as Marquis of 
Campvere. Their Lordfliips were received at 
Campvere with every mark of friendfhip and 
rcfpc^fl, and <leputies from the magiftracy 
were appointed to attend them to the Hague. 
They were accordingly received moft graciouf- 
ly by his Serene Highnefs, and acquitted them- 
felvcs with becoming dignity. The Prince gave 
them the ftrongeft affurances of his great regard 
for the royal boroughs of Scotland, and the at- 
tention he would pay to whatever concerned 
their intereft. They hstd, during their ftay at 
the Hague, diAinguifhing honours conferred on 
them by their Serene Higlineflos, where a pro. 

longatioa 
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longation of the ftaple contrad for twenty^one 
years, after the expiry of the then current one, 
was concluded in a few days. The town ol 
Rotterdam took the alarm as ufual, and drove, 
by all the mfluence they could ufe, to prevail 
on the Prince not to ratify it. But his High* 
nefs gave a frefh proof of the (incerity of his 
profefiions, by (igning the ratification in the 
mod ample form. In the 1749, the commif* 
fioners having reported to the general conven- 
tion of royal boroughs the fuccefs of their ne- 
gociation, orders were given to publifli the ftvc- 
ral contrads then fubfiding, which was accord- 
ingly put in execution. — From perufing thefe, 
fuch as are fond of antiquities will obferve, that 
the Scots ftaple fad:ory is the mod antient fet« 
tlement of the kind now exifting in the world ; 
and fuch as are pleafed with didingui/hing ho- 
nours being conferred on their country, will 
find that the Scots privileges in the Netherlands 
are the mod honourable and mod advantageous 
that perhaps were ever granted by one nation 
to another, and ought to be carefully preferved 
and handed down to the lated poderity. 

As many of my readers will be at a lofs to un- 
derdand what is meant by Staple Good^^ I fhall, 
for their fatisfadion, give them tJre following 
lift of articles, being thofc enumerated in the 
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cwitraa: 1748, viz. Wool, woolen and linen 
yarn^ hides and (kins of all forts^ plaiding and 
kerfeyS; Scots cloths^ ftockings, falmon, tallow, 
ml, barrelled flefh^ pork and butter, leather 
drefled and undrefTed, lead and lead-ore. A 
&ip carrying ftaple goods is privileged to en- 
ter the port of Campvere without paying Laji 
Gilt, (that is, ?aft money), or is toll and cuflom 
free, which every other (hip pays to the States 
of Holland, being a very coniiderable port 
charge, equal to L. 8 Sterling on every hun- 
dred ton the veflel meafures. The importers 
are, befides, free of excife or impofts on wine, 
beer and fait, and enjoy many other ample pri- 
vileges and immunities. The Lord Conferva- 
tor has an excluiive power of exercifing jurif- 
diAion in all cafes, civil and criminal, over the 
perfons and goods of thofe who belong to the 
Scots ftaple, and alfo over all thofe of the Scots 
nation refiding in the town of Campvere, whofe 
determination is final and without appeal . The 
confervator's court confifts of himfelf or his de- 
puty, and a jury of four perfons, who are men 
of fenfe and integrity, and who underftand 
trade*. But if any differences (hall arife betwixt 
any of the Scots and an inhabitant of that town, 
the former muft apply to the Lord Confcrvator, 
and the latter to the magiftrates, who fhall naow 
Vol. III. G three 
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three arbitrators to cognofce and determine the 
cauie^ whofe decreet-arbitral ihali alfo be final* 

Having dwelt fo long on the fubjeft and de- 
fcription of the ftaple trade, on account of the. 
valuable advantages which, under proper ma- 
nagement, the trading part of Scotland might 
derive from it, I (hall only beg leave to explain 
the word JlapU, which is little underftood* 
Some derive it from the Dutch or Anglo-Saxon^ 
in which it means a market, as by that lan- 
guage the ftakes or poles ufed to fupport tents 
or booths in public fairs are called ftaples. In 
Low Dutch it means goods lying in heaps to 
be fold, whence twenty pieces of large filver 
coin are to this day called a Jlafle : But, 
from whatever language it has been deduced, 
it means at prefcnt " certain commodities or 
mercantile goods, the produft or manufadhire 
of particular countries, under fpccified regula- 
tions of export and import agreed upon between 
different nations, ftates, or common-wealths.*' 
This is the genuine and true explanation of the 
word ftaple, 

I (hall now take my leave of this fubjed, af- 
ter fuggefting to the members of the royal bo- 
roughs, that as the laft ftaple contraA is very 
near expiring, they ought to exert themfelves 

ikcnuoufly 
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ftrenuoofly to obtain a renewal of ic^ and at their 
next meeting, which is faft approaching, unani* 
moufly rcfolvc to appoint a proper perfon as a 
commiflioner to repair to Campvere, and, along 
with the Lord Confervator, to wait on the magi- 
ftrates of that city^ and procure a prolongation 
of it in the moft ample manner, with all the am- 
plifications which they can point out. 

I am ferry to be informed^ that a memorial was 
prefented to the royal boroughs on this fubjeilt as 
far back as the 1 774, by a gentleman extremely 
converfant in trade, and who had a commiflion 
from the magidrates of the (laple port for that 
pnrpofe : An anfwer, I am told, was ordered 
, to be dra^^'n out, but no commiflioner was ap- 
pointed to deliver it, or to treat with the 
faid magiftrates ; fo that it has ever (ince been 
either overlooked, or totally negleded. This 
is an overfight which may have very bad coii- 
fequences, if longer delayed, and may prove ex- 
tremely detrimental to a moft valuable branch 
of Scots commerce, perhaps the inoft advanta- 
geous it is prefently pofTeiTed of. — On tlie re- 
newal of the contrail, I mull beg leave to point 
out a very eflential circumflance : As the articles 
mentioned as ftaple goods, comprehended in the 
former contrail, did not exclude any other r.ew 
branches of Scots manufailure fit for exporta- 
tion that might be fet on foot ; fo due c^tt o>3i<5S\\ 

G 2 ^^-^ 
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to be taken in the propofals for this renewtil| 
to enumerate all fuch articles as, by our. late 
improvements^ we have been able to bring te 
any tolerable degree of perfeftion* Thefe, ii 
added to the former, will render the advantages 
accruing from this contrad more extendve than 
ever, and will probably be cheerfully accepted 
of by the magiflrates of Campvere» Among 
feveral new articles^ the principal branches (rf 
the Carron work manufaftory ought to i>e a ca* 
pital ingredient, fuch as cannon, carronades, &c« 
Thefe, when exported free of cuftom and ton- 
nage to Zealand, would produce great profits 
both to the company and to the merchant.-— 
Another article that might be propofed, but the 
acceptance of which is more doubiful, is Scots 
coal. The reafon of tjiis dubiety is the jealoufy 
\vhich prevails among all the towns of the Ne« 
therlands with refpeft to trade. Therefore, if 
the importation of this article was appropriated 
to Campvere, — Flufliing, Middleburgh, and the 
neighbouring fea-ports would take the alarm, 
and probably commence a quarrel with the town 
of Campvere. This, therefore, muft be very 
cautioufly introduced as a ftaple article, and, by 
prudent management, gradually improved. 

I have now given a pretty full account of the 
origin, nature, extent and advantages of the 

ftaple 
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ftaple contraft, which has fubfifted for fome 
handred years between the royal boroughs of 
Scodand and the different fea-porc towns in 
the Netherlands^ but which has been^ for many 
years, vcfy happily confined to Campvere. I 
have enlarged the more apon this, that it is fo 
little known, and itill lefs underftood by our 
commercial people : But, upon perufing it at- 
tentiyely, every man convcrfant in trade will 
readily difcover the very great advantages which 
muft redound to the Scots commerce by an afli- 
daous cultivation of it ; and I fhall only con- 
dude, with recommending to the Royal Bo- 
roughs, to take the renewal of the contrad un- 
der their moft early and ferious confideration, 
and to render it as extenfive as poflible, by ob- 
taining the approbation of the magiftrates of 
Campvere, to include in it every new branch of 
Scots manufadure fit for that market, as a flaple 
commodity. 
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On the great National Advantages vfhici fmif/l 

arife from the Complethrt of the Canal ie^ 

twixt the friths of Firth and Cfydc; mfi 

ajhort Defcriptitm of the Canal, and the ^w»* 

ftruSion of VeffeU proper for that NavigtU 

tion. 

AS the promoting of commerce is the prin- 
cipal intention of ma)cing can;ils^ It is 
natural to expeft, that their frequency in any 
nation fhould bear fome proportion to the 
trade carried on in it^ provided the fituation of 
the country will admit of them. The prefent 
flate of England and Scotland confirms this 
obfervacion. Though the Romans made a 
canal between the Tyne, a little below Peter- 
borough, and the Witham, three miles below 
Lincoln, \\ hich is now alnioft entirely filled up, 
yet it is not long fince canals were revived in 
England. They are now, however, become 
very nunierouf, particularly in the counties of 
York, Lincoln, and Chefliire. Moft of the 
cownries betwixt the xaouih of the Thames and 
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the Briftol channel are conne<2ed together^ ei- ^ 
ther by natural or artificial navigations;. theCe 
upon the Thames and Ids reaching within 
about 10 miles of thofe upon the Severn. 
The Duke p( Bridgewater's canal in Chefliire 
rims 27 miles on aperfed level v^ut at Barton 
k IS carried by a very high aqoednd bridge 
«ver the Irwell, a navigable river $ Co that it in 
common for veiTels to be paifing at the fame 
time, both under and above the bridge. It is 
like wife cut fome miles thro* rhe hills, where the 
DidceV coal-mines are wrought. 

The inland navigation betwixt the^ rivers 
Forth and Clyde is thegreateft national objed, 
and of the moft public utility of any improve- 
ment hitherto attempted ki this, or perhaps in 
any other country. The numerous and fub^ 
ftantial advantages that muft refult from it to 
the three kingdoms, are yet but in embryo, 

and can be very imperfedtly difcovered. Thcfc 
two Friths, containing fafe and deef) inlets for 
fhipping, are fo far navigable inland from the 
caft to the weft fides of the ifland, as to leave 
only a fmall diftance between them. This (in- 
gular fituation was particularly remarked, feven- 
teen hundred years ago, by the Koman hifto;. 
rian Tacirus, who fay?, ** that the heads of the 
two Friths were fepar^ted only by a narrow 
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neck of land, and that the natives, when pnfli^ 
ed beyond that^ were driven, as it were, iato 
another ifland/^ Smce commerce and improve- 
ments became objeAs of policy in ftates, and 
fince the conftrudlion of artificial canak by 
Locks was difcovered^ there is perhaps no coon^ 
try in Europe, where, in a like (ituation, pro- 
per inland navigation would not have heea 
made at the public expence. 

A communication betwixt the Forth and 
Clyde, by a navigable canal, was. projeded as 
far bick as the year 1722, which, on a furvey, 
was reported to be pra^cable ; but the pover- 
ty of Scotland^ and the unhappy circumftancc 
of its diftant removal from the feats of legifla- 
ture and government, lulled the defign afleep^ 
No further notice was taken of it till 1761, 
when the Right Hon. Francis Lord Napier, at 
his own expence. employed Mr Mackell to 
make a furv ^Jan, and eftimate thereof on a 
very fmall le, only capable of carrying 
lighters or rges of 10 or 12 tons burden. 
In 1763, \ *s great objedt was revived by the 
Conventioi jf the Royal Boroughs, feconded by 
the Truftces for manufactures, fiiheries, &c. 
when Mr John Smeaton, engineer, was em^ 
ployed to make a furvey, plan, and eftimate of 
a canal of five feet dpep of water, 1 he exi- 

penec 
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pence of this was eftimatcd at 78,970!. and 
the plan and eftimate were approved of by hb 
Majcfty. Hopes were then conceived that a 
free navigation betwixt the feas would foon 
take place ; but frefh changes in adminiftration, 
always dcftrudive of national improvements, 
prevented its execution. In 1766^ Mr Mackell 
was again employed to make a new furvey, 
plan, and eftimate of the above-mentioned ca- 
nal. On his report, a number of the moft re< 
fpefiable merchants in Glafgow joined in the 
fubfcription for it, which was foon filled up. 
Application had alfo been made to parliament, 
for empowering the fubfcribers to put the plan 
in execution ; but when the bill was on the 
brink of being paiTed, oppofition was made to 
it by the merchants on the eaft coaft, on ac- 
count of the fmallnefs of the fcak, being only 
24 feet medium breadth, by 4 feet depth of 
water. Upon this, the bill was dropt. It 
would, indeed, havi anfwered the purpofes of 
the Glafgow merchants, but would have been 
of little, or almoft no advantage to thofe along 
the Frith of Forth, or the eaft coaft of Scot- 
land. 

In 1768, a number of public fpirited noblemen 
and gentlemen, both Scots and Engliih, applied to 
parliament, and obtained an aA, empowering them 
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to make the navigation feven feet deep from 
Carron moath in the Forth, to Dalmuir burn 
in the Frith of Clyde, and to levy a d. per ton 
per mile, on all goods or vefiels pafling through 
it, with fome few exceptions* A new fubfcrip- 
tion was accordingly fet on foot, the fum of 
which amounted to 150,0001. The effimate, 
on the new fcale, was 1 47^337 1« No plan of 
this kind was ever entered into with more dif- 
interefted views, or a profpe<^ of lefs pecu- 
niary advantage. The proprietors engaged 
therofelves, *' that if ever they were in a con- 
dition to divide above 10 per cent, per mnnum, 
the rate of tolls (hould be lowered in propor- 
tion to thai furplus.*' 

Mr Smcaton being appointed principal engi- 
neer, and Mr Mackell refident engineer, the 
work was begun in June 1768 ; but with fome 
deviation from the original plan, as to its origin 
and courfe. It begins at Grangeburn fbot^ 
near the mouth of Carron, where they have a 
very good harbour, called Green Brae, for 
large fliips, there being 1 8 feet of water at the 
Sea-lock, and, at very high ftream. tides, 7,1 
feet. It then proceeds weftward three miles, 
till it comes abreaft with the town of Falkirk, 
the groHnd rifing fo gradually, that there arc 
only fix locks in that fpace ; though, in the 4th 

mile. 
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mile, ^ which coft about iS^oooI. there are no 
lefs than lo locks^ and a very fine aqueduft 
bridge, under which the great road leading 
from Edinburgh^ by Falkirk, to Glafgow and 
StirUng pafles. From the 4th mile, or i6th 
locky to the eaft end of Dollater-bog, is (ix 
miles, and, in that fpace, there are only 4 locks 
and 7 aquedud bridges, two of which are con- 
I (iderable, beQdes fmall tunnels. At the eaft 

I end of Dollater-bog, or^ten mile ftone, is the 

I 

.aoth lock placed, which begins the canal of 
partition on the fummit betwixt the eaft and 
weft fea, and which canal of partition continues 
no lefs than 1 8 miles on a level, paifing by the 
Ibuth fide of Kirkintulloch, and terminates at 
Hamilton-hill, about a meafured mile from Glaf- 
gow. 

The carrying the canal through the Kerfe 
below Falkirk was attended with little trouble 
in the digging, though the foundation of the 
fix locks in that tra£l: was very troublefome, 
being on a quick foft mud : The carrying it thro' 
Dollater-bog, a foft mofs of two miles in 
length,' was attended with more difficulty, and 
wasi two years in executing, though drained as 
much as poffible a year before the work began, 
there being no depth of earth, after the water was' 
let in, to hold down the bottom, and prevent it 
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from rifing ; however, that fpacc is now one of 
the folideft parts of the whole caaal. Round the 
point of the Stron^hill, oppofite to Kilfytb, the 
canal is banked on the north fide for a coniider- 
able fpace^ the furface of the ground beiifg 
about 20 feet high, and the water in that 
place about 16 feet deep« 

There were feveral places from that to Kifk- 
iatulloch to cut through free ftone rock, a conC- 
derable depth ; and at KirkintuUoch the canal 
is carried over the water of Logie on an aque- 
du6t bridge whofe arch is 90 feet broad ; which 
arch was thrown over in three different ftretches^ 
of 30 feet each, having only 30 feet of a center 
which was fhifted on fmall rollers from one 
ftretch to another. Though this was a thing 
new, and never attempted before with an arch 
of this fize, ye^ the joinings are as fairly equal 
as any other part of the arch. This bridge is 
thought to be a very fine piece of niafonry of its 
kind ; on each fide there is a very xronfiderable 
banking over the valley in which the water 
runs, and which is made up with the foil tsdcen 
out of a deep cut immediately adjoining thereto 
on the weft fide, which cut is not lefs than 250 
yards long, and 42 feet deep. 

About 
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About two miles weft of this^ tbe canal goes 
for near half a niHe through an open grarel, 
where it was thon^t imprafttcable to make it 
hold water^ as the ground decTmes fuddeniy to 
th^ north at that place, facing the water of Kel- 
fin ; but, from the precautions taken to fecare 
that part, after the canal was cut through, ic 
proves remarkably firm* 

About three miles weft from that, the canal 
^s through Ac -caft verge of Poftle Loch ; 
tod to the weftward is cut for a connderaUe 
length through a free ftone rock, gray ribs, 
blaes, and4bil onthe top, adxmt 20 feet deep. 
About a mile and a half weft of that, at a place 
csdied the Stocking- field, the canal turns I'ight to 
Ae fouth, and terminates at Hamilton-hiO, wkh- 
m about a mile of Glafgow, where diere is a 
commodious bafon or harbour fit to hold twen- 
ty *floops at a time. The natural iituatian^c^ 
(his bafon or harbour, in point of conveniency 
for building ware<rhoufes, loading and unload* 
iffg goods, is acknowledged by every perfen 
who has ieen4t^o be exceedingly c6ftuiMK& 

'OUS, 

ft 

To Aipply this xanal with water is of iffidf a 
Tery great work. The firft fupply is tt6ia a 
large cefervoir formed a mile eaft^of KiUythp 

Vol. IIL M ^xA 
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aoJ A4)plied with water from three of the feed- 
ers of the. river Kelvin ; which refervoir coo- 
t;Lins ab( ut 50 acres, and is upwards ef 24 fe^t 
deep. The Kilfyth bum is carried into this re- 
fervpi^ by an expenfive aquedud of about a mile 
in lengthy and the water from the refervoir h 
alfo <onduftcd into the caqal by; an aqueduA 
cut for that purpofe. The next fupply is 
brought by a cut made from the water of Liogit, 
^bouf five miles, above Kirkintullodi, to cany 
off thq fpare water tlierefrom, an^ which falU 
into the Shirva- burn, and is carried oSh^om that 
by an aq^ediiQ; of about a quarter of^> mile ia 
Ipngth. The thii d fupply is. from the lakes diat 
difcharge themfelves by the Muthland-bum ; 
the water cS whidv is carried off by an aqufdu^ 
of abovif t^vo miles in length, cut through ^ hiQ 
op the ibuth-we(]t tide of Kirkintullpch,: md cair* 
rled iato the c^nal at that place. The fourth 
iupply is from 44^clunl^ch and.Lqcb Grpg, cu- 
rled into the canal by an aquedud of about twp^ 
miles in lengthy c.u^ from near the mouth of the 
mine which drains Aucbinlpch^ and falls into 
the caf^li at Park-bi^n; about: g mile wef^.of 
Kirkintulloch. — There are feveral other fup- 
plies of lefs confequencc 5 and, were more 
t^ou^l^t necellary, or fhould it become fo when 
tjic. jQ^l is locked down toXlyde,. 9 thing much 

.. , wiihcd 

I ' • ■ . • 
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wi/fccd for, Acre can be vei'y-grtat additional 

fapplies got at a moderate eipdnce. 

' . ■ . '. 

In order to repay the river Kelvin for the 
feeders which are taken from it into the canal, 
a large refervoir is formed in Kilmanan-muir, 
about (even miles north of Glafgow, confiftinf; 
of 76 acr^s and one-fonrth, banked u^ at fb« 
ftiice,'22 feet deep ; this is thoiight to be th<l 
fined artificial refervoir m Britain, and ampl3r 
repays the Kelvin for any feeders that can be 
taken from it. The water of this rcfcr%'air i^ 
conveyed down the tra<5t of the water of AUin« 
der, which joins the river Kelvin abov« the op- 
pemioft mills bailc thereon, and fupplies the 
whole in time of droughft*. > r" . \ 






The furface of the water inithe canal -of pai;^ 
ihion on the fummit betwixc the two feas, is 
9.^5 |eec above the medium full fea mack. 
There are 20 locks on the eaft (ide^ aa feet 
wide by j^ feet long, about eight feet of rife 
df the fummit ; but 19 lodks ade fufficietjt bn 
ahe weft fide, .a& the tide doiB^ not ebb fo Ibw 
in Clyde as in the Forth by.aboUTt .nine Siert, 
"which make in all 39 locks, i :There are no lefe 
than 1 83 draw-bridges, and 15 aquedu^i^bridges 
of note, be^es fmall ones and turiAcli* 

H 2. Tl\W^ 
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This navigatioa has been, for upwards oT 
two years paft, extended by one brandi to the 
Stockingfield within a mile of Glafgow^ fo as to 
admit reflels drawing about feven feet of wa- 
ter; a very great benefit to that city,, but' a 
very partial one to the reft of the kingdom. 
The great original objed of joining the two 
ieasy and enabling Veflels of tolerable burden to 
paft between them, both for foreign and coaA-^ 
ing trade, without unloading their cwrgoes, rew 
mains yet unfiniflied, and has been ftopt for fe^ 
veral years for want of money, to the very greae 
detriment of the trade of the three kingdoms* , 
There remains unexecuted about, (ix mi^es* of 
the intended track, which, on account of the 
lituation of the ground, and the great number 
of necelFary locks and bridges, will be the moft 
j^fficidt and expend ve of the wholes. The; com- 
pany of proprietors have already expended 
near 200,000 1* and the expence of complering:^ 
the whole, by continuing the canal to Dsdmuir- 
burn foot, a moft proper ccgnmunication with 
Clyde, is eftimated at from 50 to 60,000 1, 
which the company are at prefeni unable to - 
raife. Application was made to parliament by 
the proprietors^ for a gift, or loan of money at 
low intefeft, who obliged thcmfelves to lower 
the toll to I d. per mile on all bulky goods, bat 
of fmall value, which could not afford to. pay 

roore„ 
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more, fu.cb as coals, culm, Ikne, free-ftone, falc,. 
hA, utithredicd corn, hay, ftraw, aQies, emp- 
^caiks^ ftaves, &c« A tax oo tfiefe articles 
of 2d, per tott per milt, or 5s. per ton for 
piffing. between the two Friths, woulcTbe equal 
to a prohibition ;. but if reduced to id. a-ton^ 
per mile on fuch coarfe bullcy goods, the ad van. 
tagea o£ this eafy communication between the* 
, three lungdoms would be prodigious, efpecially 
in time of war. Neither the loan, however,, 
nor this rellridtion of the toll, fo far as appears, 
bave as yet takea place. — Since the canal was- 
extended to Clafgow, veflels^ from 30 to 60 
tons burden have found their way up it, by 
which' means tradb has* ^eatly increafed ; and I 
ain told, 4h^t the revenue already raifed a- 
mounts to no left than £300 1. annually : But 
were the other, capital: branch finifhed,, there is^ 
Bttle doubt but it would rife tO' double tham 
film in time of peace, and, at leaft,. to 15,000 h 
ger annum,^ in time of war*. 

To enumerates die: iinmenfe advantages* 
which, would accrue to Ireland and England) 
from, this ^ navigation) if; rendered: perfcAandi 
oomplete,, would employ a great deal, of time; 
and paper« It is clear to the meaneft capacity, ; 
that the navigation to> j^^land from the eaft: 
ooaft^of Scotland muft brefiei^ed,. either by. the: 

H^ 3, BiitUhi 
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Briti/h channel^ or by the Orkneys. Either of 
thefe voyages are always tedious, but both of 
thenii during the winter months efpec^ially^ g^ 
tremely dangerous. Bcfides, in time of "^at, 
our trade to Ireland by the channel is very {ii'e* 
carious, and much expofed to the attadt^ Jt ita 
enemy. Nothing, therefore, could be Bgiit^ed 
more commodious than this inland comihiltde«U 
tion, pointed out in a manner by Nattire,' 'iffd 
(ituaced nearly at an equal diflarlce froH^'^Soft 
the extremities of the ifland; The diftadtot 
Kkcwife between the two (eas, is the iffldtteft 
that could be meafured from eaft to weft* f6- 
that every natural advarttage tronfpired' td ¥^ 
vour and promote this tttidertaktag. By th^ 
paffage through this canal, much of oOl* cofifft- 
ing, and a great part of oiir foreign ttkcle*,. 
would be fliortened, and tKe infurancfc, b6th 
to the Weft Indies and North America, by the 
north of Irelaiid, greatly rfeclticed iri^ tlirfefc/f 
war. This circumftance alone his iiiiiii^tiftlty 
favoured the American trade to Glafgow; but 
the traders on the eaft coaft virtfald h'av^ this 
additional aidvantage, that they codld'tfantpcn't, 
by this fhort cdnveyance, not only the produce 
of their own fields, but the corn bf tile ferelte 
counties of Northumberland, Durham; Tork- 
fliire, &c. at one half the ekpcacfe, bbthftft 
freight and infursince, of what it cofts^atprt- 

fent. 
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ferit. And as there are, ^veh'in -times of pleii- 
ty^ conftant fupplies of vidual wanted both in 
the weft (ide of the iQand^ and In Ireland^ this ar- 
tide alone woald ptt>veii inoft profitable branch 
of'totnnfirerce. As^^b'4i^oilJ'then have> in a 
Ito'atitiei?'/ i fovt t)f excWfiVfe privilege in this 
Ihrirt nuvigatrem, we tnight enlarge the articles 
rfbar trade tWMvWy gc^it extent^ by f apply- 
ing the ^eft of Scotland with hot ctnly the ptb* 
doft and manrtfaadri?^ t^f the ' eift df England, 
but the merchkndit^ cohitaonly in!)p<tTrted from 
Holland, Hambargh> and frotn the Baltic, send 
ititt at a tnodefite rate. By the fame eafy 
^haftridi \Ve touldTWcport fuch of thefe cotiimo- 
dities as aire fit for ftrtfe markets to the Weft In- 
dies at North Atnetica. This would open' to 
oUr merchants a fafe branch of tradef, -wfaiScfh 
our natural fittraricm ha^ hitherto almbft debat- 
ted us from prbfecutirtg, or, when attempted, 
'h was always attended with fach an immetife 
^xpence, atld focli a prodigious rifk, &s either 
threat^nt^ the lofs of fhip and cargo, or 'redo- 
ted the profits to a (urn very itiadeqdate to fo 
ccftlly and hairardous a voyage. By this inlaltd 
navigation, the fea danger would not only be 
slTOidcd, but the voyage fhortened by near a 
hiittdred and fifty leagues, which wtftdd n6t 
'dfily gretftly dimlfiilh thfc expcrtce, but occaiion 
a much quicktt"Tetorn<tf fhip and cargo, whkh 

X regard 
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I regard, sls a. moft capital article in the line d 
trade*. 

Notwlthftanding what is sbovc faid^ tbece 
are many more very efTential advantages thai 
may be derived fronr this infular navigation. 
It is well known,, that during the lail and£nsi 
mer war with France and Spain^ the hom& 
ward bound Eaft-Indiamen, being void o^ con* 
voy, and in order- taijiun the hazard of meet 
ing the enemy's (bips of. war by paffing throu^ 
the bay of Bifcay, found it moft prudent to take 
their route round the north of Ireland, and 
through the Pen tland. Frith. To ihips of theii 
bulk and value, this navigation was extremjely 
dang^ous, and tliough happily they did nol 
fufier, fomcof them were long detained in. the 
Orkneys by contrary winds and. crofs. weather. 
They then arrived in the road. of Leitb,.. where 
they lay waiting convey for fome- weeks« 
Though this was of fome little advanUige to 
the port, it was- of none to the proprietors^ 
Every precaution,, however, was neceflary to 
iave fuch valuable cargoes* But were the 
canal completely iinifbed, now that we. are at 
war with France, our Eaft Iiidiamen, in place 
of paffing through the Pentland.Erith, . might 
come round the north of Ireland, and arrive 
fiafely in the Frith of Clyde. There they could 

unload 
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unload their cargoes^ and ihip them on board 
vefTels properly conftracied for the canal, as 
well as coafting naidgation, by which they 
might be tranfported wkbout hazard to the 
Tliames. By this conveyance, the riik of the 
bay of Bifcay, and the channel, and the long 

and dangerous navigation round the north of 
Scotland^ would be avoided. The premium 
of infurance faved by this fafe navigation, 
would fave to the proprietors more than ten 
Sues the fam of lockage dues, be fides all th^ 
other charges attending the carriage of the car- 
go to London. 

Many other advantages mi^t redound to 
Scotland in the commertial line from this in« 
land navigation, which my room will not ad- 
mit of my particularly fpecifying. I ihall only 
mention a few very obvious circumflancea. 
The Irifli cariy on a very great" linen trade 
with London, and receive the fine goods of 
that city in return.. Thffe^ in time of war, 
have been often faddled with from 10 to 15 
per cent* infurance, befides high freight round 
, the channel. Nay, thofe goods have been 
(bmetimes carried over land ^om Liondon ta 
CheAer ; whereas, they might be tranfported 
to the Frith of Forth, and from thence by the 
canalj at two or three jper cent, premium ; and/ 
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by the fame conveyance, the freight from the 
north of Ireland might be lowered one half,— . 
It would alfo fave inucb tinae and expence in 
tranfporting artillery, proviiions, fibres, and 
even troops from the one (ide of the ifland to 
the other ; in fupplying Aiipping, camps, or 
garrifons, obje<fls of great importance in dme 
of war# It would increafe the' ftrength of 
Britain and Ireland, by rendering them moir6 
acceflible and conipaft, and coniradled, in .a 
manner, within a narrower circle.-r-lt wonl^ 
be of (ingular advantage to our fiOieries^ efpe* 
cially that of the herrings, the numbers of 
which, in former timer, have beei> known to be- 
much greater, both on the weft and eafl coafts 
of the iiland, than the hands, flocks, and v^flels 
of the adventurers were able to manage. 
In one particular, it mufl be of infinite fcrvicc 
to this very material branch of Scots trade. By 
the prefent navigation to and from our fii/hing 
grounds on the weftern ifles, the feafon has 
been often loft to the bi»fhes who failed from 
the eaft coaft by the Orkneys; for after they 
had got their complement of herrmgs off the 
Lewes or Stornaway, they have been prevent- 
ed from returning through the Pentland Frith, 
for feveral weeks, fomctimes months, by crofs 
gr violent winds, which commonly fet in there 
about the end of Odober, By this unhappy 

circumftance^ 
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drcumftance/ they were often difappointed of a 
marj^et^ by arriWog too . late. . This could he 
eafily prevented by their< entering the great 
canal through the Frith of Clyde^ which would; 
not only fhorten I their voyage^ but fecurean 
cariy^ maiket^ efpeci^Uy by furi^fliing not only 
Scotland, but£ngiand, with herrings before the 
feafon of Lent^ when the demand h conftantly 
very great. 

Thefe are only a fample of the many capital 
advantages which the nation in general^ and 
Scotland in. particulars might reap from this 
£peat.and ufeful'work» if properiy and fpeedily 
completed. At tlie fame time, it is a haortiiy* 
lug confkleratioft te tvery pat^fi^tic Scotfman, 
wfae is, or hasbeien <cont«rfant m tradff, when 
l»i^flea»ontliemaijy obftra»SMohs which hav^ 
unexpeftcdly retarded its progrds> and which 
have now, in^agrevt meafure, put a total fto^ 
to k, at ieaft for a lo^g tradt of tifne. Are 
there -liopubiic-fpirited Oemlemefi in^ thiis 
kmgdoin, who '. have , fouls capable of eternising 
thew names,, and. thofe of their defcendants, by ^ 
iicpplng forth, and fupporting one of the nobleft 
pi^lic. undertakings, recorded in hiftory I Are 
there no Dukes of Bridge water in Scotland^ 
WiBHiixury, will gaming, will avarice, will op«.- 
prf/ficm^ traofiaut the charafiers of ouc great . 
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men with honour and renown to pofterity ? Mof 
It will be their laft wifli that they may be con* , 
(igned to oblivion. It is the lover of bis cbun* 
try and the public, one who difdains the pride 
of life, who alone can infure a grateful remem- 
brance of his name in the rolls of fame. That 
a number of fuch ^orious fouls may foon ap- 
pear, and exert themfelves with fpirit in this 
great national work, is the hearty and lincere 
wiih of the Author. 

Much has been faid about the Englilh cacak ; 
but it is idle to compare the great commodicai* 
tion between Forth and Clyde with the inland 
navigations of England ; the objects of them are 
extemely different. The Englifh navigations 
anfwer Very good purpofes for the accommoda* 
tioB of trade, manufaftures, and agriculture in 
the feveral counties through which they pafs, 
bat they art all of them fhallow and narrow, 
and fit for lighters only ; they are generally 
from 15 to 20 feer wide, by two one-half or 
three and a-half feet deep, with lock-gates 
from 10 to 12 feet wide. But nature has ren- 
dered it impodible for any of them to anfwer 
the purpofe of a general communication be- 
tween the two fcas, or to be navigated by vef- 
fels of confiderable burden, without unloading 
their cargoes. There is no fpot in the ifland 

of 
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of Britain, fouth of this traft, where the diftance 
between navigable tides would meafure at 
leaft four or (iv« times that of ours^ the length 
of which would increalb th^ loH beyond bear- 
ing. Befides the perpepdkiilar height of the 
ground in moil placed wduld be double ; nor 
it there any fuch fatfe communication with the 
fea in the whole ifland. 

? have already obferved, that the great canal 
^navigation isfeven one-half feet deep, and abont 
'65 wide J and that the locks are 75 feet loiig, 
and thfeir gates m feet wide. It is therefore 
clear, that this lockage navtgitioB -cannot be 
carried on but by vetfeh proper-ly buik and rig- 
ged for the purpofc. Ships of confiderable bur« 
den may be conflrufted, drawing only feven 
one-half feet water ; and a« mod veflels draw 
a great deal more water in the flern than the 
bow part of the /hip, by frioMning itiem on an 
-even keel, a pra^ice conftanily dbferved by (hip- 
•piQg in {hallow bar harbours, much lefs depth of 
water is neceflary. Ships pa/Ting this canal 
t>ught to be built on the fame plan with thofe 
employed in trade by the Dutch, Hamburghers, 
and Dantzickers, and almoft fill who frcquei^c 
the Bakk:^ that is, long and flat bottomed. 
Wany advantages, befides paffing the canal^ 
might refult from thus ^modelling our vcffcls. I 
Vol. III. 1 Vv^e 
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have had foreign built fliips in einploj of i^ 
tons biirden^ which did not draw above Csvet 
feet water, and have feen thoulandtori th( 
fame model trading froto Holland, Hamburgh 
Lubccy and all the paru of th€ Baltic/*-lB 
France, Spain, and other ports. The realbv 
wh]r large merchantnaien cannot pals the amal 
is very obvious : The mafts^ yards and r^jgpin 
of fach (hips take fo much wind- hold, that when 
the wind blows right down the canal, which wc 
call a fair .wind, the yeflel fetches fo.nnuch wajj 
that it is impoflible to flop her, fo thai flu 
comes againft the flood-gates, beats thesa to 
pieces, and damages herfelf • If the wind blows 
a head of her, it takes an amazing force to kei^ 
her in motion, and, if the gale is ftrong, flie can- 
not proceed, as flie has no fea room for tacking. 
Again, if the wind blows acrofs the canal, the 
yeifel falls on her lee-(ide, bulges or cruihes 
herfelf, and beats down the locks, or damages 
the banks of the canal. Thefc are fafts well 
known to every feaman who underftands bis pro<» 
feffion. 

All veflTel? or lighters proper for pafling large 
canals, fliould be fitted out and rigged with one 
niaft, cither as a floop or galliot. The reafon 
i ,, that as they have no yards aloft, they can take 
no wind-hold, fo that they can eafily pafs the ca- 
nal. 
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sal, when a fquarc-riggcd (hip could not attenjpt 
it. It is certain^ that fliipspf 13Q tons burden 
can be built to pafs a fftiooth water navigation, 
which all lockage navigation mud be. At the 
fame time, veflels of this conftru<!lion are fit to 
carry on any branch of trade, either with Great 
Bntain, or any port in Europe, yvith as little 
danger as thofe built in the prefent mode. I 
remember that moft of the (hips built at Leith 
to carry 90 tdns. burden drew j i feet water. 
The builders did not condder that the bottom 
iiore the burden, and therefore they made them 
fliowy on the upper . works. They have now 
feen the folly of that pradice ; and there are 
fliips at prefent in the London trade which will 
carry 130 torts, and yet draw^nly eight feet 
water, and a very fmall alteration on this mo« 
del would bring thism to feven feet« 



Z % CHAF. 



ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 



CHAP. IV. 



SECT. II. J 

. On the great AJvantage that •would accrue i 
the Wefi Hlghlandt from the tiiaking a Nov 
gahk Canal through the Penliifuh of Cat. 
tire. 

AFTER having given a pretty diftinfl » 
^ -^ count of the gieal advantages whit 
muR refult to Scotland in particular from x\ 
great canal, with a dircftion for conflruclin 
veflels fit for that navigation, I fliall now tal 
notice of a late plan for a moft valuable in 
provement of our inland trade, and moll efiei 
tially connected with the former. The gre 
diftance between the Higlilands and ifland 
and the tivilized parts of Scotland, with tl 
difficult accefs by land acrofs the country, ai 
the chief, if not the fole caufcs of the long ut 
polifiied and rude ftate "of the inhabitant 
Every body knows, that they arc inaaeflib! 
by land from the eaft coaft for any purpofe i 
trade or improvement. The commtinicati^ 
from the Frith of Forth by the Orkney*, 
not only 200 leagues diftant from Fort Wt 
liam^ which may be reckoned the center 1 
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tiieir country, but is quite impraaicablc in win- 
ter ; and, on the weft fide, they are almoft cut 
off from the Fridi of Clyde, by the long and 
dangerous navigation round Cantire. The 
north- weft fide of that frith is formed by the 
pcninfula of Cantire, which ftretches about 80 
miles fouth^weft from the main land of Argyle 
towards Ireland, and St George's Channel. 
This long and dangerous navigation, which re^ 
quires different winds, cuts ofi^ in a great de- 
gree, the commuiiicatioa of the Highlands and 
iflands with Clyde, at leaft renders it both 
dangerous and tedious^ . Nature, .however, has 
here a^ain fuggefted the. means of an eafy arti- 
ficial navigation through this peninfula. One 
may be made from Loch Crinan to Loch G*jlp, 
where the diftance between* the tides is only . 
five miles over flat land : At fome diftance to . 
the fouth-weff, are other two lochs, called Tar- 
bet, which run fo far inland as to leave only 
one mile between the tides ; fo that a navi- 
gable cut might be made here with few locks, 
as the ground is fo flat, that the natives, in old 
times, ufed to haul their fmaU vefTels^^ called. 
Birlings, acroHs iu 

Were either or both- of theic ffiort canal* 
finiQied,. the Highlands and iflands would be 
brought 150 miles nearer Glafgow,. and, at 
Uaft, 300 miles nearer Edinburgh, and the 

I 3 ?Q\i>\v- 
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fouth-ead coaft of Britains This eafy commtl* 
ntcation would have an amazing iniluencis, by 
uniting the diftant parts of the Highlands wiih 
the civilized country, and by promoting fifheriety 
manufaftures, and, In general, induflry among 
the moft remote inhabitants — A vc^y accurate 
furvey of the ground fit for thcfe two canals 
has been made by Mr Watt, a man of great 
abilities and knowledge m his profeffion, wfth 
an eftimate of the expence. The Crixlaii canal 
is fuppofed to require nine locks, and that of' 
Tarbct, though only one mile between tidcs^* 
no lefs thaii four. Every body knows, that 
the expence attending the conftru^^ion of locks^ 
is by far the highcft, and the moft troubtefome^ 
operation in inland navigation. No lock 01 to 
feet wide and 72 feet long, can be made uioder 
loool. or upwards. Mr Wattes eftimaye of 
both canals is indeed charged to the full exis- 
tent, but, if undertaken with fpirit, might pro- 
bably be executed at a condderably lefs exo 
pence. He calculates the expence of the 
depth of water from fcven to ten, or evert 
twelve feet, which la^ greatly augments the 
charge, at the fame time that fuch a depth 
would hurt, in place of favouring the naviga* 
tion. Such a weight of water as ten or twelve 
feet would, in high winds, of itfeif, force 
down the banks. Thefe fqualls are very com- 
mon 
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moh m ibat country^ and in no place more 
than where furrounded with hiUs^ and where 
the water> haVing a large furface, would break 
dowii mud-banks, or any refifting ground but 
rock. Were the canal, therefore, to be made 
12 feet deep, I imimaln, that it would be next 
to impofiible to keep it up ; nor can I fee that 
any nauional advantage couM be reaped from 
fuch enlarged navigation. Locks cannot be 
carried beyond a certain line: Nature has for:. 
Ud it ; and the quantity of water fit to fupply^ 
the locks of a 1 2 feet canal is almoft incredible^ 
befides the inmienfe wafte occafioned by evapo- 
ration, leakage, &c. As the Forth and Clyde 
canal is only 7 feet deep, many of the craft 
which p^fs through it would have occafion to 
follow the traftof the Crinan or Tarbet canals^ 
to what pinrpofe then make thcfe deeper, were it 
not to accommodate the Clyde navigation only, 
which is far from being a national objeA:. 1 
am, therefore^ dearly of opinion, that to at-, 
tempt lockage navigation l^eyond the depth of 
feven feet, or to navigate thele additional ca- 
nals with yeflels of a different conftruftion from 
thofe 1 have pointed out as' proper for the 
Grand Canal, is contrary to every idea of fen* 
fible feamanfliip. 

I have 
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1 have already f^iJ, that the dangerous ni- 
vigatioii round the Mull of Caniirc is fo wclL 
known to oavigators, fi'nm Clyde to the Wefiem 
Highlands, as to point out the utility, I may 
fay the neceffiijr of the propofed canal through. 
that peninfula : The advantage of it muA 1/c 
obvious to every perfou who calls his eye over 
a map of Scotland. There they will obferva, 
that the Mull of Cantire ftretches many leagues 
fouth by weft of the entry to or from the Frith 
of Clyde ; by this the veffeU bound fur the 
north iflandi are fubjeifted to a long and dange- 
roiM circumnavigaiioo before ihey can arrive aC 
their deflined flalion^ or even Ihape their courfe 
to it : Whereas, were a cut of feven feet deep 
made between Lnch Cilp and Loch Crinan, 
tltey would have a veiy Iliort and eafy paJlage 
along Loch Fine, through the founds of Jura. 
and Mall, to all the filhing grounds, whether for 
herring, or cod and l.ng, between the ifle o£ 
Sky and the Lewes, and wli*n loaded might 
return by the fame fliort and fafe traft. All 
tiie herring bulTes belonging to the eaft coatt, 
in place of going round the Orkneys to the 
weft filhing, might, by paffing through the 
grsnd canal, purfue the fame ciourfe, and retDnu 
home with a great favitig of time, ejqinicie and 
hazard. — The propofed cut to Lioch Tarbei, 
&oueh eiiimated at a much lefs expence, doe* 
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not (eem fo favourabk to this navigation as that 
to'Lock Crinan^ becanfe Loch Tarbet^ which 
forms what b called the peninfula of Cantirei 
is fo moch interlarded with Aioals and iflands, 
and diirided near the middle by a neck of laiid, 
that it would coft a great deal of trouble and 
expence to render the pafTage fafe and eafy» 
Befides, a communication between Lochs Gi^* 
and Crinan wouU be, though more dtftant, moft 
iafe and convenient^ as thefe lie naturally much 
nearer the fifliing grounds ; and fmall vefleb 
taking this courfe from or to Clyde would find 

ready (helter in any feafon^ and even m the^ 
mod boifterous weaUier. 

On the whole^ I cannot enumerate the Gn^ 
gular advantages that. would arife to Scotland 
in general, ztid to the inhaUtants of the Weft 
Highlands in particular, from a well executed 
cut through this p^Hiinfula. By this the High^ 
landers, who have bcea too long ieparated front 
the civilised parts of the empire by their remote^ 
fituation, would be drawn nearer the line : By 
this means they would foon be habituated to st 
familiar intercourfc with the people in the com- 
mercial and polifhed places of the ifland, which 
would make a very great alteration in their 
manners. They would then be fumifhcd with 
the means of employment and fubiiilence at 
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hone, by finding a rsady market for thc'ic fi{]i, 
or otlier produflions cf their country, either in 
Clyde, or by tlie grand canal on the fart coaft. 
This would prevent emigrations, whith Ibme 
years ago were very numerous, and fur which, 
io their then deftiiute condition, they could not 
be blamed. 1 hey would alfo prove an excel- 
lent nurfery for our navy, as their fituation a- 
mong iflands, and on bays of the fea, and their 
conltant practice of filhing, mufl habituate them 
to navigaiion. In a word, the improvement of 
this large [rail of couniry, and of the adjacent 
fea, would produce more permanent wealth and 
flrength to this kingdom, and for a trifling ex- 
pence, than any plan of colonization, or of new 
difcove.-ies that have been projected and at- 
tempted at an immenfc expence this centorjr 
pad. I ihall only add, that thefe two naviga- 
tions, when properly completed, with a mode- 
rate toll, will in one year do more to anfwer 
the purpofes of civilizing and improving the 
HighUudfi and llla^d^ tluq the retHSiofiithft 
forfeited eUatci, as bitherts applied, will do in 
iLwemy. 
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CHAP. V. 



S E C T. I. 

S^me Obfervations on the Trade with Ireland, 
and on the Irijh Manufadures. 

THE trading part of the Irifb arc a very 
active and honeCl people. I have eften 
dealt with them to a confiderable extent, and 
found them always cautious in their bargains, 
but pnetty pun&ual iii their payments. Their 
better fort of manufadurers are a moft induftri- 
ous and ingenious fet of men, who have ftrung 
every nerve to improve all the branches of 
their manufaftures, and to invent new ones of 
an uncommon and engaging cad. They have 
long laboured under very fevcre oppreffions, 
with refped to trade, from Britilh ads of par- 
liament. Moft of their manufadures, linen ex« 
cepted, have been prohibited and feizable at all 
the Britifh ports; fo that, in fad, their grievan- 
ces aie much heavier than thofe of the Ameri- 
caris, which have cod this kingdom fuch an im- 
menft "wafte of blood sfn'd tfeafure. Their 
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complaints have hitherto been difregarded ; and 
though fome great and patriotic rneii have late- 
ly ftepped forth in their behalf, and propofed 
CO addrefs the Sovereign '^ that he would be^ 
pleafed to take into his gracious confideration, 
the diftrefled and impoveriflied ftate of the loy« 
«1 and well-deferving people of Ireland, and to 
direft an account to be laid before parliament 
of fuch particulars relative to the trade and 
manufadures of that kingdom, as may enable 
them to purfue effedual methods for promoting 
the common ftrength, wealth, and commerce of 
his Majefty's fuhjeds/' nothing to ^dltmte 
their fuSerings has yet been done. This ad- 
drefs, after great altercation, was at laft agreed 
to in the Houfe of Peers, but I am forry to fay, 
that no methods of redrefs have been deter- 
xniaed on this feffion of parliament. 

The prefent diftrefled fituation of the Irifh 
is, by a great Peejr^s account of it*, mod alarm- 
ing. Their manufafturcrs and workmen ftarv- 
ing in the Arrets, or fubfifting on charity ; their 
revenues decreafing on account of their trade 
being ruined ; and their civil and military 
•eflabliftmients incapable of being provided forj 
but by running deep in debt. Their hardfbips 
have arifen to fuch a height, that aflbciatioBS 

have 
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have been formed -all over th^ country^ to cut * 
oflf all commercial intercourfe with Great Bri- 
t^ ; aiid feveral counties and capital towns 
have come to a pofitive refi^tution^ not to re- 
ceive any of the merchandize of Manchefter, 
Norwich, or the other manufaduring towns in 
England. ,Thefe manufadlurers, on the other 
hand, were alarmed left the Iriih fhould be in- 
dulged with an allowance to import the raw 
materials, paying Jefs duty for them than^he 
Englifh ; by which means they would be able to 
underfell them^ and thereby ruin the tf ade of 
thefe towns : This made them ufe their intereft 
to oppofc every attempt to afford the poor Irifli 
any mode of relief ; it is hoped, however, that 
the liberal intentions of the addrefs will have 
their due effort. Though the grievances under 
which they laboured were well known to the 
miniftry, and though petitions and reroonftran- 
ccs were prefented, couched in very loyal terais, 
but replete with warm reprefentations of their 
fuiFerihgs, they were dill overlooked ^ nor 
ikould it be wondered at, that, if their complaints 
continued to be totally neg^e^ed, either France 
or America fhould offer thefe diflreffed people 
the relief which they have long in vain implored 
from Britain. Rather than ftarve at home, 
their manufadurers are well entitled to emi* 
grate, not witbflanding the prohibition and penal- 
Youllh K ty 
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ty announced In a Hte proclamation. No JDban 
can be bound by any human law it Ray in a 
cototty where be muft ftarre, or where the iib* 
folute necelTaries of life are denied him. And 
it is highly probable, that the apprehenfion of 
their emigration to America, ^here tlky dbold 
introduce and bring to perfeAion many-braindlet 
cf manufadhire *which the Anericant litt in -ib- 
folute want of, but of which they arie tOtdljF 
Ignorant, has been "one iifducement for the inU 
niftry to fugged and to publifh the Aore men« 
tioned proclamation. But to drop thfa fabjefi| 

1 have long thought of die many difficitftiefl 
that the Iriib, as well as the Scots, had to ^ttm* 
blifli the linen manufadhire. They both flrog- 
gled hard to make it a ftaple ; but in that lijghtt 
k has afforded little profit to Scotland. The 
Iri/h indeed have fonie advantages over us ; but 
ftill the linen branch is but a bare bone to pid^, 
though it muft be allowed they have brougjht it 
to a very great degree of perfection, chiefly ow- 
ing to the rich companies engaged in it. W# 
have the liberty to manufafture our own wo61^ 
and to fend it abroad to any market we pleafe. 
The honeft Irifh have not the fame liberty, and 
are much cramped in many other branchea 6f 
their trade. The moft of the wooleananu- 
fa£hires they fabricate are either fmuggled to 

Scotland 
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Scotland or the weft of EnglsukJ, or are tent to 
France ; and in return^ from the laft tbey.fmug« 
gle back wine and brandy, which they can af» 
ford to fell very cheap. The prohibition, thcf e. 
fore^ of exporting their woolens to Britain^ is 
the greateft encouragement for fmuggling that 
COnld be contrived* The Englifli have wifely 
aacle wool and die woolen manufadure their 
great ftaple ; but they have carried it too far^ 
hf attempting to monopolize it^ and confequent* 
]y taking too high profits, by which they have 
loft much of their export trade. Xlie French aqd 
JDutch are fopplied, in a great meafure, by wool 
fmuggled at no fmall riik and expence frooy 
England and Ireland (for, to my ceruin bww* 
ledge, they bare had none from Scotland Ineft 
lihiFty years paft} ; yet. they manufa<fiure tbac 
wool, carry it to foreign markets, and even uiv> 
derfell the Englifli. Would it not therefore be 
csmnidn ienie and (bund policy, .and more for 
the mtereft of the three kingdoms, to work up 
and manufa^h^e alt our own wool, and, after 
clottthlng ourfelves, export our cloths to all the 
•ouatries of the world. By this rule indu^ry 
9oA wiialth would be promoted, owr tradefmen^ 
weuld live happily,. wA population would io- 
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A very fcnfible Englifh gentleman^ verfant 
in the woolen trade^ with whoxh 1 had the 
good fortune of a long converfation fome ytara 
ago on this fubjedV^ was pleafed to fay^ that I 
had pointed out the great line of commerce. 
Says hei ^* let Great Britain purchafe all the 
wool raifed in Ireland^ all the woolen yam 
fpun there, and let us pay the good people tbie 
average price that they have drawn thdie 
twenty years paft from the French and Dutch; 
then we Ihall fecure a kind of monopoly in that 
branchy and a vahiabfe one it would be; Let 
the Irilh appropriate the whole of the linen mVi* 
nufadlure to themfelves, except what; we mtlft 
uG^por our own confutnpt^ and let us enlarge^ 
in a reafonable degree^ their liberty in tradc^ 
and that would do for us all.'* A very judicious 
obfervationf ' 

I have been always of opinion, that the 
Iri/h have been by far too much reftris* 
ted in their trade. Would we have them 
to let their wool rot? Would we neither allow 
them to export it, nor the goods made of it> 
nor purchafe it from theip? Ridiculous idea! 
It is a fevere^ but too juft a refle<5Uoii, that, the 
people in the weft of England, as well as of 
Scotland, are fo felfifh, fo illiberal, and fo con- 
traftcd in their principles as to trade, that they 

are 
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are afraid left the induflriout Irifh fhould earir 
two dinners for their one. Away with Aicfi 
difgraceful notions I Trade ought to be equally" 
•pen to all the inhabitants of the three king* 
doms. This would produce, unanimity among 
cn]rfelves> and found policy as to national in- 
tereft* . Itwojald fupport and aggrandife the' 
ftate, and enable- us eafily to man our navy 
and, recruit our army. On this account, it is 
my hearty wifb^ that the gentlemen in admini- 
ftr^tion would lofe no time in taking the mi- 
ftrable ftate of Ireland into coiiflderatien,' and' 
in granting thofediflreiTed people an ample re- 
drefs of alL their grievances, . by. pafling an aft 
for a general^ free,, and open, trade, and for al- 
lowing them to fell theur manofadures and pro*- 
duce at any, port in Grea^ Britain^^ and where- 
ever they can find a ready market,, on paying, 
a^fmall duty^ 
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MUCH has bem (aid and wrote of dM 
. Engtifli oak being the baft h-^Vdia 
aroiM for flup-buiMmg. Some tiiii^ «|^, ilie 
Sco^ oak| and that of ibme other eooiitriaa 
which I have feen^ were equdljr good; bat 
there is no oadc plaide in any country I know 
(and I have dealt confideraUy in that article, 
as well as been largely concerned In fhip btrild- 
ing)> equal to what is imported from Dantrick. 
It is the growth •'of Poland/ which is brou|^t 
down the Viftula ; and there is not'a (hip ef 
force built in England without a parr of ibis 
plank bong employed, efpecially where long 
fliiftiogs are neceflary. I have often had- plank 
from thefe parts 48 feet long, 9 inches thick^ 
and 13 broad, quite ftraight, without a knot 
or rent from end to end. There are few or 
any trees in the three idngdoms, from which 
plank of thefe dimenfions can be cut out: 

There 
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There are many fhip^Ioads of fudi, from 3 to 
9 bches MUk, -hnported yearly from Dantzick. 
to the King's yards^ and to thofe •£ the mer- 
chant ifaip-btuldera. Without t)iem, om* navy 
would be very loqiroperly bialt, and very in- 
foffidently rqpaired. For oiyfelf, I never «!• 
lowed any other (dank to be put in any veflel I 
was concerned 10^ either for building or repair- 
ii^. I have dxnight proper to take notice of 
this article, as moft of my readers will have 
little knowledge of it«. 



AdvanUgu 0/ yotlUcured MidUn Hmns^ tfpe* 

AF T£R enlarging fomuch on the maiqr ad» 
vanuges that would arife to tUs country, 
and to the proprietors of flieep farms, by improv- 
ing the borecd and increaCng the number of our 
ihcep, I omitted one remarkable circumftaixe, 
which did not then occur to me^ ai£d for which 
I acknowledge myfelf indebted to a worthy ac- 
qjoaiotanee. Some ume ago^ I had a kmg am* 
veriation with a gentleman of great property 
in Scotland, much efteemod for his knowlci^e 
and fagacity* He obferved^ that were my plan 
iDllowed for increafing the number of our (heep 
tofo great a degree, it would glut the markets, 

• and 
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and leflen the value of the carcafe. I former- 
ly had faid^ tbac the Danes vidu^led' their 
itayy^ and meFchant^men with falted mutton 
firom Iceland^ the moft norcherly fettlement in 
Europe. This< I knaw by. experience; but 
could we afford mutton of fize enough for this- 
purpofe, the demand fop our hams^ if property 
cured| would be extraordinary. A- vrortfay 
friend of mine^ Bailie Daniel Mllar^ merdiant 
in Canongate^ on whoie veracity I can d^pend^ 
told me^ that if he could get Scots mutton- of a 
proper (ize and. weight, that is, from I2 to i6^ 
lib.perqusarter, he could cure it in fuch a man- 
ner, that it wouTd keep perftcUy founds even 
in long voy<ages^ for at leaft twelve, fifteen, or* 
even eighteen months. In England, they have 
no notion of curing any kind of meat by way of 
hams; but bacon. rt*hefe are not fo agreeabte 
provifions for many of our Scots failors ; bat 
good mutton ham is always well relifted; both« 
at fea and land. MrMUlar has extended this 
branch confiderably. He has curcd^ near a 
ihoufand pounds worth a-year for fome years 
pa{(, moft of themi for exportation, and would 
flill increafe it, could he procure' the proper 
mutton. The quality he recommends is fm^dl 
boned, well grown fheep, weighing as above; 
this breed could be eafily had, both in the 
nonh of England and fouth of Scotland 5 and. 
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if duly improved, he and I are of opinion, that 
man^r thoafand pounds might be gained annual- 
ly to Scotland by this new natural branch of 
trade, ."which we might make our own.— The 
demand for this article to all our fettlements a- 
broad is very great, and even to £bme foreign 
parts, and every (hilling got by it is real profit 
to the country, increafes our national ftock, 
and promotes induftry. On the whole, it will 
be found a mod beneficial trade^ j 
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TO 

ESSAYS ON TRADE, dv. 

0/ the unhappy Dlfptdes which have for f<mte 
time fuhjifted between Great Britain utid her 
American Colonies .• fFith a Propofal for 
fuelling that Rebellion^ at a /mall expence^ 
and without employing Land Force fl' 

THE following ob(errations were ode red • 
fliort time after the commenceinent of the 
difputes^ which iiave fabfifted for feveral years 
in America : I as yet fte no reafon to alter n^ 
former opinion. 

I think ic will be no very difficult matter to 
fhow^ that thefe wonderful advantages, which 
onr patriots would have us believe refulted from 
the American trade, have centered chiefly among 
themfelves, and that 'they are obliged to Great 
Britain entirely for trade and every other ble& 
fing they enjoy. 

As fadh will more efieflually make this appear 
than all the oratory and fophiftry of a* Fox, a^ 
Burke, or a Barre, I beg leave to lay a few of 
thcfe before the public. 

Great 
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Great Britain, to encourage them to clear the 
codptry4if diofe woods 'whidvahnoft totally cover- 
ed America, gave a bounty, and (till continues ^t, 
oil all tiMir fir and pine timber, fit for maib, 
jf^rds, bowfprits, li^. of 20 a. Sterling for each 
ton of 40 cubic feet, cuftomafty g^ meafure, 
which is equal to 6d. every foHd foot. 

Hie bounty on their hemp and flalc is nd Ief« 

than 61. per ton. 
For every bailfel of tar, made in the ordinary 

manner, 6 s. per barrel ; each barrel to 

contain 3 1 gallons Englifli meafure* 
f!or tar made by particular^eftions, 10 a. jftrr 

barrel. 
For evciy barrel of pitch, as. 6d. '^r barrel. 
For every bafrel 6f turpentine, js. ^d. fir 

barrel. 
For every pound of in<figo, '■ if but hatf the va- 

lue of that made by the French, 6 d. per 

pound, Englifli weight* 

> 

When we confider v^hat great premfums 
thefo are, and how much they have contributed 
towards the improyement of that wild uncultivat* 
ed country, I may wich great truth fay, that the 
ffloiney paid by the inhabitants of this kingdom 
has done the whole that has been done. After 
all tins is allowed diem, when their goods oome 



to 
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to market, we pay the full market price ; aod I ar 
Gertain> that die value of the bounties paki wi 
fllmoft purchafe goods of the- fame fpedes an 
quality in Ruffia> Sweden^ Norway^ and othc 
parts of £urq>e, Indigo excepted ; and th 
bounty of 6 d. per lib. is a very high bounty 
and a great .encouragement to raife it. 

Notwithftanding thefe boundes and encoi 
ragements, it is well known that the Americar 
carry on an illicit trade with the Weft Indies^ s 
well as with the Dutch, French, and Spaniard! 
Even this does not fatisfy them. They go fur 
tber in cheating the Mother Country. The 
carry on a great fmuggling trade with man 
portsin Europe. Thofe >vhich come within m 
own knowledge I Ihall mention ; thefe arc 
Archangel, Petcrlburgh, Riga, Hamburgh, Am 
fterdam, Rotterdam^ Dunkirk, &c. At time 
they call at fome ports in Great Britain, am 
clear out part of their cargoes for our own pfan 
tations ; but the part that is liable to high du 
ties is cleared for St Euftatia, or fome free por 
in the Weft Indies ; by which means they de 
prive the revenue of thefe duties, while all th< 
commodities are landed in our own fettlements. 

One would think, after fuch evafive fcheme! 
to rob the Mother Country, the Americans 

would 
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w^uld find few, if any advocatejs for them in the 
Bfiti(h fenate. Thefe honourable gentlemen, 
however, who are fond of the name of Patrht, 
and which is very liberally beft owed upon thera 
by the multitude in our neighbouring kingdom, 
Mfith a degree of efirontery not eafy to be ac- 
counted fot:, hold forth, that the Americans pay 
large fums in duties and excife to the revenue 
for the goods they take from us. 

The beft anfwers to thefe gentli?men*s falfe 
and fallacious arguments, as I before hinted, are 
ftfts. Some of thefe I will fubmit to die .pub- 
lic ; from which it will appear how Uttle the 
revenue 4s benefited by ^he boafted importation 
of the Americans fr^m Gre4it Britain. In this 
view, I muft inform thefe gentlemen, as they 
feem not to have known 4t before, that the A^ 
mericans pay no duty on any neceifary or con- 
veniency of life taken irom Great Britain, which 
we find fall very heavy upon ourfelves. — I Ch^ll 
here enumerate fuch as at prefent occur tdme. 

The duties are drawn back, by the exporter, 
o& all malt liquors and fpirits made in Great 
Britain, as well as on the bottles which contain 
them— on all glafs— on leather, however manu- 
fadured — on cordage made from foreign hemp 
—on foap, candles, falt^ V^P^^p ve!lum> cards. 

Vol. III. L ftarch, 
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Itarcb, gold and filver lace, and many otJier ar^ 
tidies.*— Almoft the whole duties paid on Ibrei^ 
linen are drawn back, and boDiitks ^ven on 
mod of ourlioTne-made linen TLtid canvafiiy equal 
to all the duties 7>aid on foap/pot/pearl, wood 
and weed aflies^ made ufe of in bleadmg and 
Vi hitening the fame. 'From this it muft ^appear^ 
that^ as the Americans are altogether exLompted 
from land tax, they can live at one half the ex- 
pence it muft coft our poor labourers^ and in* 
deed M dalTes of people in this country/ « 

I am fully perfuaded^ that the inhabitants oT 
the city cf kdinburgh, and port of Leith, pay 
more duty and excife annually than all Aaae- 
rica does to the revenue of Great Britain. I 
can therefore'f^e no reafon that we (hould pay 
the army and navy for their protedion, if they 
will not contribute equally. That we (liould be 
facidled with near two milliorw antiually, to pay 
the intereft of money borrowed on their account^ 
to keep fliem from'being fcalped, or drove out 
vi all their boafled free country/ into ihe At- 
lantic, lappearsto me, and, I dare fay, to every 
impartial inhabitant in South or North Britain, 
extremely hard and unjulh How can we ever 
expert to leffen the public debts, or get frei of 
thefe taxes oh fair, leather, and malt liquors, 
TV hich, in a particular manner, afFeft the poor, 

'if 
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if we are to pay: the American debts as well as 
our own ^ Let them pay 25$. annually^ each 
individual, as we do, raii'e it as they pleafe ; but 
let this natron receive it to eafe numbers of her 
tradefmen, manufadhirersi; porters^ and labour* 
jng people of every denomination*-^ The Ame- 
ricans have good lind at (ix-pence per acre, for 
which^Dut houeft farmers pay at the rate of 2os» 
bisfides : the nunrfjerlefs taxes*^ urider . which this 
country at prefen t Uboar€«^ The gpods and ma*- 
nufadlures we fend to America*, are paid us la 
their own produce. We feidom dt never get 
fpecie from them ; that ihey employ eHe where, ., 
to carry on theic. cl^Qdefline tfyidc . ^ 

From^ thefe fafls iti would appear, that we are 
notfo much mdebted.to the Americaa trade as 

oar patriots, would have us believe^ and their in- 
gratitude now, 111 attempting «c independency, 
muft be proportionally heigh tened» - 

It has been faul, that we in this country 
have no merit either in the- difcovery qt con- 
queji of them. It i& our fifter. kingdom, Eng- 
land, which has the fole merit of both. In 
confequence of the Union, however,. we clai» 
an. equal (hare wiflv them in their trade and 
commerce to thefe fettlements ; and, fince that 

L 21 period, . 
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prriod, we hare done our part » people, pro- 
teH, and fupport diein, 

A great deal ha&been thrown out at to their 
charters. By what auilioiUy did they hold 
thefe charters? Did thcfe charters defend ihcm 
from the encroachments of the French and 
Indians, who drove them out of all the f^ft holds 
they ha.-l in the baik fettlementi ; and woitlJ 
have drove the w hole of them into the Atlantic, 
had it not been fur the troopi from Great Bri- 
tain ? I had almoft fdid from the J/lgi-IanJs s/ 
Scotland : fur they mofl undoubtedly conqueted 
Amerim, more than it was done in Geimaiiyi 
Lord Chatham, when he wanted to pay compli- 
ments to his own abilities as prime miniUer, 
cDtild not Iielp brin^g thofe hardy and intrepid 
race of men to fais aid. " Much, fays he> 
Aegledcd in the war before lad, they (i. e, 
the Highlanders) had well nigh overturned tbe 
ftate ; yet thcfe very men, in the late war, I 
bronght to comblt on yourlide: They ferved 
with fidelity as they fought with valour, and 
conquered for you in every part of the world; 
and in no part were tliey more ferviceable thaa 
in Nofth America." 

How did ihe NoTth Americans behave undcf 

BraddockJ The time is aot fo diftant but moll 

of 
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e( us will remember, what srdcfpicabk figure; 
they made, both in the field, and in fupplying 
the troops, fent not only to prcfcryc their coun- 
try, but thrcmfelves from being fcalped. Tjruft. 
ing to their fupport, and to fave them from per- 
dition, how many of our brave countrymen loft 
their lives ? among: others. Sir Peter Halket, 
an ornament to his country, and to mankind. 
I had the honour to be known^ to Sir Peter ; 
his life was of more value ihaa ouny Ameri- 
cans. Now, however, the time is come, when^ 
they have forgot all ihefe mod eflential fervices 
done them ; fervices. chat have coft this nation 
at leaft the blood of 15,000 brave men, and 
20,000,000.1. of good. Sterling money j yet, 
when parliament taxed an article of luxury or 
effeminacy, of no real ufe,. I mean Tea, what a 
noife did they make I Would to God that all 
our taxes were laid on that deftrudlive, infig- 
nificant article, and taken off the real neceffaries 
of life ! Happy would it then be for this country ! 
Let tliofe who drink tea pay for it ; and on con- 
dition the duties were taken off fait and leather, 
cf which the poor pay almoft th?e whole, I hear- 
tily wiQi^it were at. 30 s. $er pound. 

, The way and manner the people in Bollorr 
took to difappolnt Government of raifing this^ 
duty, are iudeed without precedent, Nofooner 

L 3 is. 



is the tea broughr Into port, than they mal.e a 
formal attack upon it, as if it was to come into 
their hourcE, and to levy tlie tax of itfelf. Had 
they allowed ilie lei to have been laniled, and 
rufleteJ it to rot before they would ufe or pur- 
chafe ir, they would have acled like, rational 
men : Or, if it was rotten before it came to 
hand, fas I have heard fomegiddy-h'eaded peo- 
ple fay,) why buy it, or have any thing to dn 
with ii! The Eaft Inilia company were, not to 
oblige cr force them to purchafe their goods : 
But to allow a lawlefs banditti to commie piracy 
in open fun-(hine, . and not to endejTour, by 
every means, to oppofe them, was acquiefcing 
in their crime.. Had I been mafter of the (hip 
tl-.e tea was on boknl, w 1th onl/, ten Scots boys 
at my back (and. I, am no fig.hling man), eaih 
of us fflould have Ihoi our man, before, they faad 
taken up the- hatches, if wc Ihould baye been 
cut to pieces in the end.; A. bill of loading is a 
facred writing.. The fliip-mafler obl^T^ hhnfelf 
to deliver his cargo, fen bazarJ excepted.' As 
(here was no war^ they were pirates who pre- 
fumed to touch his. cargo ; and. as I'ach they 
fliould have been treated by the fhip-raafter ai*d 
• the inhabirarii of BoAon. If, therefore, the 
'^{iftjt^^iiid not life their uttnoft endeavours 
to prftve^ffleftf Tiom an open violationof. the 
laws of every country, and :o fecure the pcrfims 
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of the pirates^ they oiight t6 pay all the coft of 
the goods, and every e'xperice- and damage iri- 
cgurreid. Wert rile inhabitants of Edinburgjh 
and lieith tinitily to Vook on> and-dlow a law« . 
Icfs mote to go Oh Soird a (hJp'taLetth. harbour, . 
or iq the foad df Lelth, and. fuilar the cargo to.; 
he taken out ihd 'dliftrpycd , before thek faces,, 
without doing the tttnioft irt thehr power to pre- 
V^nt it, they, would, ty, the law^ be obliged to 
pay the daniages, and imdergo a fevere cenfure^: 
fcom thqir. cQuntry and all good men% 

It have bfeeni twice it^ Aineriea, and traded^ 
conHd^rably to differen't p^rts of.it,'. but not to . 
advantage, as I; could hdt']g^t,pa]naientSr I. 
have, atprefcnr, ftveriilhortdi-cd pouudk due tiie 
there, wTi'ich I would wiffiftgjfy give 'a right tO: 
for as n\any hundred pence«: And I verily be* . 
Keve, were the Americans t6. balance accounts > 
with thi^ country^ all their; bo»fled wealth and; 
property ii^dorcl. nfeft difc1is/rgc. the juft iriidi 
lawful debts dd^ by them to' tbc inhabitants ofv 
Great Btitaia and Ireland;, 

So far hack as the 3iftof Dfecfember 17^4^'!' 
|nx>pofed tlie -following plaa for redudog the 
Amerkans to obedieaoiJ: ^^i^iS^^ 0C'Aij|^|Kli|n&s 
g^ven upon. the iii»poriatioi^^ Jikcnr goods-; let 
them carry none to any market but to Britain^ 

IreUud^ 
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Irelaod, and ibe Welt Indii Iflsnds, our owa 
proper^, and no other ; aud, to prevent ihem 
ftom. trading wiili the French, Spanifii, or any 
other fettlements, let them go under convoy 
of our men of war, and take failing orders ; in 
, which let the owners of the lliips and cargoes 
be mentioned, and the bill of loading be affixed 
to the failin}; orders ; the Ihips to pay all atten- 
tion as under convoy in dmc of war, as to the 
fig^als, LCodezvous, &c. 

Ten frigates of 3a guns, ten (hips of 20 guns,, 
and twenty floops of 14 guns each, will do tbe- 
buHncfs, and employ our feamen and foldiers. 
Let each fliip have only 2-3ds cf her eample- 
menC of failors ; let the other i-3d, ta make up 
the fuU complement, be marines, wluch may be 
.flationed thus : 

Two floopc, 14. gum, at Savannah in Geor^a^. 

Two (hips, 20 guns, and two floops, 14. 
each, at Charles- to K-n, South CaroUna. 

Two QoopS- at Vv ilmington. Cape Fear,. 
North Carolina. 

One (hip, 20 gtins, one Qbop, at Sinert. 
' Sound, Albemarle. 

Two frigates, two Hoops, atCapc Hemy, and 
Cape Charles, in Chefapesk Uay, Virginia. 

Cae frigate,, two floops, at Maryland, 

Twoi 
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Two frigates, two iloops, at Philadelphia up 
the Delaware- 
Two frigates, two fliips of 20 guns^ three 
floops, at Long Ifland and Newport.* 

Three frigates, fire (hips, 2a gun^, four 
Ibops, at Bofton, and in the Maflachufett's 
Bay, Salem, *&c. Or in fuch manner as the 
Lords of the Admiralty (ball think mod for the 
good of the fervice, and will mod furety contri- 
bute fpeedily to bring thefe ungrateful Ameri* 
cans to their duty, and their own good,— I had 
almoft faid, their falvatioH. Remove the whole 
military, except fuch as have been always em- 
ptoyed in their forts and garrifons; for t^ 
money fpent by the troops feeds them, zni 
fpirits them up to rebcUion* 

To prevent the neceflity of a convoy t6 
' Great Britain, let the matters, owners, and 
merchants, who (hip the goods, find fecurity in 
double the value of fliip and cargo, that the/ 
fiiall really and truly land them in ^me part of 
Great Britain or Ireland (fea- hazard excepted]^ 
and nowhere elfe, or forfeit their bond to the 
public^ and, to relieve the bond, they (hould 
Jiave two certificates, under the hands of the 
colledtor, comptroller, and furve}H>r of the port 
where the cargo is discharged, as to the true 
performancei lb asi they can traufmit one by 

firft 
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firft (hips, and keep the other to be brought 
over to America by thcnifelves, to relieve their 
bond or cancel it.. 

Every man of property, obftriiciing or fly- 
ing in the face of the laws made by Great BrU 
' tain, Ihould forfeit his whole eftate and effefls, 
as guilty of high ireafon againrt the ftate ; and 
all inerchants,atKl others, forfeit their goods and- 
chattets, and their perfons, be fent home lo-the 
country from which they, or their forefoiliers, 
originally came ; fur there is not one in ten of 
the.Ti who was either hinifelf, or his forefathers, . 
born in Gieat Britain : They are mo'.ily made" 
np of German emigrants, French refugees, and 
conviifls of all nations tranfported from Great 
Britain and Ireland, who never could get bread 
in their own conntry ;■ yet they, foifuoth, diuH . 
boaft what their forefathers did to fupport ou^ ' 
conftimiion. For. flnme ! _ that Britain Ifaould 
t>e deluded by fuch a hotch.potch medley of fo- 
reign enthuliaflic, madmen ; who, whiltV they 
throw dirt at the family that gave them mod of 
their charters, praife Lord Chatbam for rouHng- 
themtorebellion,andhur(ingihemother-coiintry. 
Acthefametime, they raUatLordButeformftk* 
iftg a peace thkt gave them a quiet pofleffion of 
aH that vaft country) by getting the French tl» 
^ve up every piace in North America to tbc 
crow Ik 
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trown of Great Britain. I was m London at 

the time the peace was in agitation. I had the 

honour of being well acquainted with Sir Henry 

Erflcine, the Right Honourable James Ofwald, 

and many people in authority :at that .:i)eriod. 

1 have often been aflced, what the opinion of 

the merchants was. I always told ibem, the 

acquifition of all North America ,^^pon tmr back 

fectloments, was the great t)bje&. ^I own, my 

worthy friend Sir Henry JErfkine forefaw things 

which did not, at that time, occur to me; he 

t)ften. Taid^ '*^' Thefe people are turbulent. It 

would be better to leave part of Canada to the 

-French, to keepthetn in a proper fubordination.'^ 

J have even heard fome very fenfible mer:-' 

<ibants on the ^Change of London fay fo; -but 

by far the greateft number were for the termsf 

which were agreed to^ and a gloribqs peace It 

was. 

*rhefe inflammatory letters, from the gene- 
ral Coagrefs to the people of Great Britain^ 
and to their friends and fellow-fubje6ts at Que* 
bee, are wrote upon the moft fallacious and 
bafc principles ; not a word of truth from be- 
ginnbg to end, except what they quote from 
my late moft worthy* correfpondent, the great 
Ballon ]^/[ontefquieu• Had they a trial of his 
court and conftitution, or the King of Pruffia's^ 

xb-AX. 
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tliat Proteflant Iiero, they would footi b< 
brought to tlicmfelvcs, and to good manners. 
In lliort, tliefe deteftable letters are not con- 
ceived in the ftilc of merchants, by whom nnlj 
they ought to have been wrote, but appear tu 
be the produi^ions of fume haniihed Englilh oi 
Hill attorney, or limb of the law, who has 
emigrated himfelf from this conntry, or by fomf 
of [lie vermin of the clergy, who infeft that de- 
Uidcd country and .people. 

.1 to«k tlie liberty of traiirmitting.'t» (jOTi 
Kordt B copy of thu plan ; and^ at the £ui» 
tfme, uTed the freedom of writing my cpiiuoi 
to hU Lerdfhtp on the fubjeA, and oT offering 
my advice, as a private perfon, and a frieno tc 
the mother-country, ia what manner the Ame. 
ncans might be brought to a.fenfe of tbeir du^, 
and allegiance to their' parent ftate, with the 
lead prejudice to either of the contending par- 
ties. This I did not think prudent to puUiO] 
to the world at the time. Indeed, fuch a flcf 
would have entirely dellrc^ed the very inten- 
tion of the writer, had his Lord/hip adopted 
any part of the plan propofed, which was noi 
the cafe. The outlines of my letter were,- 

To imprefs all the feamen belon^g to the 

American veflels, from ' the cabin-boy to the 

m;^er, 
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mafter^ and to rate them on board the fhips of 
war fent to block up their ports, at the higheft 
wages any of them ever received wben em« 
ployed in the merchants' fervice : 

To land no troops at any of the ports (b 
blocked up ; as the money 4>ent by the troops 
would enable the Americans the longer to con* 
tinue their refiftance, after a (lop was put to 
their trade, and alfo might be productive of 
much bloodihed^ which has already happened, 
and, it is much to be feared^ will be greatly 
incrokifed, before any. accommodation takes 
place. 

The reafon why I was folicitous to have all 
the feamen in America impreiTed, was this^ 
Though I have the higheft efteem for that ufe* 
fttl and brave fet of mea, yet ^ong experience 
amongft them has convinced me, that thejr 
would rather do mifchief than be idle. If I 
might be allowed a conjecture, I could almoft 
venture to fay, that the repulfe which the 
King's troops met with at Lexington and Bun- 
ker's Hill, was occafioned chiefly by fo'many 
honeft induftrious fellows being thrown out of 
employment; If any future fkirmiihes ihall hap- 
pen, which, it is more than probable, will be 
the cafe, I am much afraid, that th^fis poor 

Vol. in. M ^le^itutc 
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deftttute feamen; who might ^ave beeQ^mpIo; 
cd with advantage to themfelves and the 
country, on board of the (hips of war, will, i 
the cafe now (lands, prove the moft intrep: 
C3(iemies which our troops will meet with in tl 

field; w4ierea$, if thefe feamcn had been c 
board our (hips of war, they would have ha 
much influence in making the merchants and < 
thers come into reafor^able terms. 1 am fenfibh 
that the imprefling of the Teamen may be d 
jefted to, as being agamfl law. fiut, in unfwe 
to this, it may be obfervcd, that neceffity has n 
law ; and that it is always cuftomary to rniprei 
feamen in the time of war. 

The commencement of the Americans' intcn 
tions to throw "oflF the allegiance of Great Bri 
tain, are not of yefterday. They did not cvei 
begin with the Stamp-ad, as many people hav 
imagined ; though I will readily allow, the re 
peal of that a6l gave them a boldnefs whtd 
they had hot formerly affumed, and led thee 
to imagine, that Great Britain was unAle t 
do any thing contrary to the inclinations c 
America; ^ 

At the fame time I cannot but acknowledge 
that feveral of the Britifh governors appointei 
as vicefoys of the different cofonlcs, aded i 

^an 



SUPPLE ME N T, &c# ij^ 

UKuiy cafes in fndi a tyrannical and opprcflive 
manner^ as roufed the refentnient of many of 
the capital inhabitants, and alienated thei^ affec^ 
tiotts for the mother-country. It is the duty of 
agQveshor to. behave himself with the greate(| 
candour, xmpartiahty, and juftice^ and not to 
provoke the rage or malice of the people under 
hi$ jtirifdi6lio9, by vexatipus law-fuits and rigOr 
rous profeeutions, without a \pery juft and ne- 
cefTary caufe. They are the King's vice-gerents, 
and ought to treat his fub]e<^s as if they wer^ 
hh children* Their aiTemblies were modelled 
nearly in the fame manner as the Biitifli parlia- 
ment, and whatever adh were agreed to by the 
two houfes of afiembTy refpeding the internal 
police and government of the province, in fa 
far as tl»ey did not interfere ijviib, or counter- 
u& Britiik slOs of parliament, ought to have 
been aflented to by the governor. Whatever 
regarded their conne^^ion with Britain^was al- 
ways to be referred to the King for his aflent ; 
yet even in the former cafe, the. governor 
often thwarted the intentions of the aflcmbly, 
and complained to the Britifli miniftry of their 
proceedings as irregular, without any folid 
foundation. Thefe arbftrary meAires^ with a^ 
people fo tenacious of liberty, provoked and 
irritated them fo much, that they often applied 
to government for a removal of fucii govei;. 

J^l z nor^. 
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nors. Among thefe were Eden, governor of 
Mairadiufett's Bay, and afterwards hia fuccef- 
for Hwtchmfon, both of whom, by their rigo- 
rous and incautious behaviour, rendered them- 
fclves obnoxious, and ai latl odious to that tur- 
bulent people. Tiiis introduced amcng them 
the feeds of rebelhon, which ihey foon diflemU 
nated through the whole Thirteen Provincet, 

But to fliew that they were early difpofed 
toquarrel with their governors, cf whofe def- 
potic difpofitbns they were very jealous, and 
whofe attacks upon any indivi'.luals they were 
.refolved lo oppofe lo a man, — 1 (liall give fonie 
escirat^s from a pamplilct 1 have been Ijtely 
favoured widi, publidied as tW back as 1734, 
and, as I believe there are few copies of it 10 
be found, I am perfuaded it wtjt be pew and 
(urtous to my readers. 

The title of the pamphlet is, A Narrative <^ 
the Cafe and Trial 0/ J oh N Pbtkr Zkmcir, 
Printer of the New York Weekly Journal. 
Zeuger was accufcd by the Hon. William Cof- 
by, Efq; then Cap tain- general and Governor 
JD Chief of the Provinces of New York, New 
Jerfey, &c. for priming and puhlilhing in faid 
Journal what he denominated a libel, tontaitt' 
ing heavy refieSiotis upon his Excellency In 
• particular, 



SUPPLEMENT, &c, i^y 

• 

particular y the Legljlature in general, and upon 
the mq/i eonfiderable ferfons in dijlingutjhed 
ftatipm in that Province, tending to foiv fed!' 
tion and fa^ion^ and to bring his Majefty^s^ 
government into contempt, and to dtfiurh the 
peace tbereof.^^-^The. accufadon was prcfented 
to the Hon. James Dc Lancey,. Efq; Chief 
Juftjce, and' Frederick Philips, Efq; feccvid' 
Juftice, and^ their Councir, and by them lai3 . 
before the Grand Jury, with inftrudtions. The * 
Grand Jury not thinking proper to take cog- ■ 
nizance of the matter^ a mefTage from the Coun- 
cil was djreded tP the. General AiTembly^ dedr- 
ing them to appoint a Committee of their. num-- 
ber to meet with a Committee of the Council^ to > 
take the papjers into confideration^ and to confer* 
on the fubjeft; The two Committees' met ac-- 
cordingly, when that of- the Council,, after 
reading the feditious papers, defired the concur- 
rence of the Aflcmbly, "to order them to be* 
burnt by the common hangman, and to addrefs 
the Governor to iflue a proclamation, >yith a 
^omife^of a reward for^the di^very of the j 
authors or.^riters of thefe feditious libels, with > 
aa order for profecuting the pointer thereof;; 
and alfo for ordaining the Mag^drates to. ex- 
ec t themfelves in preferviug the pjeaceof the^ 
H-ovince/* The houfe, after leveral debates o» 4 
thc.fubjeft, ordered the papers^ and requeft to-j 

M 3^ ' iiec 
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He oil the table; but the Coancil feeing the 
^UTeinbly would not join them ki the rcqqcft, 
prevailed on the Sheriff at the quarter feffions 
to iflue an order for burning, by die bands of 
the common hangman or whippcr, foor numbers 
of the faid New York Weekly Jotirnal, and to 
appoint the Lord Mayor and Magiflrates of the 
city to attend the fame. 

Upon reading this order, the Houip of Af- 
femhJy forbade the entering It in dieir books, and 
declared if it was entered, their proteft (hould 
be entered againft it. The Sheriff then moved 
the quarter feflions to comply with the order ; 
but the Aldermen offered a proteft againft it, in- 
timating, *' that they were only to be command- 
ed by the King'l^ mandatory writs, and not by 
an order of a Sheriff appointed by a Governor, 
whofe mandate was authorifed by no known 
law, fo that they thought therafelves under no 
obligatten to obey it ; becaufe fuch obedience 
would open a door for arbitrary commands, 
which, when*«Qce opened, they knew not what 
dangerous confequcnces might attend it ; there- 
fore they protefted againft faid order, and for- 
)>ade all the members of the corporation to pay 
the leaft obedience to it.'' Upon this long de- 
bates enfued between the Sheriff and the Court; 
the former' infifted that;, the* proteft fhould be 
• entered 
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entered m the books, to which tile litter wouM 
not confent without entering the order aJfo ; 
but this was not thought proper* or fefe, and 
therefore it Wayjud^dbeftto take ito notice? 6f, 
either. The SherifF, however, ftiU moved thit 
the Court wouTd^dhrft their whipper tcf obtem- 
perate the order ; buth was anfwercd, '* that as 
he was the officer of the corporation, they woufa. 
give no fuch order." Upon which, the SherifF 
finding 'they would pay no obedience td his com- 
mands, delivered the papers to his oMrn oegro, 
and ordered him to put them in the fire, which 
he' did, the Recorder only and.fome of the. mi- 
litary officers attending. . . 

* 

The fame afternoon, the Sheriff Mfiati- 1 waf^ 
rant for apprehetiding and imiH*ifoni«g linger, . 
by virtue of ^hkh he ^iras accfltrdiogly^ inipri- 
foned in the common jai^, and, for feveral days, 
denied the life of pen,.jnk, and paper, and*^the 
Mberty of feeing any perfon. Soon*hafter Ws 
comnHtment> bis coimtii • obtained - an hahns 
corpus xo bnng hdot before the chief j«ftic6, 'm 
order to bis being t;ither difchiki^g^d^ triftd, dr 
admitted to bail. On receiving the return, to 
\yhich feveral exceptibns were ih^ide; his couii- 
fcl nififted, that he might be admitted to reafoti- 
able bail, for which they exhibit^y very ftrbng 
cealbns' &d amborkies^:^ and> to ^"enable tke 

GOfm 
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eourl lo jiidKC what ("urcty was in Viis power 
lo give, he made an affidavit of his debci and 
Hack, by whifh it appeared, he was not worili 
^0.1. ihemateriaK of his trade excepted. Not- 
wiihftanding which it was ordered, that the 
luweU bailthaiwodd be accepted of, was himfelf 
to be bound fur no Icis than 400 I. and his two 
fiiretjee for aoc 1. each, and that he fliould be 
remanded till he gave it. Bui as this was ten. 
times the fum which it was in his power to give 
or procure, he returned again to jail. 

The grand jury having found nothing againll 
him, he was in hopes cf being foon difcharged^ 
but ihefe hopes proved vain, for the attorney- 
genera! charged him by Information before- the 
Chief JuAice De Laacey, for. prmtine and pj;^ 
lt(hii)g.si.fali<v ic^ndatous, maUciotu, and fedir 
tious liliel. Tc wluch.tbe counfcl for.the.[vio 
foncr offered Tery.llroiig exceptioo6, aqd panic 
cularly tn.tbe conuaiffioni and autheriqr of. tfaa - 
jBc^ef. Tbf fc, howcrer, they were detemun. 
«d to nuintaiti at alkevccit^ aad fo^far from aU 
lowing.the couojiel to argue on the ferer^ ar* 
ticles: of . ew^ion, that wiien. they offered to 
be heard Qii^,upciD tw:oppints, DeLancey.^ad* 
.the ef&omeiy. to order them .both,- viz. James 
Alexander, £fq; and-Willhtm Smitfa, Attoriuet 
al, law^.'for. their.prefunipucwi io frupit^^efe - 
Mt.f excepthns,-. 



SUPPLEMENT, &c. 141 

exceptions, and for their contempt of that fa. 
preme coure^ to be excluded from any further 
fta&ke at that bar^ and their names to be 
finick out of the rolls as attomies of that court, 
and that order to be recorded in the books. 
Upon the^exclufion of thefe gentlemen, Zlenger 
was deprived of counfel, and therefore was 
obliged to petition the court to appoint counfel 
for Jiis defence. They accordingly appointed 
Jufan Chambers, Efq; who appeared and pled 
not guilty to the information ; but with refpeft 
to the exceptions offered by the forjmer ^onnfel, 
he did not think it proper or fafe to fpeak. He, 
however, moved, that a day might be appoint- 
ed for Zenger's trial, and for a ilruck jury. 
This was accordingly ordered, and tlie trial to 
commence the enfoing term, being Monday 
the 4th of Auguft. 

. On Tuefday the 29th of July, the court 
opened, and, on iMr Chambers' motion, the 
clerk was ordered to ttrike the jury ; who, to 
the furprife of the pannel's friends, inflead of 
producing the freeholders' book, out of which 
alone the jury ought to have been named, he 
gave a lift of 48 perfons, many of whom were 
not freeholders, and others holding commiiHons 
and offices at the governor's pleafure, and fe« 
veral of them difplaced magifirates of the city, 

fuppofed 
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fMppoTed to entertain refentmenc againll Zen- 
ger for what he ha<i printed againft ihcni. 
Some of thfoi were the governor's baker, tay- 
lor, ihoeniaker, ' caiidleinaker, J.'iner, &c, — 
Upon this difcovery, the- clerk was rcquelted, 
ciiher to produce the frceboliiers* hook, aniJ 
oul of it to chdfe 48 uiiexcepiionabla Tii«n, as 
ufual, or that he would hear their objedions 
10 the lill he offered, and put j-npanial men in 
The place of tliofe agaiiift whom they could 
fliow- ]iift objcflions. Both thtfe he abfoluie- 
]y refufed to do. Finding that no arguments 
could prevail on him, Mr Chambers applied to 
the court, and upon his motion, it was ordered^ 
" That the 48 Ihould be named out of the 
freeholders' book, asufnal, in prefence of tiie 
parries, and ihat the clerk (hould hear objeclioDfr 
to perfons propofed to be of this number^ «id 
allow of fuch exceptions as were juft."^ In puri. 
fusnce of this order, a jury waK llcuck ta the 
fatisfaflion of both parlies. 

The day of trial being come, the defendant 
appeared; and ihe Yi(i of the jury being pead, fet 
appeared, that the cjerk had tranfpofed the br- 
cter of the names, and had placed fome of thole 
which were originally marked laft in the hegii> 
vmg of the lift. This Mr Chambers compt^»- 
ed cf to the csurt, who ordered tbit the Darner 
of 
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rf the jurors fhould be ranged in the order in 
which they were ftruck ; which was accordingly 
done, and the jury, whofe names were as fol* 
iows^ were called and fworn : 

Hermanns Rutgers, Egbert van Borfom, 

Stanley Holmes^ Thomas Hunt, form. 

Edward Man, Benjamin Hildreth, 

John Bell, Abraham Keteltas, 

Samuel Weaver, John Goelet, 

Andries Marfehalk, Hercules Wendover, 

The attorney-general theti opened the infor- 
mation in the following words : 

^' May It pleafe your Honours, and you Gen« 
tlemen of the Jury,— The information now be- 
fore the court, and to which the defendant Zen« . 
ger has pleaded not guilty , is an information for 
printing and publifhing a falfe, fcandaious, and 
feditious libel, in which his excellency the Gover- 
nor of this province, who is the King's immediate 
reprefentative here, is gi*eat1y and unjuilly fcan- 
dalized, as a perfbn that has no regard to law 
nor juftice; with much more, as will appear u- 
pon reading the informations. This of libelling 
is what has always been difcouraged as a thing 
that tends to create differences among men, ill 
blood' among the people, and oftentimes gi*eat 

bloodfhed 
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i benrMn the party libelling and t 
pan hikBed. Tbtn can be ao doubc but yo 
Gndeani of the Jury, vill have the fame 
cpnioo of fuch pradices, as the judges bare i 
van (bavti upon fuch occafions : But I ([a 
fay DO mare at thu time, until you hear the ii 
fmaaiaoa, irtiidi is is follows t 

Neir Y«-k, Supreme Court. 
Of the tern of Janaaty, in the eighth year o 
the rdgo of our Soverdgn Lord Kinj 
Geofje the Second, Ice. 

BE it KiMiabered, That Richard Bradley, 
ESq; attorney-general of our fovereign 
Lord the Bng, for the province of New- York, 
who for our faid Lord the IGng, in this part, 
profecBtct, in bis own proper perfon comes 
here into the court of our faid Lord the Kmg, 
and for our laid Lord the King gires the court 
ben to underftand, and be informed, That 
John Peter Zenger, bie of the city of New- 
York, printer, (being a feditiout perfon, and a 
frequent printer and publillier of falfc news ami 
feditious libels, and nickcdly and maJiciou l ly <te. 
riling the governmeiB of oyt-filiH J 
King of this his J*^''*'***'^ -^ 
York,u 
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William Cofby, Efq; captain- general and govcr'~ 

nor in chief of the fiid province, to traJucc, 
kandilizi:, and vilify his excellency the faid 
govern;ir, ami the roiniftera and officers rf 
our faid Lord ihe King, of and for the faid pro- 
vince, to bring into fufpicion and the ill opinion 
of the fubjefls of our faid Lord the King rcful- 
ing within the faid province), on the twemy- 
eighth day of January, in ihe feventh year -of 
the reign of our foveretgn Lord George the Se- 
eond, by the grace of God of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, King, defender of the faich, 
kc. at the ciry of New- York, did falfely, fed!-' 
tiou.ly, and fcandalonfly print and publilh, and 
c-aufe to be printed and publiHied, a certain 
falfi:, malicious, fcditiou'^, and fcandalous libel, in- 
tided, The New-York Weekly Journal, con- 
taining the frediefl advices foreign and dotneilic ; 
in which iibel (of and concerning liis excellen- 
cy the faid ppvcrnor, and the minillers and cP 
ficers of our faid Lord the King of and for t^* 
faid province), ?mong other things therein con- 
tained, are ibefe words ; '* Your appearance in 

you ^^^|g^^^^ gp^ > 
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fore ; thefe retrcnchmcots, Gendemea^ may 
^ocn be (hewn to you and all men to be weak, 
and to have neither law nor reafon for their 
foundation^ fo cannot long ftand you m ftead : 
Therefore, you had much better as yet leave 
them, and come to what the people of this city 
and province (the city and province nS New- 
York meaning) tUnk are the pomts ki queftion 
(to wit), They (the peopie of the ^dty and pro- 
vince of New- York meanmg) think ^s matters 
now ftand, that their liberties and properties 
are precarious, and xhztjlavery is like to be en- 
tailed on them and their pofterity, if feme 
pad things be not amended, and this they col- 
left from many paft proceedings." (Meaning 
many of the paft proceedings of bis excellen- 
cy the faid governor, and of the miaifters and 
officers of our faki herd the King, of and for 
the faid province.) And the faid attorney- 
general of our faid Lord the King, for our 
faid Lord the King, Itkewife gives the court 
here to underftand and be infctfmed, that the 
faid John Peter Zenger afterwards (to wit) 
the eighth 4ay of April, in the feventh year of 
the reign of our faid Lord the Kin^, at the 
city of New- York aforefaid, did falfely, fedi- 
tioufly, and fcandaloufly print and publilh, and 
caufe to be printed and publiflied anotlier falfe, 

malicioua. 
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Bialicioas, feditious^ and fcandalous libel, iatic- 
}cd, The New- York Weekly Journal, con- 
gaining the frefheft advices foreign and domef* 

tic» In wbichlibcl, (of and concerning the go- 
vernment of the faid province of New- York, 
and of atid^ concerning his excellency the faid 
governor, and the nHuiflcrs and officers of 
gur faid f ^ord the King, of and for the faid pro- 
vince), among ether things therein contained, 
tre thefe words: *' One of ourneighbours (one of 
ihe inhabitants of New-Jerfey meaning) being, 
in company, obfcrving the ftrangers (fome of 
the inhabitants of New^York meaning) full' of 
complaints, endeavoured toperfuad« them to re- 
. move into Jerfey ; to which it was replied, that 
woulJ be- leaping out of the frying-pan into the 
£rc; for, fays he, we both are under the fame 
governor, (his excellency the faid governor 
meanSng),and your aflfembiy h;ive fliewn with a 
wicnefs what is to be expcfted from them ; one 
that was then moving to Pennfyivania (fneaiu 
icg one thati was then rcraaviug from New- 
York, ^hhr intent t9 nefide at Pennfylvania)^tv> 
which placi- it is ^reported feveral con(ijerabte» 
men are removing (from New- York meaning), 
cxpreffed, in terms very moving, much concern, 
for the clrcumftances of New^-York (the bad 
circumftances of the provkicc and the people of 
New* York ineaning),feemedto dunk them very 

N Z muck 
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much o\^ing to the inflaence that fome men 
whom he cdiled Tools bad in the* admminratiou 
(meaning the admrniftracion of the government of 
the faid province of Ncw-Yoik), faid he waa 
now gi.iirg from them, and was not to be hurt 
by any meafures tbey fhould takr^ but could 
liot help haviiTg^ feme concern for the welfare 
cf his countrymen, and fliould be glad tcT hear 
chat the afiembly (tneanbg the general aiTembly 
of the province of I^'ew-York) would exer> 
themfelves as became tkem, by (hewing that 
they have the intereft of their country mCre at 
heart, than :]ie graiifkation of any piivate vie»v 
vf axiy of their members, or being at all affec- 
ted by the fmiles or frowns of a governor (his 
excellency the faid govtrncr n-eoning), both 
which ought equally to be defpifed, when tho 
intereft cf their country is at ftake; You, fays 
he, complain of the lawyers ; but I think tlic 
law itielf is at an end, fFe (the people of the 
province of New- York meaning) fee men*s deeds' 
dtfirojed, judges arbitrarily difflaced^ rrw 
cow ts ereSed, 'without confent o^ the Legtfla^ 
^t^re (withhi the province irf *New-Tork mean- 
ing); by -which it feems tome, trial J by juries' 
art taken away when a governor pleafes (jiis 
excellency the faid governor meaning)^ men of 
known eji ites denied their votes, contrary to the 
received praclice, tie hejt expoftor of any law. 

Who 
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Who is then in that province (meaning the 
province of New-York,) that calls (can calf 
meaning) any thing his own, or enjoys any li- 
berty (liberty meaning) longer than thofi in 
the adminiflration (meanhig the admmiftration 
of the government of the faid province of New- 
York) will condefcend to let them do it, for 
which reafon I have left it (the province of 
New-Yoik meaning), as Ibelievc more will." 
To the great difturbance of the peace of the 
faid province of New-York, to the great fcan- 
dal of our faid Lord the King, of his excellency 

the faid governor, and of all others concerned 
in the adminiflration of the government of the 
faid province, and againfl the peace of our fovc- 
reign Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 
Ice. Whereupon the faid attorney-general of 
our faid Lord the King, for our faid Lord the 
King, prays the advifement of the court here 
in the premifies, and the doe prcccfs of the 
hw, againft him the faid John Peter Zenger, 
tti this part to be done, to anfwer to our faid 
Lord the King of and in the premifles, &c. 

R, BRADLEY, Attorney. generaL 

To this the defendant pleaded Nut Guilty ; 
«nd the Attorney-Gener4 undertook to prove 
the charge.— In defence Mr Chambers fct 
forth very clearly the nature of a libel ; the d- 

N 3 lowances 
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lowances that ought to be made for what meir 
ijpeak and write ; that in all libels there mu(£ 
be fome particular perlbns lb dearly pointed out, 
that DO doubt can remain about who is meant; 
and that on this point Mr Attorney muft fail iii. 
bis proof. — ^But Mr Zenger's friends thinking 
his council too weak upon fucb a dangerous 
emergency, and that he might be over-ruled by 
the Court,, had wrote to Mr Andrew Hamilton^ 
of Philadelphia, a very able, attorney^ and in- 
dependent of the Judges, and requefted his aflif- 
tanc'ein the trial ; when he moll readily appeared 
on the occafion, and diflinguiihed himfelf in a V€,ry 
remaikable manner. The attorney- general con- 
cluded his fpeech, in which he quoted many 
authorities, in the following words : *^ That he 
did not kno\v what could be faidin defence of a 
man that had fo notorioufly fcandalized the 
governor and principal raagiftrates and officers 
of the government, by charging them with de- 
priving the people of their rights and liberties, 
and taking away trials by juries, and in fhort, 
putting an end to the law itfelf. — If this was 
not a libel, he faid he did not know what was 
, one. Such perfons as will take tbofe liberties 
with governors and magiftrates, he thought 
ought to fuffer for ftirring up fedition and dif- 
ccntent among the people. And concluded by 
faying, that the government had been very 
much traduced and expofed by Mr Zenger, be. 

fore 
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fore he was taken notice of; that at lad it was 
the ^opinion of the governor and council, that be 
ought not to be fulSered to go on to difturb the 
peace of the government, by publifhing fuch li- 
bels againft the governor, and the chref perfons 
in the government ; And therefore they had 
direded this profecution, to put a (lop to this 
(candalous and wicked practice of libelling and 
defaming his Majefty's government^ and diflurh<» 
ing his Majcfty's peace/^' 

Mr Chambers then addrefled the jiiry, anim** 
adverting with great ftrength of reafon on Mr 
Attorney's defed of proof, That the papers in 
the information wfere falfe, malicious or Jcdt- 
iious, which was incumbent on him to prove to 
the j[.ury, and without which, they could not on 
their oaths fay tliat they were fo as charged. 

Mr Hamilton then opened, and offered ma- 
i^ (Irong arguments in defence of his client, in 
which he was often oppofed and contradi^ed by 
the attorney-general, as well as by the chief 
juftice, who attempted to oyer-awe him ; but 
inftead of fuccumbing, he defpifed their me- 
naces, and told them that he imagined they in* 
.tended to erevfl a ftar-chamber in America, 
which .would not be fubmitted to in that land 
pf freedom. He faid, " It was not furprizing 

to 
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to fee a fubjeft, upon his receiving a commiffioir 
from the King, to be a governor of a colony in 
America, immediate^ imagining himfeff to be 
lAvefted with aU the prerogatives belongmg to 
the facred perfon of his prihcer And which is 
more aftoniihing, to fee that a people can be to 
wild as to allow of, and acknowledge thofe pre- 
rogatives and exemptions, even to tbeiir own de* 
ftradtion f Is it fo hard a matter to diftingui/h 
between the majefty of our Sovereign, and the 
power of a governor of the plantations I Is not 
this making very free with our Prince, to apply 
that regard, obedience and allegiance to a fub- 
Jcfl, which is due only ta our Sovereign ? AikI 
yet in all the cafes which Mr Attorney has cit- 
ed, to fliew the duty and obedience we owe to 
the fupreme magiflrate, it is the King that is 
there meant and underftood, though Mr Attor- 
ney is pleafed to urge them a^ authorities to 
prove the heinoufnefs of Mr 2l^nger*s offence 
againft the governor of New York. The feveral 
plantations are compared to fo many large cor- 
porations, and perhaps not improperly ; and can 
any one give an inKance, that the mayor or 
head of a corporation ever put in a claim to 
the facred rights of Majefty ? Let us not (while 
we are pretending to pay a great regard to our 
Prince and his peace)- make bold to transfer 
that allegiance to a fuUjeft which wc owe to 

our 
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our King ooly. What ftrange doflrine is it, to 
prefs every thing for law here which is fo ia 
Esigland? 1 believe we ihould not think it a fa« 
vour, at prefent at leaft^ to eftabliih this prac- 
tice. In England fo great a regard and 'reve- 
rence is had to the judges, that if any naan 
ftrikes another in We(hnmfler*Hall, while the 
judges are (itti»g, he fliall lofe his right hand, 
and forfeit his land and goods for fo doing*. 

And though the judges here claim aA the pow* 
ers and authorities within this government that 
a court of ling's Bench has in Eogland, yet I 
believe Mr Attorney will fcarcely fay, that fucb 
a puiiifhmeiit could be legally inflifted on a man 
for committing fuch an offence, in the prefence 
of the judges fitting in any court within the pro* 
vincc of New- Yoik.** 

After long altercation on both fides, the Chief 
Juflicc told the jury. That they might find that . 
Zenger had printed and pubiiftied thefe papers 
(which was acknowledged), and leave it to the 
ccurt to >udge w hether tliey were libellous or 
not ; it being in the nature of a fpecial verdict, 
tliat the jury leave the matter of law to the 
CLurt. — Mr Hamilton be^an his^ fpeech thns : 

** I know the jury may do as you have direc- 
ted them J but 1 likewife know they xn^y do ' 

othcrwife. 



154 SUPPLEMENT, «c. 

otherwife. I know they havt the right, beyond 
all difpute, to determine both the law and the 
fifty acd where they do not doubt of the law, 
they ought to do f j. This of leaving it to the 
judgment of the court, whether the tuords are 
libellous or not, in effeft renders juries ufelefs 
(to fay no worfe} in many cafes ; but this I 
Iball have occafion to f|^ak to by and by ; and 
I will, with the court's leave, proceed to exa.^ 
mine tl>e ioconveniescies that mnft inevitably^ 
arife from the doftrises Mr Attorney has laid 
down ; and 1 obferve, in fupport of this prc£e« 
cution, he has frequently repeated the words 
taken from the cafe ^f Uhellus famofus, Coke 
infl. 3. '1 his Is indeed the leadbg; cafe, and to 
which almoft all other cafes uponjhe fubjecl cf li- 
bels do j-efer ; and I muft infift upon faying, 
that according as this cafe feems to be under- 
ftood by the coart and Mr Attorney, ii is not 
law at this day : For though I own it to be 
bafe and unworthy to fcandalize any man, yet I 
thiiik it is even villainous to fcandalize a perfoa 
of public character ; and I will go fo far into Mr 
Attorney's doftrinc as to agree, that if the 
faults, miftakes, nay, even the vices of fiich a 
perfon be private andperfonal, and don't afFecl 
the peace of the public, or the liberty or pro- 
perty of our neighbour, it is unmanly and un- 
mannerly to expofe them either by word or 

writing. 
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^wrictDg. But ivhfcn a niler 6f a people brings 
]hs perfonal failuig$, but tBUch more his vices^ 
ID to bis' ad miniR ration, and the people find them- 
ielves aiFeSed by. them, either in their liberties 
af properties, that will alter the cafe mightily, 
and all the high things that are faid in favour 
of rulers, and of dignities, and upon the ilde of 
power, will not be able to ftop people's mouths 
when they feel themfeWes opprefied, 1 mean in 
a free government. It is true, in times paft it 
was a crime to fpeak truth, and in that terrible 
court of Star-Chamber,,many worthy and brave 
men fuflfered for fo doing) and yet even in that 
court, and in thofe bad times, a great and good 
man durft fay, « what I hope will not be takeii 
amifs of me to fay ki this place, to wft, *' The 
practice of informations for libels is a fwqrd in 
the hands of a wicked king, and an arrand cow** 
ard, to cut down and deftroy the innocent ; the 
one cannot, becaufe of bis high ftation, and the 
other dares not, becaufe of his want of courage, 
revenge himfelf in another manner, 



^ff 



*' Mr Attorney, l^ray Mr Hamilton, have a 
care what you fay 5 don't go too far neither ; I 
don't like'thofe liberties. 

^^ MrHamlton. Sure, Mr Attorney^ you won't 
make any applications ^ all men agree that we 
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ire governed by the beft of kings, atfd I tftiAMt 
fte the wemaiagif Mr Attorney's canUdn : mj 
weH known princtplet, mnd the fyak I have ^ 
the Ueffings we enjoy under bis prefent Maje* 
ttff makes it hnpoffible for me to err, and, I 
hope, even to be fufpeAed^io that point cff daty 
to mj IBng. Majr it pldfe yonr hMbur, I vria 
hjingf that notwiihftiAdtng -all the ^iity and 
vev^rtnce claimed l>]r Mt 'Attorney t6 ihen iff 
aathority, diey itoiiiot fekemptfirctoi obferving; 
the roles of common jiiftioe, either in their pri- 
Tate or public capaddei $ tbe laws of bur mo-* 
tber country know no exemption. It is true, 
men in power are harder -to be come at for' 
wrongs they do, eitlier to a private per fon, or 
to the public, efpecially a governor in the plan-' 
tations, where they infift upon an exemption 
from anfwering complaints of any kind in their 
own government. We are indeed told, and it 
is truie, they are obliged to aofwer a iuit inthe 
King's courts at Weftminfter, for a wrong done 
to any perfon here : But do we not know how 
impra&icable this is to mod men among us, to 
leave their families (who depend upon their la- 
bour and care for their livelihood), and carry 
evidences to Britahi ; and at a great, hay, a 
far greater expcnce than aloaoft any of us are 
aMc to bear, only to profecute a governor for 
an iryury done here ? But when the oppreflloa 

is 
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is general^ there is no remedy even that way ; 
no, our conftitution has (blefTed be God !} given 
us an opportunity, if not to have fuch wrongs 
redrefled, yet, by our prudence and refolution, 
we may in a great meafure prevent the com* 
mitting of fuch ykoxigs, by making a governor 
&n(ible that it is his intereft to be juft to thofe 
under his care : for fuch is the fenfe that men in 
general (I mean freemen) have of common ja« 
Aice^ that when they come to know that ai 
chief magnate abufcs the power with which he 
is intruded for the good of the people, and is at- 
tempting to turn ths^t very power againft the 
innocent, whether of tugh or \o^ degrecf,-»I{ay 
mankind in general feldom fail to interpofe^ and, 
as far as they can, prevent the ndeflruOion of 
their fellow^fQisjefts. And has it not ofteck been 
feen (and I hope it will always be feen), that 
when the reprcfcntatives of a free peofdeare, by 
juft reprefcntations pr remonftrances, made fen- 
fible of the fufPerings of their feUow-fubjedts, by 
the abufe of j>ower in the hands of a govemdr^ 
have declared (and loudly top), that they H^ere 
not obliged by any law to fupport a goverhor 
who goes about to-deftroy a pro^ce or colony^ 
OF their privileges, wluch by his Majcfty he was 
appointed, and by the law he is bouud^ to pro- 
tc& and entourage. But I pray it may be con- 
fidered, of what vSc is this mighty privilege if 
Vol, IIL O every 
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cveiy man diittlUien muft be fflent? And IF a 
flan moil be fokeri up as a Bbeller, for cdikig 
UtfuSfriDg^ tohisti^hboiir? I kiuiWitinay 
te'«nlWler«d; HaVe ydu iiot a le^atun^rHavc 
yotf iiot a lidiife of rcp rcf cntafives to lirlibtn yoa 
may ti6ii4>Ia]fli i Abd' to thb I'anfwo^, we have. 
Bot what then 1^ Is an dSemblv to be trdubled 
widi'ievery iiytny done by a goveriRir ? Or are' 
tbey to bear-of nothuiqg; hot wfaatihofe in ad^- 
ininilfration wiSpl^etb tell tiieai*> '&t wfaar 
SmifWtrhi'tAnIt a man'hai^ ? and how is he 
to^belnttietlied • elpedaliy If the cale ^ere> ^ 
I baTttifknown-ltito faappcnci hi Atnerica in my 
tpak^, tliat:^^ l^imkilbi'^ w Itas j^Uces (T will 
sfot fay p^fidns, for I'fa^eVe iJiey feld^m ^ve 
that td' jODOtber 'W'hUh they can take to them- 
felves) td foeftDw^%nAi:an or wiQ keep the fariie 
aflembly Rafter he has inoddled them'fo as to 
£et a n^ority of the houfe in his interefl) for 
near twice feven fe^xti together ? I pray, ^4•hat 
icdrefe IS to be expe^ed for ah honeft ntan^ 
who sijdfies bis coinplatnt againlt at^vemor, to 
ati'jffijlM&bljr-who mify {)roper]y enough be faid 
to1>e ttUcke by^ieTanie govtrhoi' againft whom 
the complamt is made? The thing anfwers il- 
^If. No, it is naturil, it is a privilege,—! will 
*^ farther, it is a right which all freemen- 
^Alixn, and aire intitled to complain when they 

are hurt ; th^y have a right ptiblidy to remon- 

ftfate 
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ilrate againil the abufcs of power in the Arongeft 

terms, to put their neighbours upon, their 

guard againft the craft or open violence of men 

in authority, and to aflert with courage the; 

feale they have of the hleiliags of Uberty, the 

value they put upon it, and their refolutioa a( 

all hazards to preferve it, as one of the greatefl: 

blefiings Heaven can beftow. And when a. 

houfe of ailembly compofed of hoiieil freemen^ 

Tees the general bent of the people's inclinations; 

Such perfons mult and will (I'm fure thdy* 

ought to) weigh with the legiflature, in fpite of* 

all the craft, carefTmg, and cajoling, made ufe 

of by a governor, to divert them froix}. heark-' 

ening to the voice of their. coi;intry. ' \k$ we 'aU- 

very well underftand. the true reafon, why gen«^ 

tlemen take fo much pains, and make fuch great 

intereft to be appointed governors, fo the dc*^ 

fign of their appointment is no lefs manifeft. 

We know his Majefty's gracilis intentbns to 

his fubjedb; he defires no more than that his 

people in the plantadons fhou^ be kept op tu : 

theiv duty and allegiance to the crown df 6rea< 

Briuin, that peace may be prefer ved amon^ 

them, and juftice impartially ad^inidered ; that 

we nKiy be governed fo as to render us uf^fal 

to our mother^couatry, by encouraging us to 

make and raife fuch commodities as may be* 

ufeful to Great Britahi. But wUl any one fay,^ 

O z that 
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diat al]| or any of tbefe good ends are to be 
cffeded by a governor's fetting hts people to- 
gether by the etrs^ and by the affiftance of one 
part of the peopte tb plague and plunder the 
other .^ The commiflion which governors Isear, 
while they execute the powers given them^ ae« 
cordfDg to the intent of the royal granter, ex- 
preffed in their commiffions, requires and de- 
£rrves very great reverence and ftibmtfiion ; but 
when a governor departs from the duty enjoin- 
ed him by bis Sovereigni and afts as if he was 
k£s accountable than the royat hand that gave 
hioi all that power and honour ^hich he is pof* 
(efled of; this (tH people tipon examining and* 
inquiring, into the power, authority, and duty 
of fucji a magiflrate^ and to compare thofe 
with his condu&, and juft as far as they find he 
exceeds the bounds of his authority, or falls 
fliort in doing impartial juftice to the people 
under his admioiftration, fo far they very often^ 
ia return, come ihort in their duty to fuch a 
governor. For power alone will not make a 
iBan beloved; and .1. have heard it obierved, 
That the man who was neither good nor wife 
before his being made a governor, never men^ 
ed upon his preferment, but has been generally 
cbferved to be worfe : Tor men who arc not 
endued with wifdom and virtue can only be 
kept in bouods by the law ;: and by how much 

the 
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tfie farther tKey think themfelves out of tho 
peach of the law^ by fo^much the ^lore wicked « 
andaruelmen are; h wifb thepe were iio*iiii 
ftances of the: kind at this ihiy. And wherew 
ever this happens to be the ca(b of a governor,* 
unhappy are^the peoplife unrderhis adminiftratioir, . 
and^ in the end, be witl find himfelf fo too; for 
rfie people wilt neither love him nor fupporti: 
Huui 

■ * • ^ 

r make no douBt b^jtr there arc thoCb- 
here- w4io are^ zeal^ulty concernedfcir the fuc- - 
cefs of « this proiecution'; and yet I hope they arc; 
not rarany^* and even fbme of thofe; I am per- 
ftiad^d (whenrthtey confidcr what lengths ftich* 
profccutionrs' may; be carried/ and how ddcplyj 
the liberties of the peopfe -may be affected by 
ftich means) y wiirnot all' aWd^ by. their prefcnt 
ffentimcnts: I'fiy^ No t all ; for the man whb^; 
ftom an* intimacy and 'acquaihcance with a go-^ 
▼emor, has conceived - a pcrfonar regard for 
hiflar^ the^man.who has fdt none of thedrokea* 

r 

ofift>pDwer> the tnaYr 'wKobelicufes that a go- 
vernorrhas a regard for him,; and' confides iixv 
Mm,**— it is natural for fdch men tp wifli.well to» 
the affiurs'ofTucha governor ; and gs-they may 
Ue'men of hoodar and generofity, muf^^ and no.' 
doc^t will, wifh^him fucccfs ; fo far as^ the 
rights and priyilegcs of their fellow-citizens arc - 
ilot:affcflcd. But as men of honour, lean ap-- 



pniii«iid.ootliiQg from ijtieii ; thcjr wiUjieTCr 
Hmed thm poku There are othcn whe^are 
9ildM ftreogn ^ligation^ ad tIio(e«re>fiMdi 
•fciyefiaiioaie Cont ec^gs^gedm fupport.of aigo* 
vt^ipcpr's caq(ej by 4i^ o«ii% or thm fidbtkmr 
dependencci op, bis^ £«r<m4n^ fomejii^.fii^pm. 
fenncQt; Aicl^,.j|9a )iav« wbA it moiaicaily 
caUed d^ eildigr^toik to laflHmf;* dii^ IIIp 
clinatioosy and oblige them to go his leng^hlu 
I know men's interefta are very dear to ihcm, 
md th^jf mM,49 n^tt*> . w*P' c#» IWfff* the 

f«ine tme; ^^IcaQ with vorx Jufl; gr^imb 
hope, eyen from thoTe ipeii^. whfiPk I wig (qpr 
{Nie to be meQ of lii^iip^ui: aod.CMgdEsMi^ 
that when they fee the ^iberty q£ thdr cqiBjifiy 
J8 .in dauAger, eith^ bjr th^ eancarfetife, o| 
even by their fileoce, thqf wiB^ like Eogj^Oi* 
mcn^ smd like themfclvesj^ freely, make ^ £acrK 
4ice of any prefermept or favour rather ths^i be 
acceflary to deftroying . the Sbiirtiei! of, ||mr 
country; and entailing Ilayery ^ofpn tl)eiriP9Aet 
rity . There ai^ indeed ^P]th¥^ fc^ of, n^^i, pf 
ivbom I have no hopes, I mean^fuch whgt j|^ 
afide all other confiderations, and spe rea(if to 
^oin in^ich power in any fliape^ and with mg 
anan, or fort of men, by whofe me^ns qr-.iate* 
reil they may be aflUted to gratify their ipalicQ 
and envy agamft thole whom they have bees) 
pif afcd to hate ; and that for no other reafon 

but 
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but becaufe zbey ace mai of abilities and mtOL 
ffitf, or at Icaft are pofiefied of fome vduable 
tfoilides Ikr fuperior to their own* But aa en* 
wf id thmTm of tbe dev3| and therefore very 
luu-d^ if istall, to be repented of, I will-beli^ir« 
dMTC avi but fewof this deieftabfe and wenlw 
left Ibti of men, oor will thtir ojnnions er in- 
^bavie any 'influence upon this trial. 



- Bat t# proceed i I beg foairr to kifift, That 

the cighc of. oompiaining or remonfira ting is Mm* 

rd^ and the reftiaint upon this natural right 

is the bw» only, and that thoft reftraints can on- 

Yy extend to whatisfaUe : For as it is truth a- 

lone wblcd €an^>es0afe> or jaXkWy aay man for 

comphdnmg of a bad adminiftrarion, I as frank« 

ly agree, ' that nbthhig ought to estcuie a man 

who raifesafalfe charge or accuiation, even 

againft a pt ivate perfon, and that no manner 

of allowance ought to be flsade- to him who 

does (6 againft a pobHe magiArate. Troth 

eogbt to govern tht whole a&ir of libels, am} 

yHi nfte' pariy^ ^Mtttfird run^ rift ^loug^ even 

A$m^, for if he. fads of proving every tittle t>if 

what, he has wrote, and to the fatisfadion of 

%he court and jury too^ he may^find to his coft, 

dMC When the profecution b fet on foot hymen 

in^. |M>w6y/ irfcldom wants friends to favour it. 

And from theiKe (it is faid) lus^ifen the great 

dtverfity of opinions among judges, about what 
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wofdiwere,: or^ycreoot foHidricms or libdftmii 
IMlievek Willi be graofeed,. dut there > no 
gwater onoertaiiitjp; m any p«rt of ^ Im' 
tihu itoot wonk vt flswdal^ k..iMloUl .be 
mMprindihe of;dMft;amctftdine*tcrinfloAnLthie^ 
oife»r thqr.ttq|'lKb£udita*fae\nniDUflriefirf'j^ 
therefore die ntnieft care oa|^t to be taken iil^ 
fi>Uowii|g'prdceriettta;: And die dmea.when di^ 
jndgmentf- were given, whkh; ace qMoted for 
andiDiitte inidie .<afe:ef:libeli^' ai8nBnefa*Co';be 
tngprded... IidiiDkik: wifl.be:aipoed^ thatevcb 
Qap^ die dme of die.'ilinNGhaiBbeeyi mr&eie ,diei 
lBaft^ arfaitracf and deftraffive jfkfpnents* andii 
ofHokmt were g^ven diat erer an EngPflnnanr. 
heard f>fj. at leaftcjn-Jut^wO'jcountry^v^ ikf^. 
profecutionsibr lijJ^Ut.fiocQ the.dine of^that ar-^ 
bitrary €0i9Ct|. aadiindlthef^ieul}reveItt«onji 
have g^raUy.beep fct.onieot^attthe mftante 
of the. crown, or'its^mioifiers ; andit^soio fmalLl 
reproach to. the laWyi that thefe profecononW. 
weretoo often,|.aad co^qMich coHnfifBoattced-by> 
the judgjBs, whp beldrd^Bir fif^ctgiSLtfl^afwx (^^ 
difagreeable^tenuKe tarany.o^er^-bHi; a-dangr<« 
CDUs. one in xhf ca£e,o{aijudge%)^ 'X^.iay mof^.- 
to this pomt^ tnay.iiet.be p^per. And yet 14 
cannot think it unwarrantable, to (hew tlieuoH- 
happy injBuencc that a. Sovereign has fometiiiefts 
had, not only' upon the ji^dges^ but even ^BP""'^ 
parliaments, themfelves* , 
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It has already been fliewn^ how the judges 
differed in their opinions ibout the nature of 
a libel, in the cafe of the feven biQiops. There 
you fee three judges of one opinion, diat is, of a 
wrong opinion, in the judgment of the beft men 
in England, and one judge ef a right opinion. 
How unhappy might it hav6 been for all of us at 
this day, if that jury had underftood the words 
in that information as the court did ? Or if they 
had left it to the court to judge whether the 
petition of the bifhops was, or was not a libel r 
No; they took upon them, to their immortal 
honour, to determine both law and fnQ, and ta 
underftand the petition ^of thet)iihops to be no 
libel, that is, to contain no falfehood nor fedik 
tion, and therefore -found them not guSty.^ 
And remarkable is the cafe of Sir Samuel Bar*. 
nardifton, who was fined 10,000 1. for writing a 
letter, m which, it may be faid, non^ faw any 
fcandal or falfehood but the court and jury ; for 
that judgment was afterwards looked upon as a 
cruel and deteftable judgment, and therefore 
was reverfed by parliament* Many more in- 
ftaoces might be given of the complaifance of 
court judges about thofe times and before ; but 
I will mentbn only one cafe more, and that is^ 
the cafe of Sir £dward Hales, who, though, a 
Roman Catholic^ was by King James IL pce- 
fecred to be a colonel of his. army, notwJthw 

ftanding. 



i66 8 U r P L £ M £ N T> Stc. 

ftancEDg thiB flatnte of 25 Cha« II. oqn a* by- 
wiiidi k is proridod,.- That eveiy piie that ai> 
cepts 49f an office^ civil or military, &c.'£balt 
taktf die oatht, fubficribe the declaratiei?, and 
take the lacrament, within Aree immdii^ &€. 
odierwife he if difabled to bold fiich office, and 
the grant for the fame to be noU and void, and 
the party to forfeit 500!. Sir Edwardf Halea^ 
Jid Jiot take the oatht or (acrament, and was 
profecuted for the 500I.. for< exerdfing the of* 
Sec of cdooel for the fpace of three months^ 
without conformiog at lit the aft. ii dire&ed. 
Sr Edward pleads. That the lUng^ by his lee 
tens patent, Hi diiptefe wi.tb Us tsim^Mke. 
oaths and facrament, and fiibfcribing the deda*. 
ration, and had pardoned the forfeiwe of 500 i* 
So, whedier the King's diipenfation was good 
againft the faid ad of parliament? was the 
queftion. I ihall mention no more of this cafe> 
than to fhew, how in the reiga of an arlutrary 
prince, where Judges hoMf their feats at plea» 
fure^ their deteramauons have not alw^s been 
fuch as to make precedents of, but the contrary ; 
and fo it happened in this cafe, whm it was 
folemnly judged. That, norwithftamfing this aft 
of parliament/ made ia the flroDgeii: terms,* 
&p prcfervation of the Proteftant reli^n,. 
yet the King had, by his royal prerogative, a' 
power to difpenfe with.>that law ; and 4Sir £d« 

ward 
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ward Hales was acquitted by the judges accor« 
dingly. So the King's difpenlmg power^ being 
by the judges fet up above the ad of parlia* 
inent^ this law, which the people looked upon 
as their chief fecurity againft Popery and arbi* 
trary power, was, by. this judgment, rendered 
altogether ineffeAual. But thb judgment if 
fufEciently expofed by Sir Edward Atkins, late 
one of the judges of the court of common pleas. 
In his Inquiry into the King's Power of difpen- 
fing with Penal Statutes, where it is fhewn who 
it was that firft invented difpetifations ; how 
they came into England ; what ill ufe has been 
made of them there ; and all thia principally ow- 
ing to the countenance ghren them by the jud* 
ges. He fays of the difpendng power. The 
Pope was the inventfar of it • our kings have 
borrowed it from them ; and the judges have, 
from time to time, Tiuried aad drefled it up^ and 
given it countenance ; and it is ftill upon the 
growth, and encroaching, till it has almoft fub- 
verted all law, and made the regal power abfo- 
lute, if net difiblute. This feems not only to 
ihew how far judges have been influenced by 
powers and how little cafes of this fort, where 
the prerogative has been in quelHon in^former 
reigns, are to be relied upon fot law; But I 
think it plainly ihews too, that a nan may ufe a 
greatci* freedom^ with the power' of' hil Sove- 

reigl 
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re%B amd die jadges in Great Brittiiii than- it 
feems he may wuh the pcorer of a goveraer iti 
the plaBtatkmSy who is but a feUow^liibgeA. 
Are thoTe words with wluch we are charged 
like tfaefe? Do Mr Zenger's papers contaiti 
any fach freedoms with his goremor, or his 
coancD, as Sir Edward Atkins has taken with 
the regal power^ and the judges m England? 
iUid yet I never heard of any informafiiisi 
brought againft him for thefe freedoms. . . 

If, then, ppen the whole, there is fo great 
an nnc^tuntyanipng judges (leanied and great 
men) b matters of this land: If power has had 
fo great an influence on Judges, how cautious 
ought we to be in determining by their judg-t 
moits, efpedally in the plantations, and in the 
cafe of libels ? There b herefy in law, as well 
as in religion, and both have changed very 
much ; and we well know, : that U is not twp 
centuries ago, diat a man would have been 
burnt as an heretic for owning fuch opinions 
in matters of religion as are publicly wrote and 
printed at this day. *»They were fallible men, 
it feenis, and we take the liberty not only to 
differ from them m relig^s opinions, but te^ 
condemn them and their opinions too ; and I 
mud prefume, that in taking thefe freedoms in 
thinking and fpeaking about 'matters of faith or 

religion. 
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religion, we -arc in tbcriglrt : For, though it 15- 

faid there arc very great liberties of this kind 

taken in New-York, yet I have heafd-of no in- 

formation preferred by Mr Attorney for any 

offences of thb-fort^ :From which I think it is 

pretty clear, that in New- York a man may 

make very fr^e with his God, but he muft take 

fpecjal care what he fays of his governor. It 

is agreed upon l?y all men that this is a reign 

of liberty, and while men keep within the 

bounds 6f truth, I hope ihey may with fefcty, 

^both fpeak and write their fentiments of the 

'Condudl of men in power : I mean of that part 

of their conduft only which aflFe^ the liberty 

?or property of the people under their admini- 

ftration; were this to be denied, then the next 

ftcp may mAe them flaves. For what motions, 

-can be entertained of flavtry, beyond that of 

fwffering the greateft in}uries and oppreffionSj 

without the liberty of complabing; or if they 

do,to be deftrpycd, body and eftat^, for fodo- 

It is fsttd and infiftcd on by Mr Attorney, 
That government is a facrcd thing. ; that it is 
to be fupported and reverenced ; it is 'govern- 
ment diat^prioteas Our perTons and eftates; that 
prevents treafons, murders^ robberies, plots, 
and all the train of evils that overturn king- 

Vol. in. if doms 
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doms and ftates^ and ruin particular p«r(bn$; 
and if thofe in the adininiflration, efpedaHy the- 
faprerae niagiftrate, muft have their- conduft 
cen Aired by priyate men, government csinnot 
fubfift.* This is called a licentioufneis not to be 

' tolerated. It is faid^ That it brings the rulers 
of the people into contempt, and their authori- 
ty not no be regarded, and fo, m the etid, the 
laws cannot be put in execution. Thefe, I fay, 

' and' fuch as thefe, are the general topics ^infift- 
ed upon by men in power, and their advocates. 
But I y^ iih it might be confidered a^ the fame 
time, how ofteti it has happened, that the a- 
bufe of power has been the primary catife of 
thefe evils, and that it wastke injuiHce and 
opprefEon of thefe great men which have com- 
monly brought therfi into contempt with the 
people. The craft and art of fnch men are 
great; and who, that is the leaft acquainted 
with hiflory or law, ^an be ignoraftt of thefpe- 
ciotls pretences which hive often been made 
ufe of by men in power^ to introduce arbitrary- 
rule, and deftroy the Ubcrsties of a free people. 
1 will give two inftances;'and as they are 'au- 
thorities not to be denied, nor can be mifuader« 
fiood, I prefurac they will be fuiBcicnt. 

The firft is the ftatute of 3d'of Henty VII. 
Cap. I. The preamble of the ftatute witt 

prove 
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prove all, and more than I have alledged. It 
begins, '* The King our Sovereign Lord re- 
niembereth how by unlawful maintenances, 
giving of liveries, figns and tokens, &c. un* 
true demeanings of (heriffs in making of pan- 
nels, and other untrue returns;^ by taking of 
money, by injuries, by great riot, and unlaw- 
ful affemblies, the policy and good rule of this 
realm is aknoll fubdued;. and for the not pu- 
nifliing thcfe inconveniencies, and by occaliqii 
of the preniHres,. little * r nothing may v^be 
found by inquiry, &x. to the increafe of mur- 
ders, &c. and uniureties cf all n>en living, ai\ct 
lofTes of their lands and goods.'' Here is a fine 
and fpecious pretence for introducing the re- 
medy, as it is called, which is provided by this 
a£t;. that is, iuftead of being lawfully accufetl 
by twenty- four good and lawful men of thtr 
neighbcurhocd, and afterwards tried by twelve 
alike lawful men, here is a power given to the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Treafurer, the keeper 
of the King's privy feal, or two of them, cal- 
ling to them a bilhop, a temporal lord, and 
other great men mentioned in the a£l, (who, it 
is to be obferved, were all to be dependants on 
the court), to receive information ogainft any 
perfon for any of the mifbehaviours recited in 
that ad, and by ihe!r difcretion to examine, 
ami to punifii them according to their de- 
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The fecmid ftatate I propofe to mencfefi* is- 
the rttb of the fame King, cap. 3.' ^ pre» 
amble of whieh aft has the Kke f;dr preietices 
■a the former; ** for the K?og, caMifig taUs re- 
membrance tlie good kw8 made againftllie |{e- 
ceiving of liveriet, &t\ unkwful eKtortloua, 
maiotenanceS;^ embracery,. &c« unlawful games^ t 
Arc. and* many other great enoraudes and of- 
fencea^ committed agatnft many good" ftatutet, 
to the difpleafure of Almighty Godj which, tbe 
aA faysy conld not, nor yet oan, be convenient- 
ly puiiiihed by the due order cf the law, ex* 
cept it were firft found- by twelve men, &c. 
which, for tbe cauTea aforefaid, wiU not find, 
nor yet prcfcnt the truth. And therefore the 
fame ftatute direfts, That the juftices of aflJze, 
&nd juflices of the peace^ dial!, upon informa- 
tion for tbe King before them made, have full 
power, by their difcrction, to hear and deter- 
mine all fuch offences/' Here are two fiatutes 
that are allowed to have given the deepeft 
wound to the liberties of the people of Eng- 
land of any that I remember to have been 
made, unlef^ it may be faid, that the ftatute 
made in the fime of Henry VIII. by which Bis 
proclamations were to have the efifeft of laws^ 
might in its confequence be worft. And yet 
we fee the plaufible pretences found out by the 
great men to procure thefe afts. And it may 

Juftljr 
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piRly be faid. That by thofe pretences the peo- 
ple of England were cheated or avvedinco the de- 
livering up their antient and facred right of* 
trials by grand and petil juries^ I hope to be 
excufed for this expreffion, feeing my Lord 
Coke calls it an^unjoft and (Irange adty that tend* 
ed in its execution to the great difpleafure ofc 
Almighty God^ and the utter fubverfion of tha 
cx>mmoa law*-** 

Tfere> I ' think, make out what I aHedg€»Iy. 
anc| are flagrant inftances of the mfluence of 
men in power, evcn^ipon the reprefentatives of 
at whole kingdom^* From alFwhich,' I* hope it- 
-will be. agreedj, that it is a duty which all good: 
men owe to their country^ to.guard againft the. 
unhappy influence of ilf men when intruded 
with power^ and eipecially againftUfaeir crea« 
tures anddependants> wbo^ a»they are general* 
Ij^more neceffitous, are furely more tovetous 
and, cruel. But it is worthy of * obfervation, 
that though the fpjritofjiberty was borne down 
and oppreiled in £ng^nd at that time, yet -it 
was not loft ; for the parliament laid holdof the 
firft opportunity to free the fubji^dl from thoi 
many infuiferable oppreflions and outrages com« 
mittedupon their per fons and eftates under xrolouiv 
of diefe a£is,,the laft of which being deemed the 

P 3 - moft. 
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moft grievous, ws» repealed' m the fir ft year of 
Henry Vllf.^ Thoegbitis to4>eob(emdl,duie 
Henry VII. and his crealores reaped fiidi£rea^ 
advantages by their grievous oppreflioas and eK» 
atlKMiSy grinding the faces of the poorfabjei5b>. 
as my Lord Coke fays, under colbiuofthiaibtiite,, 
by mforroatioa only^ that a repeal of thia aft: 
could never be obtaioftd'dusing the life of that 
priote. The other ftatute being jthefavourite: 
law. for fupporting. arbitraiy power, was conti- 
noed much longer. The execution of kilraa; 
by the great men of the realm-; and how theyi 
executed it, the fenTe of the kingdooi> exprefiisd) 
ID the x^th of Charles K wlUbeft declare. lui 
that ftatute Magna Charia-j andxheotfaor ftatutea^ 
made in the time of Edwardlll. which,, ,1 cbinJc^. 
are no lefs than five, are pardcuhrly eaumerated^' 
as a£ls by wIuchtheUberdesandiprivQegesof the^ 
people of England werefecured to them, againftj 
filch oppreffive courts as the StdirChaiiiber, inAi 
others of the likejtirifdidiott» Axid the reafoit: 
dfligned for their palling "down the StarCham*^ 
ber is. That the proceedings, cenfures and'de^ 
erees of the court of Star Chamber^ even tho' 
the great men of the realm, nay, smd a.bi(bop 
too (a holy man}, were judges, had by experiencer 
been found to be an intolerable burden^On the 
fijbjeft^and the.mean» ©f introJuctog an arlutr» 
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jcy power and governnient : And therefore 
that court was takei^away, with all the other 
«ourt;i& in that Itatute mentioned, having Uke jtu- 
rifduStion.. 

I don't mention tliis ftatote, as if by the tak*- 
mg away the court of Star Chamber^ the remedy 
for many of* the abufes or o£Fences cenfured 
tfaere^ was likewife taken away $ no, I only in- 
t^end.by it to (hew^jhat the people of England 
faw clearly the danger of trufting their liberties 
and properties to be tried, even by the greateft* 
men in the kingdom^ without the judgment of> 
a jury of thdr equals* They had felt the terri- 
ble effects of leaving it to the judgment of thefe 
great men to fay what was fcandalous and fedU 
tious^ falfe or ironicaU And if the parliament of. 
England thought this power of judging was^ too= 
great to be trufted with men of the firft rank iir. 
the kingdom^ without the aid^of a jury, how fa* 
ti^'A foever their charafters might be, and there- 
fore reftored to the people their original right ofi 
trial by jiXries/ I hope to be excufed for inflft^ 
kig, that by the judgmenrof a parliament, from 
whence no appeal lies, the jnry arc the proper 
judges, of what is falfe at leaft, if not of what 
is fcandalous and feditious. This is an authority 
Bot to be denied ; it is as plain as it is great, and 
ty fay tb^t this^ z& indeed did reflore. to the 

people 
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people triah by juries, which was not the prao 

rice of the Star Chamber^ but that did not give 

fiit jurors any new authority^ or any right t» 

try matters of law, I fay this objec1ioB> will not 

avail ; for I muft infift, that where matter of 

law is complicated:^ with matter of £adV> the jury 

have a right to determine both. As for in* 

fiance, upon ii^ifbment.^ for murder, the jury 

may, and almoft conftantly do, take upon them 

to judge whether the evidence will amount to 

murder or maoflaughter, and find accordingly^. 

and I muft fay, 1 cannot fee why, in. our ca(e^ 

the jury have not at leaft^ as- good a right to fay^ 

whether our news^papers are a libel or no li* 

bel, as another jury has to fay,, whether killing 

of a man is murder or manflanghter^ The 

jaght of the j^ry to find fucb a verdiftas they 

in their confcience do think is agreeable to their 

evidence, is* fupported bjr. the authority .of • 

Bufhel's cafe^ in Vaughan'^ ^P^rts, page 135^ 

beyond any doubt. For,, in the argument.or 

that cafe, the chief juftice, who delivered the. : 

opinion of. the coivt> lay^ it down for/ law, that 

in all general ifllies, as upon inn cul. in trefpai^, 

non torU nuL dijfeizin. in.aiTize, &c. though it 

&t matter of law, whether the. defendant is a 

trefpafl!sr,.a diflei7er, &€• in the particular cafea^ 

in iffue, yet the jiury find not (^s in a fpecial 

vcrdid) the faft of every calc, leaving the. law 

ta 
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lo» the court ; but find for the plaintiff or defen* 
dant upon the ifliie to be tried, wherein they re- 
iolvc both law and fad complexly. It appears 
by the fanie cafe, that though the difcreet and 
lawful affiiiance of the yxxSge, by way of advice 
to the jury, may be ufeful, yet that advice or di« 
redion ought always to be upon fuppofition, and 
not pofitive, or upon coercion. The reafoo 
' given in the fame book is, becaufe the judge 
(as judge) cannot kqow what the evidence i& 
which the jury have, that is, be can only know 
the evidence given la court ; but the evidence 
which the jury have may be of their own know* 
ledge, as they are returned from the neighbour- 
hood. - They may alfo know from their own 
knowledge, that what isfworn in court isnot true; 
and they may know the witnefles deferve to be 
ftigmatized, to which the court may be flrangers* 
But what is for my purpofe is, that fuppofe 
the court did really know aH the evidence v/hich 
the jury know, yet in tbiit cafe it is agreed, 
that the judge and jury may differ in the refuk 
of this evidence as well as two judges may,, 
which often happens* And in page 148. the 
judge fubjoms the reafon, why it is no crime for 
a jury to differ in opinien from the court, where 
he fays. That a man cannot fee with another's 
eye, nor hear by another^s ear ; no more can 9 
maoL conclnde or infes any thing by another's. 

under-^ 
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under (landing or reafoning. From ^11 which,.! 
kififtit is vci'Y plain, that the jury are by law 
at liberty (without any affront to the judgment 
of the court) to find both the law and the ia^, 
in our cafe, as they did hi the cafe I am fpeaking 
of, which I will beg leave juft to mention, and 
it was this: Meffrs Pcniv and Klead being 
quakers, and having met in a peaceable man- 
ner, after being fhut out of theii* n^eting-houfe, 
preached in GraceXhurcli- Street in London 
to the people of theic own perfuafion, and for 
this they were indicled ; and it^was faid. That 
they, with other perfonf?, to the number of 300, 
unlawfully and tumultuoufly affembled, to the 
diilurbance of the peate, &c. To which they 
pleaded, Not Guilty. And the petit jury being 
fworn to try the ifliie between the King and the 
prifoners> that is, whetlier they were guilty 
according to ihe form cf the indiclment ? Here 
there was no difpute but they were affembled 
together to the number mentioned in the indicfl- 
ment; but. Whether that meeting together 
was riotoufly, tumultuoufly, and to the dlftur- 
bance of the peace > was the queftion. And 
the court told the jury it was, and ordered the 
jury to find it fo : For (faid the court) the 
meeting was the matter of faft, and that is coo- 
feffed ; and we tell you it is milawful, for it is 
againd the ftatute ^ and the meeting being un* 

UwfoV 
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lawfol, it follows of courfc that it was tamultu- 
CQS^ and to the diftui bance of the peace. But 
'the jury did not think fit to take the court's 
word for it ; for tbcy could neither find riot, tu- 
mult, or any thing tending to the breach of the 
-peace committed at that meeting ; and they ac- 
^qoitted MeiTrs Penn and Mead. In doing of 
which they took upon^ them to judge both 
the law and the faA^ at which the court (being 
-tbemfelves true courtiers) was fo much offend- 
cd, that they fined the jury 40 merks a-piecc, 
and committed them till paid. But Mr Bufhel, 
who valued the right of a jury-man and the li- 
berty of his country more than his own, refuled 
to pay the fine, and wais refolved (though at a. 
^eat expcnce and trouble too) to bring, and 
did bring, his habeas corpus to be relieved from 
his fine and imprifonment, and he was releafed 
4icording1y ; and this being the judgment in his 
-cafe, it is eftabliflied for law. That the judges, 
how great foever tliey may be, liave no right to 
fiqe, imprifon, or punlfh a jury, for not finding a 
verdia according to the direction of the court. 
And .this I hope is fafiicient to prove, that jury- 
inen are to fee with their own eyes, to hear 
with thieir own ears, and to make ufe of their 
own confciences and underllaodings, in jud^ng 
of the lives, liberties or eflates of their fellow- 
iiibjeds* And f o^ I hart done with this poin t . 
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This it the fccond mforinaicbn for libelHtag of a 
governor that I have known in Americt. As to 
the firf^, though it may look like a romance^ yet 
as it istruey I will beg leave tomentkm k. Go* 
vemor Nicholfon, who happened to be ol^Hided 
with one of hn clergy, met Mm one diy upon 
the road, and, as was ufnd with him (onder the 
proteAioB of his commaflion)f uGnI the pmr par* 
fon with the worft of language, Areateoed to: 
cut off his ears, flit hb nofe, and at laft to ihoot 
him thfsongh the head. The parfon being a 
leverend man, continued all this time uncovered . 
in the heat of the fiin, until he fooncl aa op*- 
pommity to fly for it ; and comiag to a vdgb- 
bour*s houfe; fek himfelf very 31 of a fever, and 
immediately writes for a dodor; and that his 
phyfician might the better judge of his diflem* 
per, he acquainted him' with tfae.ufage he had 
received; concluding that the governor was cer- 
utnly mad^ for that no man in his fenfes would 
have behaved in that manner. The dodor ur. 
happily fhows the parfen'« letter ; the gover- 
nor came to hear <tf It :; and fo an informadoa 
was preferred apinft the poor man for faying. 
He believed the governor was mad 5 and 'it was 
laid in the information to be fadfe, ftnndalotis 
and wicked, and wrote with hitent to move fe. 
dition among the people, 4nd bring his Excellen- 
cy into content. But by an order from the 

late 
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iate Queen Anne^ there was a ftop put to thak 
-profecution, with fundry others fet on foot by 
the fame governor, againft gentlemen of the 
greateft worth and honour in that govern- 
ment. 

If a libel is underftood in the large and unli- 
mited fenfe urged by Mr Attorney, there is 
iirarce a wi'iting I know that may not be called 
a libe], or fcaree any perfon fafe ^om being cal- 
led to account as a Ifbeller : For Mofes, meek 
as he was, HbeHed Cain ; and who is it that has 
not libelled the devil ? For according to Mr At- 
torney, it is no juftification to fay one has a bad 
name. Echard has libelled our good King Wilr 
liam ; Burnet has libelled, among many others, 
King Charles and King James ; and Rapin has li- 
belled them alt. How muff a man fpeak or 
write ? or what muft he hear, read, or fing ? or 
wlien muft he laugh, fo as to be fecure from 
being taken up as a libeller ? I iincerely believe, 
that were fome perfons to go through the ftreeti 
of New York now-a> days, and read a part of the 
Bible, if it was not known tp be fuch, Mr Attor- 
ney, with the help of his innuendoes, would ev- 
illy turn itinto a libel. As for inftance, J^a. ix. 
i6. The leaders of the peapk caufe them to err, 
and tbey that iore led by them are deftroyed. 
£ut (bould Mr Attorney go about to make this a 
VoL.IIL 2^ IfeA^ 
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Jibel, he would read it thus : The leader jvf the 
feqple {innuendOf the governor and council of 
Kew YorkJ caufe them [^innuendo, the pec^le 
of this province] to erry and they [^the. people] 
that are led by them [by the governor and 
council meanuig] are deftroyed \tnnuendQ^ are 
deceived into the lofs of their liberty, M^bich 
is the worft kind jof deftrudion.] Or if feme 
perfons fhould publicly repeat, in 9 manner not 
pleafing to his bipttqrs, the lojthtind ixth verfes 
of the Ivi. chapter of the fame bcok> there Mr 
Attorney would have a large field. iKo.difpl^ his 
ikill| ui the artftil application of his hnuundoes. 
Xhe words are,. Eis 'watchmen, are all Uifut, 
they are ignorant, &c. Tea^ they are greedy dogi, 
that can never have,emugh, But.taina)c<^ tb^m 
a libel, there is, according to JMr AtK>my'si 
do£lrine, no more wantmg but tl^ aid iof his 
{kill in the right adapting \ii^,y$M^endoei.,. As 
for inftance. His watch.men Zp^nufftdfj^tl^gp^ 
vcrnor^s council and aSembly^ are .iliftdi ^6ey 
are ignorant, {ijinuenda^ >ViU not-ile^ the dange- 
rous defigns of his , Jlxcclleacy] Yjta, lA^ .[the 
governor and council, i^9^is\^ are 'greedy dngs, 
that can never bav^-en^gh J^innuendo, engi^gh 
of richcfs and power.] Such .ail inftance as^ihis 
feems only fit to be>laughed at ^ but I may ap- 
peal to Mr«, Attorney himfelf,. whether thefe are 
not at leafl >f qually proper to be ^plicd .to bis 
Excellency and his minifters, as fomeof the itt« 

ferences 
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ferences and innuendoej in his Information agaii'ift 
my client. Then, if Mr Attorney is at liberty 
to come kito court^ and file an informat;ion in 
the King's name^ without leave, who is fecure 
wlwm he is pleafed to profecute as a libeller? 
And as the crown law i^ contended for in bad 
times, there is no remedy for the greateft op- 
preffion of this fort, even thouj^h the party pro- 
lecuted is acquitted with honour. And give me 
leave to fay, as great men as any in Britain hare 
boldly aflertcd, that the mode of profecuting by 
information (when a grand jury yill not find 
billa vera) is a national grievance, and greatly 
inconiiftent with that freedom: which the fub» 
jeds of Snglandrenjoy in mod other cafes. But 
if we are So unhappy a$ not to be able to ward 
off this ftroke iof^ power diredly, ytt let us take 
care not to be cheated out of our liberties by 
forms "and appearances ; let us always be fure 
that the charge in the information is made out 
clearly, even beyond a doubt ; for though mat* 
ters in the information may be called /arm up* 
on trial, yet they may be, and often have been 
found to be matters of fuhftance upon giving 
jadgment; — He then addreflcd the jury* thus : 

Gentlemen, The danger is great, in propor- 
ticin to the mifchicf that may happen, through 
our too great credulity. A proper confidence in 
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a court is commendable ; but as the verdiA 
(whatever k is) will be youv^s, y6u. ought to re- 
fer no part of your duty to the difcretion of 
other perfons. If you ihould be of opimooi, 
that there is no falfebood in Mr Z^ngcr's pa- 
pers, you will, nay, (pardon me for the expre£> 
fion) you ought to fayfo; becaufe you don^c 
know whether others (I mean the court), may. 
be of that opinidn. It is your right to do €o, 
and there is much depending upon your rfibkb- 
« ^0% as well as! upon your integrity* 

The lots of liberty to a generous mind is 
worfe than death ; and yet we know there 
have been thofe in all ages, who, for the fake ' 
of preferment, or ^me imagery honour, have 
freely lent a helping hand to opprefs, nay, to 
deflFoy their country. This brings to my mod. 
that faymg of the immortal Brutus, w^q -he 
looked upon the creatures of Csfar> Vffhp.>l?ejr& 
great men, but by no means good men i ^f' Yoii 
Romans, faid Brutus, if yet I may call you (b, 
confider what you are doing ; remember that 
you are aflifting Caefar to fot^e thofe very 
chains which one day he will make yourfelves 
wear.'* That is what every map that values 
freedom ought to confider : He (hould afi by 
judgment, and not by affedion or felf-intercft ; 
for^ where thofe prevail; no ties of either coun« 

ti:y 
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try or kindred are regarded ; as upon the other* 
band, the man who loves his country prefers its 
liberty to all other condderationSy ^'elLkoow- 
ing^that without liberty life is a mifcry, 

A famous inftance of this you will find in the 
hiftory of another brave Roman of the fame 
name; I mean Lucius Junius Brutiis^ whofe (lory 
is well known j and therefore 1 fliall meniion^ 
no more of it, than only to fhew tHe value he 
put upon the freedom of his country. After 
this great man, with his fellow-citizens whom 
he had engaged in the caufe, badbaniflied Tar- 
quin the Proud, the laft king of Rome, from a* 
throne he had afcended by inhuman murders, 
and poflefled by the moff dreadfuF tyranny and^. 
profcriptions, and had, by this means^ amafled in* 
credible riches, even fufficient to bribe to his in- 
tereft many of the young nobility of Rbme, tc 
affift him in recovering the crown ; but the plot: 
being difcovered^ the principal' confpira tors were: 
apprehended, among whom were two of the iins» 
of Junius Brutus. It was abfoliitcly rieccffary 
that fome fliould be made exan?ples of, to deter 
others from attempting the rcftorihg of Tar- 
quin, and deftboying the liberty ofRome. And 
to effect this it was,, that Lucius Junius Bfutus, 
one of the confiils of Home, in |he prefence of 
die Roman people, fat judge and condemned Kis- 

QL3 ^^m 
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own foris, as traitors to their country : And to 
give the laft proof of his exalted virtue, and his 
love of liberty, he, with a firmnefs of mind on- 
ly becoming fo great a man, caufed their heads 
to be ftruck off in his own prefcnce ; and when 
he obferved that his rigid virtue occafioned a 
fort of horror among the people, it is obferved 
he only faid, "My fellow-citizens, do not think 
that this proceeds from any want of natural af- 
fedion ; No,, the death of tjie fons of Brutus 
can affe^ Brutus only ; but the lofs of liberty 
will affcdt my country.'* Thus highly was li- 
berty efteeined in thofe days^ that a father 
could facrifice his fons to favc his country.— But 
why do I go to heathen Rome to bring in fian- 
ces of the love of liberty ; the bcft blood in 
Britain has been fhed in the caufe of liberty : 
And the freedom we enjoy at this day may be 
faid to be (in a great.meafure) owmg to the 
glorious (land the famous Hampden, and others 
of our countrymen, made agaiijft the arbi- 
trary demands, and illegal impoHiions of the 
times in which they lived ; who, rather than 
give up the rights of Engliflimen, and fubmit to 
pay an illegal tax, of no more, I think, than 
three {hillings, refolved to undergo, and fbr the 
liberty of their country did undergo the greatefV 
extremities, in that arbitrary and terrible court 
of Star-Chamber, to whofe arbitrary proceed-, 

feigs 
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ings (it bcbg compofed of the principal men of 
the realm^ and calculated to fupport arbitrary 
government), no bounds or limits could be fct; 
nor could any other hand remore the evil but 
^parliament. 

Power may juftly be compared to a great ri- 
ver ; while kept within its due bounds, it is both 
beautiful and ufeful ; but when it overflows its 
banks, it is then too impetuous to be fiemmed ; 
it bears down all before it, and' brings deftruc- 
tion and delolation wherever it comes. If then 
this is the 'nature 'of power, let u& at leaft do 
c!ur duty, and, l&e wife men who value free- 
dom, ufe our utmbft care to fupporjC liberty, the 
only bulwark againft lawlefs power, which, in 
ail ages, has facrificed to its wild lull and bound- 
lefs ambition the blood of the beft men that 
ever livedr 

I hope to be pardoned. Sir, for my zeal upcin 
this Gccation: It is an jold and \vi£i 'taixtioik, 
Tkat when ouritd^hioui^s houfe is on fire ^v^ 
ought to take care of our ovm. ^or though, 
(blefledbe God 1) I live in a government whefe 
liberty Is well underf{ood, and freely enjoyed, 
yet experiencie has Ihewn us all (Pm fure it has 
to me), that a bad precedent in one government 

is foon fet up for an. Authority Jn another ; and 

therefore 
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-J 
and the principal men concerned ifi the admin!- 

ftration bf this goverbuieht» which was confef- 

fed :. [That is, the printitig and piiblifliing of 

the Journal fet forth an the ihformsition was 

confefledcl : And concluded, that . as Mr HamiU 

ton had confdOTed the printing, and there could 

be no doubt but they were fcandalous papers, 

highly rcfle^ling upon his excellency and the 

pi'incipal magiftrates in the province. And 

therpfpre he made no doubt but the jury woold 

find the defend-ant guilty, and would refer to 

the c«urt for their direction. 

Mr Chief Juftice then addrefied the jury 
thus i\ The great .paios Mr Haniilton has taken 
to fljew;::h6w little' regard juries are ^opk}^ to 
the opinion of the judges, and his infifting fo 
much upon the condud of fome judges in trials 
of this kind^ is done, no doubt, with a defign 
that, you fhould take but very little notice of 
what I may fay upon this occafion. I fhall 
therefore only obfcrve to you, that as the fa£ls 
or words, in the information aie confeffed, the 
only thing that can come in queftion before you 
is. Whether the words, as fet forth in the in- 
fornxacic^, m^e a libel ? And that is a matter 
"of-law, no daubt, and which you may leave ta 
tjie cburt. But I fhall trouble you np further 
with any thing more of my own| but read to 

you 
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you the Words of a. learned and uprigbt judge* 
in a cafe of the like nature : 

V . *^ To fay. that corrupt officers are appoint- 
ed to kdminifterafiair^y is certainly a r^fledioh 
-on ciic government. If people fhould qpt be 
called, to an account fpr pofleifing the people 
with an ill opinion of government^ no govern- ' 
roent can fubfift. For it is very neceifary for 
all governments^ that the people ihouid have a 
good opinion of it. - And^nothiog can be worfe 
to any government^ than to endeavour tpprb- 
cure animoiities as to> the management of it; 
this^has been always looked upon a&^^a crime^ 
and no government can be (afe without 4t b^ 
puniflied,? 

V 

- Now^ you are to conGdef^ whether thcfe 
words I havere^d to you do not tend to be^ 
get an ill opinion of the adminiffaration of t]^e 
government ? To tell us, that thofe that are 
employed know . nothing of the matteCy and 
thofe that do know are not employed. ..Men 
are not- adapted to offices, but offices to men> 
ont of a particular regard to their intereft, and 
not to their iitnefs for the places; this is. the 
purport of theie papers. 

• Chief Juftice Holt in Tutchin's Cafe. 

Mr 
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' J Mr Hamiltou replied, I humbly beg your 
honour's pardon ; I am very much mifappre- 
hended, if you fuppofe what I fatd was Co de- 
iigned. — Sir, yeu know, I aiadis an apology for 
the freedom I found myfeif under.a neceifity of 
ttfingupon this occafion • I faid, there was no- 
thing perfonal defigned ; it arofe froni the na- 
ture of oar defence. 

The jury then withdrew, and in a ihort time 
returned, and being alked by the d^rk. Whe- 
ther they were agreed of their verdid, and 
whether John Peter Zenger was guilty of 
printing and publiihing the libel as mentioned 
in the Information ? They anfwered by Thomas 
Hunt, their foreman. Not Guilty. Upon which 
there were three huzzas in the hall, which was 
crouded with people, and the next day he was 
diicharged from his imprifonmcnt. 

A few weeks after the trial, as a public tef- 
timony of their approbation, a common-council 
was held at the city-hall of New-York, where- 
in the freedom of the faid corporation was or- 
dained to be prefented to Andrew Hamilton, 
Efq; of Philadelphia, barrifter at law, a draught 
of which was ordered to be made by three of 
die aldermen, and reported to the court at next 

meeting. 
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meeting,— The copy aiid report were in thefe 
wordi: 



■ City ofNeiV'Tori. 
PAUL RICHARDS, Elq; the recorder, 
ildermen, and affiftants of the city of New- 
York, convened in common council, to all to 
whom thefe prdents (hall come, greeting: 
Whereas, honour is the juft reward of wtue, 
and public benefits demand a public acknow* 
ledgment : We therefore, under a grateful fenfe 
of the remarkable fervice dene to the inhabi- 
t^mts of this c;ty and colony, by Andrew Ha- 
milton, Efq; of Pennfylvania, barrifter at law, 
by his learned and generous defence of the 
rights of mank-ittd and the liberties of the prefs, 
in the cafe of John Peter Zcnger, lately tried 
on an information exhibited in the fapreme 
court of this colony, do, by thefe prefents, bear 
to the faid Andrew Hamihon, Efq; the public 
thanks of the freemen of thk coi-poration for 
that (ignal iervice, which he chearfolly under- 
took, under great indifpofitionof body, and ge« 
neroufly performed, rcfufing any fee ur reward: 
And in teftimony of our great efteem for his 
perfon, and fenfe of his merit, do hereby pre- 
fent him with the freedom of this corporatiom 
Thefe arc therefore to certify and declare, that 
the faid Andrew Hamilton, Efq; is hereby ^i^ 
Vol, hi. R mitted. 
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mitted, received, and allowed a freeman and 
citizen of ihe faid city : To have, hold, enjoy, 
and partake of all the benefits, privileges, fre«- 
doms, and immunities whatfoever, granted or 
bclunging to a freeman and citizen of the fame 
city. In tediniony whereof, tJie council of 
the faid city, in common council affcmbled, 
have caufed the feat of the faid city to be here- 
unto aflixed ihis Iwenty-nimh day of Septem- 
ber, anne Domini One ibouTand fevcn hundred 
and ihiny-five. 

By order of the common council, 

William Sharpas, cleric. 

And we do further report, that fundry of 
the incniberi of this corporation anJ gentlemen 
«f this city have voluntarily contributed fnffi- 
dent for a gold box of five ounces and a half^ 
for incloling the feal of the faid freedom ; upon 
the lid of which, we are of opiaion ihould be 
engraved the artns of the city of New-York : 
Witnefs our bands this tw.enty-niath day of 
September, 1735. 

■ Stepten Bayard. 

Simon Johnfon. 
Chiiftophcr FeU. 

Tlie freedom was accordingly made out, 

^^ ith the feal of the city affixed to ix, an d in- 

cToJ«4 
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iriored in a gold box> as ordered. Round the 
Qd of the box was engraven^ not only the arms 
^ the city^ but alfo in a garter t\A% ^otto^' 

DjEMTEXSJE leges, TIMErACTA Lll5E|LTAS^ 
HiEC TANDE^r EMERGCNT. 

On the infide of the lid, fronting the certificate 
of the freed onnr, were. engraven in a flying gar- 
ter, thefe words, 

NOK JjUMMIS, VIRTUTE PARATUR. 

And on the front of the rim of laid box was 
engraven part of TuHy's wifli,. 

Ita cuique eveniat vt lyE republica m^b-- 

RUIT. 

t 

\ • ; 

This freedom and box was accordingly pre^ 
fented at Philadelphia, iby Mir Alderman liay« 
ard of t^ew.York, and gratefblly accepted b^ 
Andrew Haniiltoh, Efq^ 

I have indi!ed exceieded the bounds I I^ad 
prefcribed for myfelf in my extrafts from this 
pamphlet, but I could not with propriety a- 
bridge them without diminifhing the argument§ 
ufed by the American counfel for circumfcribing 
the power, and reAraining the authority of their 
governors, even at that time. Nothing can 
give a more convincing fpecimen of that (pirlt 
pf freedom and independence ^kkh prevailed 

B. a trough 
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ihroQgh tile colonies^ than Hamilton'* mode of 
reafoning 10 this trial ; nor » more diftinguUIung 
marl^' of •pprobation and efteeoi than whaC 
the council conferred on him. on that occafiondi 
Had the accufation or complaint proceeded 
upon any other foundaltion, if it was laid a^ 
the inftance of the gjovernor or any fubor- 
dinate officer, it is perfectly clearj^ that the 
defence would have breathed^ the fame air of 
defiance and contempt againft every perfon in 
power, of whatever rank or degree. So (Irong* 
ly rivetted were the aimnofity and averfion 
of the provincials to all the meafinres of govern* 
ment, whereby cither their perfons or property 
were affefted, that, even at Ihat period, they 

were firmly refolved to oppofe their governors 
ki the execution of that part of their ojffice where* 
in either of thefe fi ere concerned. Nor was it 
(imply oppoOtion ; for they did not conceal their 
fentiments of the charaAer and defigns of the 
governor, but exprclTed them in the plaineft 
language to his face ; and gave him to under- 
hand, that they would not be governed by an 
cppreflbr or a tyrant ; fo that, for the good 
and peace of the province under his adminidrai-^ 
tion, and efpecially for the kitereft of riie mo* 
tber country, it was the duty of a governor to 
render himfejf agreeable to all ranks of people 
under his jurUdiction, by which means he might 
often accoinplifh purpofes of national advan- 
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fage, in which he would otherwife be txified; 
Buc the luft of power is fo into3dcating^ and has 
iiich an afcendancy even over men of abjifitie« 
and wifjoniy that it often gets the better of 
their prudence, and prompts them to exertions 
of authority incompatible with their office^ and 
ihconfiftent with the intereft either of the poreitt 
er the child. This has been the cafe of too 
many of our governors in- the American colo- 
nies, for which Great Eritainis fmarting fevere- 
ly at this d^^F.-— But- 1- fl^ali enlarge no further 
on this than juft to obferve, that the exti:aft I 
have given (which I- am certain will be new to 
all my readers), is one of the olded inftances'p 
proof of the Americans ansdoufly rftriyhig jco b,e 
governed by d^eir. own. laws, anc^notby any of 
^ofe fabricated fo^ them in Great Britainr 



1 > ■ 



I Ihall now ms&e a^fbw obfeFvationa oirfooke 
advantages which the AmerieaD$r«icqiiired witb 
pefpcft to tnide,; at ^p5eri9d?foB>ewb^! later 
tfaan that juft mention^ed. , r ; 

*■ . I • ff 

At the llatt^ en4 of $r Rpbert-Wilpokt** 
adminiftraticmi io^ the year 173^, th^ Pk^totic 
party, headed by Sir John Ver^^rdy a very 
worthy m^Q, but who undoubtedly had been 
impofed upon^ played the fame gam^ whieb 
ouc prefent Patriots are attempting, thougb>. 

R 3 I trufli, 
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Ithitti then with better fiiccefs. They forced 
the ' mfaiiAer to bre^ throagh the aft of 
taavigatioDy *trid to allow the American* to ex- 
|)Ort \heir enufneriUed goods, a« they >* were 
pleafed to tatU them, viz. all their rice, loheat, 
barley, Indian com, and all forts of cttms, fi/h^ 

* • 

&c. &c. to any port in Europe fouth of Cape 
Finifterre. Before that period, trade was cai^ 
ried'on with peace and qoietneft, and a certaim 
profit accroed to Great Britain-, 9l% well as great 
advantages to Anierica. But no fooner was this 
door opened than tfaJe Americans ccmimenced 
finogglers. ' It pointed out a way for them to 
liirow off,^ as far as they coidd, all cocneftion 
tn trade With the Diother-country, whofe 
fleets, at the fame time, were their proteftion* 
With the Britilh flag flying, and their Medi- 
terranean pafs in their cabins, to fcreen them^ 
from all the piratical ftales, they carried on- 
trade with more fafety than any other nation 
ia £iiropeb Bttt, fays this grateful people, 
we are not to pay any proportioa of the ex- 
pence neceiTary for the iupport of that fleet,^ 
tkat Gibraltar, and that Port Mabon, which 
afford i)s this protection* Let Old England^ 
and poor Sco|]and, pay for our fafety ^ but 
let us reap the proiits of their trade and com- 
merce. 



The 
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The Britifh iradc ift the Mediterranean, be- 
fore the 1739, when the Patriotic plan above- 
mentioned took placei was much more ex- 
tenQve than ever it has been finee. The 
caufe is obvious. The corn and fifh trade 
alone were great articles in point of freight^ 
and gave bread to our own failors^ whom we 
can always depend upoii for mannmg our ffeets. 
Can we truft to the Americans for this neceflary 
fupply ? No 'u We now fte, that in place of 
helping^ to fupport the Britiffi navy^ they arc 
crouding to- affift thofe of France and Spain^ in 
hopes of deftroying their old proteftors. If 
thefe turbulent Americans ihallbe reduced to 
their obedience to the mother-country, (for 
efFeding which I bav« given a pretty probable 
plan), let them be pitt on the fame footing with 
. regard to trade on which they formerly were. 
Let their exports and imparts be through the 
channel of Great Britain^ Ireland^ and our 
Weftlndia fettlements ; then, and not till thea^ 
will they pay us for what they take. For 
many years pi({ they have taken our gopdf^ 
turned them into money, and with that money 
gcme to Holland, Hamburgh, France, and o- 
ther countries, where they parch afe theirma* 
nufadures, while they allow onr's to remain 
^unpaid. Were thefe matters properly adjuil- 
* ed', and a lettlecoent gf the prefent differences 

fctfeftcd. 
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eSc&td, ia a manner fuicable to tfae bonouir 
vfid (Ugniiy of Great Briratn, Scotland might 
carry oa a trade with America, advantageous 
to both counines. 

We could furiufh them with ofnaburghs, 
checks, co-rfe Uneni, at or under 14 (T fer 
yard, handkerchiefs, and common calicoes, on 
as good terms as they could be foppllcd 
with ihem from tlic continent ; for the reafuns 
] have given in a former part of this worlc, we 
cannot indeed compare with thefe in the fincir 
Cjrts of linen. 

All forts of woolen good* we can -nnqueftion- 
ably furnifh them on better terms than any 
«dier cDiiAtjry'ia Edi«pe;'«ith dechs from the 
coarftft ftinrilil to' tlie fiittft fbfeffitle ; w^ 
hats, from jo'd. fo 305^' a^ecc %■ wkh flock, 
iogs, from 6^d. to 10 s. the pfir; land, with: 
^very Other ariakle in die Woolen braiKfi~^{c»> 
jpUriioAially' chespi 

SboeS) and ' eveigr thing made ft^iipleaibcri. 
we are acknowledged to be ec|ually expert jn^ 
with the BianufaAureri of any other, ceuntiy^ 
and can ^Sotd to fell tfaefn'at as low grioe. 

Chimney grates we ftand iinrivatled in ; Jtar^. 
I believe,- will any other nation compete witfc- 
us in any wares manufaflured from iroOt 
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As Ifinda confirmation of the plan I formerly 
propofed for reducing the rebel Americans, if 
not to a fenfe of their duty, at lead to a necef- 
fity of fubmitting to the Britifl) government un- 
der the riik of total ruin, if properly put in exff**' 
cution, finely defcribed in a late letter from a 
toyalid in Philadelphia to his friend in New^ 
York, I ihaU fubjoin a copy of it without fur* 
ther preamble* . 

Extra^ of u Letter from a Loyaltft In PhiJa^ v 
delphhi to his Friend in New Tork, dated 
May 6, 1779. 

^^'X/'pV are furely the kindeft and moft humane 
-*" of enemies. Whenever we are mqfi dif 
irejfedf and fee no hope of relief, you gcncrouf- 
ly contrive to fuccour usi. As the people of 
Bofton were in great want of providons^ but 
had two or three (lout frigates and armed vel* 
i^ls ready to put to lea, you kindly fent youc 
fleet to Georgia withoul any convoy but a pri-* 
vateer, who was fcarcely able to cope with the 
weakeft of the Boflon armament:. &o that all* 
the provifions, military ftores, Europcaa goods^ 
&€. &c. fo much wanted in Georgia, are gone 
to fupply an enemy who is £0 ungrateful as to 
laugh at you for your folly ;. though their diftrefs 

muft 
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muft have bet n ejtircnie, had you aft«d accord: 
ing to the diAaret of common prudence. 

" In the middle and foiuhern Jlatis, there was 
likewifc a great want of Europeas and Weft 
India commodities. You, therefore, out of 
pure companion (wc mull fofiiofe), called off 
a)] your King'* (hips which were ciiiifing on our 
coaft, juft at the time that our Aipplies were 
cxpei^ed to come ni i[ ; in confequence of 
wliich, the Dean frigate has got fafe into the 
Delaware with feven fail of meichantmen, and 
another fleet of the fame lund is arrived in the 
Chefapeak, from the French and Dutch iflands, 
fupplyiiig us with almod every thing we want- 
ed. Our merclianis and farmers, who were 
before in the tbweR fit-of dafpondency, are now 
ia high {pirite^;- and the tc&cIs, which had be- 
ittre been laid up, ,ara Bpw ordeied to be fitted 
fcr fe'a, sndtrade feemt once more ViuAj. to- 
rufe its droa[ring head.— The fpirit of priv;i< 
tftriog, which bad fubfided, is Hkewifc Fcvived 
by the fuicels of the Boflnn cruifers, aud ths 
&fe arrival of the Weft India fleets ; io that we 
fliall'be able, in a fltort time, to retura the con* 
pliment which the New York privateers have- 
paid our trade for fome time paft. In the name 
of Godr Do you never intend iVgfpw wife* 
It is inconceiyable what ill efefls fuch kinJ- 
of 
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of conduct has on the minds of the friends of 
government. They are pnzxled beyond raea- 
ftire to acconnt for thefe traiifadions. Some 
iook upon yon to be in a ftate of infatuation; 
otliers tUnk, that it is impofEble fuch repeated 
jnilances of mifmanagenient can be owing to 
mere accident or inattention. It has too much 
the appearance of premeditated xiefign. Was it 
fieceflary for your Admiral to take home with 
hin^ three or four frigates, when they were Co 
much wanted on this ftation ? Could they not 
have remained till they were relieved by others 
from England, or could they not in their ws^y 
have feen the Georgia fleet fafe Into the Savan- 
nah? It would have made but a few days oilds^ 
and the Admiral would have had as good a 
chance of taking prizes (if that was liisobje&) 
in that courfe asm any other i. ..Tour fleet k»w 
never been properly -fiacioned fiaf deflroying our 
trade fince the fir fl cemmencpmcnt of hoflilities 
^0 this day. By croidng oif at a diftance from 
the coaft, it is true, they take a great many 
prizes, but it is as true that a great many vef* 
iels by that means make their efcape, and go in 
and out of our principal harbours without mo« 
leftation. Were fkips flationed in or near the 
principal 1)ays and harbours, while others cruifed 
along (hore from one harbour to another, 
fcarcely any thing could efcape. But this 
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would put aa end to our trade, and ^here there 
is no trade there can be no prizes. It is there* 
fore more for the advantage of your cruifers 
that fome of our veflels fhould get in fafe, as by 
coming to a good market, we are encouraged 
to venture again, and others to follow -the ex- 
ample. We are by this means likewife encou- 
raged to fit out privateers^ who tsking Britifh 
vefTels, it adds to the «dvant;(ge of the Britifh 
cruifers^ as they often retake them, and are paid 
falvage. But this profit to individuals muft be 
detrimental to the Britifh nation, who are at a 
great expence in fupporting a war which might 
have been ended long ago, had our trade been 
ruined, or as much fo as might have been ea-. 
fily done with half the naval force that has been 
Icept up in America lince the commencement of 
hoflilttles. The march of ^n army through a 
country ruins that part perhaps where it pafles, 
without much affeding the people at a diftanc^ ; 
but ,when you deftroy or put a flop to the trade 
of a country, you affed the whole community, 
and thofe who live at a diflance from the feat 
of trade often fuffer the mofL" 

It is htgh time mdeed for Great Britain to 
roufe hcrfelf, and to raife her navigation to the 
bighefl pitch ; by which alone fbe can be enabled 
to vatrqulfh all her enemies. Her navy i9 not 

only 



S U P P L. E M E N T, &c. 205 

only an invincible bulwark againft an invafion 
by the ftrongeft powers in Euwpe, but fhe can 
traniport thefe floating batteries to the utmoit 
<orners of the globe ; and when under the con- 
-du& and dire&ion of able and experienced com* 
manders, theymuft conquer wherever they go. 
Never was the Britifh fleet in fuch high trim as 
at prefent, and never did the fpirit of a free 
people exert itfelf in fo liberal and generous a 
manner for the fupport of government, and the 
deftruflion of the common enemy, as at this pe- 
riod. But while all ranks are united in pro- 
moting the firccefs of this great national caufc, 
let us not blunder in the mod efTential articles : 
Let us be bleffed with men of abilities, of rc(b- 
luiion, of honour, in all the different depart-* 
ments of government : Let our Generals and 
Admirals be men of diftinguiflied courage, know- 
ledge and expeTience^ and the whole inferior 
officers of one heart and one foul ; then, and 
then only, may we relyf under Providence, on 
the infallible fuccefs of every plan, even the 
moil arduous. 

As our failors in the commercial . line are 
now wholly configned to the naval department, 

let them be well ufcd, and not flmt .up in the 

holds of tenders like prifc)ners, where difeafe 

will do more execution than an enemy, Let 

Vol. III. S them 
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them have proper and wholefome viftuals, 
which are well paid for by the public, and let 
not their officers exercifc fcvere difcipline, with- 
out great provocation. They are to rilk their 
lives for the liberties and properties of their 
fellow-fubjeas, and are to fight for the honour 
of their King and country, and therefore ought 
to be regarded as the proteftors of both. The 
late great increafe of the naval power of Great 
Britain is beyond example, and, if intruded to 
the condud of proper commanders, is capable of 
clearing the fea of every enemy from Hancock's 
Mifflin privateer to d'Orvilli^rs* La Brefagne» 
But fliould our admirals differ among them- 
felves, and, from an ill-timed fpirit of envy and 
jealoufy, countera<5l one another, then fhall we 
hear again of the 27th of July 1778, and of a 
number of valuable lives facrificed at a drawn 
battle, to the utter difgracc pf the nation, the 
fleet, and the commanders. The confequence 
of this unfortunate fquabble is but too well 
known, and too generally felt, and I hope, for 
the honour of Britain, will never be imitated 
by any fucceeding admiral. We have juft now 
as able naval commanders as a Ruflel, a Shovel, 
a Hawke, or a Bofcawen, men whofe names 
will be tranfmitted to lated p ofterity with renown 
in the naval hiftory of Britain; and (hould 
thefe, on a trying occafion, but maintain the 

charafters 
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chara<Sers they have formerly very juftly ac 
quired, we can have* no doubt but they wijl 
make the Houfes of Bourbon, though united, 
heartily repent of their perfidy and their folly. 
The commander in chief of the grand fleet, Sir 
Charles Hardy, was created a vice-admiral in 
1744, which is a proof that he had been early 
in the fervice, and foon advanced, no doubt, 
on account of his diftinguifliing himfelf when 
very young. Befides Admiral Sir John Lock- 
hart Rofs, whofe coolnefs and intrepidity in 
time of adion every body has heard, of, there 
arc twelve or thirteen Scots commanders in 
the fame fleet, who, I am bold to fay, will not 
turn their ftern to an enemy in the day of bat- 
tle, witliout very cogent reafons : So that, 
fliould any mifcariiage happen ki an engage- 
ment with the combined fleets of France and 
Spain,, however formidable they may be paint- 
ed, it muft be imputed to fome unforefeea 
caufc, or to the grofs mifcbnduwt of the comman- 
der in chief, or cowardice or difobedience of 
the other commanders, who, if convicted by a 
court martial, ought, for the honour of the pro- 
feflion, to undergo the punifliment of a Byng. 
But this, without the interpbfition of an adverfc 
providence, cannothappen, as God forbid it fliould ^ 

If the enemy fliall have the ref«luth)n to 
hazard an engagement, I have do i^prehen- 

S z QfSQL 
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fion but the iffue of it will turn out much to th^ 
honour of the Britifh flag, and that the Mon- 
lieurs and Dons wll be heartily drubbed ; but * 
as they have a great many American tars in 
both their fleets, who are excellent failors, the 
commanders ought to make it a rule to incorpo- 
rate a number of them^ out of every fliip they 
ihall take, with their own crews, by which 
means they may fupply feyeral capital (hips 
that are imperfet^lly manned with their full 
complement, and efpecially fuch veffels as may 
have fuffered any confiderable lofs of men in 
the engagement. This regulation I would ob- 
fcrve in every capture made by our privateers 
and letters of marque • fo that we could never 
v/ant a great addition of good fcamen to all the 
ibips in the fervice. This would .be a, much 
more eligible method than confining them in pri« 
fons, and maintainmg them at a great expence, 
without reaping the lead benefit from their fer- 
vice, to which, if they did not chearfully agree, 
we could oblige them to fubmit* If a cartel 
fliould be fettled betwixt us and any of the pow- 
ers at war with us, we would (lill have it in our 
power to make an equal exchange, by which we 
would recover a great number of our own fai. 
lors ; fo that'in any event we mufl be confider- 
able gainers. 
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On the whole, as we muft ftill look upon the 

Americans as Britifli fubjefts, however far they 
* may have been mifled by defigning people, we 
have a claim to their fervice while they are in 
our power. The advantages they flatter them- 
felves they fhall reap from their new allies will 
probably haflen their ruin j and however much 
they may phimc then^elves on a free trade 
with thefe foreign powers, they will find, to 
their coft, that their conraierce will dwindle, 
and be reduced almoft to nothing ; and that in 
place of their being Independent States, they 
will become flaves to an abfolute and defpotic 
monarch. But if they (hall be wife enough to 
fee with their own eyes, and confider the dan- 
ger they expofe themfelves to by their obflinacy, 
and to balance their true intereft with the ha- 
zards they run, they will not heOtate fpeedily 
to quit an alliance they have raihly and impru- 
dently entered into, and court the friendfhip, 
and folicit the protection of their original and 
natural ally, the mother-country. Should they 
adopt thefe happy fentiments, that indulgent 
mother would yet pardon thefe difobedient 
children, and, while they continued dutiful, 
ftretch out her arms to defend them againft all 
the powers of Europe, and enrich them with 
bleflings and comforts to which they have long 

S 3 been 
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been utter drangers. — If tliis happy and defir« 
i^ble change fhould foon come to pafs^ which is 
my fervent wifb, I may probably, on a future oc- 
cadon^ point out a line of commerce with that 
€|uarter, never hitherto^ fuggefted, and which, 
will greatly redound to the intereft of Scot- 
land. 
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IN my tour to Dunbar the following particu*- 
lar$ were omitted^ Vol. II, p, 24a.— After 
holding the court with the herring Ikippers^ andr 
fettling feveral neceiTary regulations with rtfptOL. 
to that fiiheg^y I attended an examination of the 
three public fchooU^ ia which the following, 
branches of education are taught to perfedion^ 
viz. Latin^ Englifh^ Arithmetic^ and Mathema-^ 
tics. • The rough language of the tars founded, 
flill ia my ears^ and afforded a very curious 
contrail^ to the mVld and puerile voices of the 
young lads under trial. The Latin is taught 
by Mr 'Dick^ and I was told by good judges^ 
(for I pretend to no knowledge of that language 
myfelf), that the fcholars did great credit to 
their mafter. Thofe who were taught Englifhi 
by Mr Watcrfon gave an excellent fpecimen of 
his merit and their proficiency ; but Mr Gibfon^ 
teacher of Mathematics^ afibrded a moft confpl* 
cuous proof of his abilities, by the precifion 
and clearnefs of his manner in ilating the que. 

flions 
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fltons which he put to his fcholars ; and their 
corred and fpirited anfwers to his propofitious^ 
and their clear demgnftrations of his problems, 
affixtfed the higbeft fatlsfadBon tt a numerous 
audience .T- And here I muft notice in a particu- 
lar manner the fingular proficiency of a young 
man of the name of Rannic. He was intended 
for a miU-wrighr, and was breeding to that 
bnfinefs under the famous Mr MaAell at Lin- 
ton, £aft Lothian. He had not then attended 
Mr Gibfon for the Mathematics, &c. much more 
than fix months ; but on his examination, he 
difcovcred fuch amazing powers of -genius, that 
one would have imagined him a fecond Newtoo. 
No problem was too hard for him to demon- 
ftratc* With aclear head^ a decent addrefs, 
and a diftin A delivery, his ma (ler eould not pro- 
pofe a queflion either in natural or experimen- 
tal philofophy, to which he gave not a clear and 
ready folution, and alfo the reafons of the con- 
nexion between caufes and elFeXs, the power of 
gravitation, &c. in a tnx^rly and convincing 
manner ; fo that every perfon prefent admired 
fuch an uncommon flock of know ledge, amafied 
at his time df life. If this young man is fpared^ 
and continues to profecute his fludics, he wiU 
do great honour to his country. 
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